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SENATE BI LL 6612

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Session
By Senator Horn

Read first tinme 01/27/2004. Referred to Commttee on H ghways &
Transportation.

AN ACT Relating to priorities of the statewde multinoda
transportation plan; anmending RCW 47.06.050; creating a new section
and decl aring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. Transportation efficiency |egislation
enacted in 2002 revised the state's highway project priority selection
systens to include a primary enphasis on the relief of traffic
congesti on. The conprehensive six-year investnent program is based
bot h upon the revised project priority selection systens and upon the
needs identified in the state-owned hi ghway conponent of the statew de
mul ti nodal transportation plan. The legislature finds that the
statewi de nul ti nodal transportation plan should reflect the same focus
on congestion as the recently revised project priority selection
syst ens.

Sec. 2. RCWA47.06.050 and 2002 ¢ 5 s 413 are each anended to read
as follows:

The st at e- owned facilities conponent of t he st at ewi de
transportation plan shall consist of:
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(1) The state highway system plan, which identifies program and
financing needs and recommends specific and financially realistic
i nprovenents to preserve the structural integrity of the state highway
system ensure acceptable operating conditions, and provide for
enhanced access to scenic, recreational, and cultural resources. The
state highway system plan shall contain the follow ng el enents:

(a) A system preservation elenent, which shall establish structura
preservation objectives for the state hi ghway system i ncl udi ng bri dges,
identify current and future structural deficiencies based upon anal ysis
of current conditions and projected future deterioration, and recomend
program fundi ng | evel s and specific actions necessary to preserve the
structural integrity of the state highway system consistent wth
adopt ed objectives. Lowest life cycle cost nethodol ogi es nmust be used
i n devel opi ng a pavenent managenent system This el enent shall serve
as the basis for the preservation conponent of the six-year highway
program and the two-year biennial budget request to the |egislature;

(b) A highway mai ntenance el enent, establishing service |levels for
hi ghway mai ntenance on state-owned highways that neet benchmarks
established by the transportation conm ssion. The hi ghway mai nt enance
el ement nust include an estinmate of costs for achieving those service
| evel s over twenty years. This elenent will serve as the basis for the
mai nt enance conponent of the six-year highway program and the two-year
bi enni al budget request to the | egislature;

(c) A capacity and operational inprovenent elenent, which shall
establish operational objectives, including safety considerations, for
nmovi ng peopl e and goods on the state highway system identify current

and future capacity, operational, and safety deficiencies, and
recommend program funding levels and specific inprovenents and
strategies necessary to achieve the operational objectives. I n

devel opi ng capacity and operational inprovenent plans the departnent

shall first assess ((strategies—to—enhance—the—operational—efficiency
of the existing system before reconmmendi hg system expansion)) system

expansion strategies to relieve traffic congestion before reconmmendi ng
strateqgies that enhance only the operational efficiency of the existing
system System expansion strategies that relieve traffic congestion
nust primarily addr ess del ay, acci dent s, heavi l y travel ed
transportation corridors, and possi bl e synchroni zati on of
transportation projects that include both transit and nmultinodal
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projects within heavily traveled corridors. Strategies to enhance the

operational efficiencies include but are not I|limted to access
managenent, transportation system managenent, demand managenent, and
hi gh- occupancy vehicle facilities. The capacity and operational

i nprovenent el enent nust conformto the state inplenentation plan for
air quality and be consistent with regional transportation plans
adopted under chapter 47.80 RCW and shall serve as the basis for the
capacity and operational inprovenent portions of the six-year highway
program and the two-year biennial budget request to the |egislature;

(d) A scenic and recreational highways elenent, which shal
identify and reconmend desi gnation of scenic and recreational highways,
provide for enhanced access to scenic, recreational, and cultural
resources associated with designated routes, and recommend a variety of
managenent strategies to protect, preserve, and enhance these
r esour ces. The departnent, affected counties, cities, and towns,
regional transportation planning organizations, and other state or
federal agencies shall jointly develop this el enent;

(e) A paths and trails elenent, which shall identify the needs of
nonnotori zed transportation nodes on the state transportation systens
and provide the basis for the investnent of state transportation funds
in paths and trails, including funding provided under chapter 47.30
RCW

(2) The state ferry system plan, which shall guide capital and
operating investnents in the state ferry system The plan shall
establish service objectives for state ferry routes, forecast trave
demand for the various markets served in the system devel op strategies
for ferry system investnent that consider regional and statew de
vehi cl e and passenger needs, support |ocal |and use plans, and assure
that ferry services are fully integrated with other transportation
servi ces. The plan nust provide for maintenance of capital assets.
The plan nust al so provide for preservation of capital assets based on
| owest life cycle cost nethodol ogies. The plan shall assess the role
of private ferries operating under the authority of the utilities and
transportation conmm ssion and shall coordinate ferry systemcapital and
operational plans with these private operations. The ferry system pl an
must be consistent with the regional transportation plans for areas
served by the state ferry system and shall be devel oped in conjunction
with the ferry advisory conmttees.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. This act is necessary f
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety,
state governnent and its existing public institutions,
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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