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S-4499.1

SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6656

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senate Committee on Technology & Comunications (originally
sponsored by Senators Schm dt and Esser; by request of Uilities &
Transportati on Comm ssion and Departnent of Social and Health Services)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 04/ 04.

AN ACT Relating to the Washington tel ephone assistance program
amendi ng RCW 80. 36.410; creating a new section; and providing an
expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 80. 36. 410 and 2003 ¢ 134 s 2 are each anended to read
as foll ows:

(()) The legislature finds that universal tel ephone service is
an inportant policy goal of the state. The legislature further finds
that: (({(a) Recent changes in the telecomunications industry, such as
f o | I ’ . I I il e :

£2TFheretore—thetegistaturetadsthat—{ar)) (1) It 1s 1n the
public interest to ((take—steps—to—mtigatethe—effects—ofthese
ehanges—eon)) ensure that affordable basic telephone service is
available to Ilowincome persons; and ((&8»)) (2) advances in
t el ecommuni cati ons technol ogi es, such as community service voice mail ,
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provide new and economcally efficient ways to secure many of the
benefits of wuniversal service to |owinconme persons who are not
custoners of | ocal exchange tel ephone service.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The legislature finds that recent
changes in the telecomunications industry, including increased
conpetition anbng conpanies and services, the increased mgration of
t el ephone custonmers to wreless services, and the devel opnent of new
technol ogi es such as voice-over-internet, have raised concerns about
the long-term funding of the Washington tel ephone assistance program
and its continued ability to provide assistance to | owincone persons
who may not be able to afford needed tel ephone services.

(2) The departnment of social and health services shall convene a
working group consisting of representatives of telecomunications
providers, the office of financial nmanagenent, the utilities and
transportation comm ssion, the office of public counsel, designees of
the chair of the senate technol ogy and communi cati ons conmttee and the
house technol ogy, telecommunications and energy commttee, and
community action agencies to review the current Washington tel ephone
assistance program structure and the viability of its long-term
f undi ng. The departnent shall prepare a report setting forth the
wor ki ng group's findings and reconmmendati ons regarding the structure of
the program client eligibility, services to be covered, and program
fundi ng and adm ni stration.

(3) The departnent shall report its findings and reconmendations to
the | egislature by Decenber 1, 2004.

(4) This section expires July 1, 2005.

--- END ---
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