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SENATE BI LL 6608

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Session

By Senators Thi baudeau, Hargrove, Rasnussen, Wnsley, Prentice and
Kohl - Vel | es

Read first time 01/27/2004. Referred to Conmttee on Health & Long-
Term Car e.

AN ACT Relating to establishing a relationship and accountability
anong Washi ngton state and American Indian tribes regarding health care
services; adding a new chapter to Title 43 RCW and repealing RCW
43. 70. 590.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. Consistent with the centennial accord, the
new m | | enni um agreenent, related treaties, and federal and state |aw,
it is the intent of the legislature to establish a franmewrk whereby
the state and federally recognized tribes jointly establish operations
and nethods of accountability to provide health care services to
mai ntai n and i nprove the health status of Anerican Indians residing in
Washi ngt on state.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The definitions in this section apply
t hroughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Agencies" or "agency" neans the departnent of health,
departnent of social and health services, state health care authority,
departnent of |abor and industries, state board of health, and office
of the insurance conmm ssioner.

p. 1 SB 6608



©O© 00 N O Ol WDN P

e e o
A W N PRFR O

15
16
17
18

19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35

(2) "Plan" nmeans the Anerican Indian health care plan devel oped
under section 6 of this act.

(3) "Lead agency" neans the agency appointed by the governor to
nmeet the requirenents set forth in section 4 of this act.

(4) "Tribes" are those tribes federally recognized in accordance
with the regulations of the United States departnent of the interior,
bureau of Indian affairs.

(5) "Subcabinet" neans the subcabinet on health care or simlar
body <created by the governor conprised of agencies, rel ated
governnental departnents, and a tribal representative appoi nted under
section 3 of this act.

(6) "Indian health care system' neans those tribal, Indian health
service, and urban Indian health prograns that receive funding fromthe
federal Indian health service appropriation.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. Upon a recomendation of the state's
Anerican I ndian health organi zation representing the |argest nunber of
tribal |eaders, the governor shall appoint the tribal representative to
t he subcabi net as an advocate for Indian health care needs.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. (1) The subcabinet has the follow ng
responsibilities:

(a) Recommend to the governor a |lead agency to fulfill requirenents
as specified in subsection (2) of this section;

(b) Review the plan prepared under section 6 of this act and nake
recommendations to the governor regarding its approval;

(c) Convene, at least annually, a tribal health care managenent
meeting to provide a public forumfor review of tribal and agency pl an
performance and rel ated i ssues;

(d) Develop, in consultation with the tribes, specific health care
per for mance measur es.

(2) The | ead agency has the follow ng responsibilities:

(a) Consistent with funds identified for this purpose, provide and
coordi nate the necessary resources and technical support to inplenent
this chapter

(b) Coordinate the plan devel opnent required in section 6 of this
act ;
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(c) Adm nister funds and grants specifically designated for the
pur pose of this chapter;
(d) Appoint work groups and ad hoc conm ttees, as necessary.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. Each agency and tribe has the follow ng
responsi bilities under this chapter:

(1) Wrk with the governor to ensure the provisions of the
centennial accord and new m || enni um agreenent are inplenented;

(2) Participate in the developnment of the plan and performance
measur es standards;

(3) Create separately, or integrate into an existing tribal or
agency strategic plan, related objectives, strategies, and performnce
measures consistent with the standards established under section 6 of
this act and strategic planning requirenents set forth by the office of
financi al managenent;

(4) Collect the necessary data to nonitor plan performance and
provide the data for review at Indian health care managenent neeti ngs
and for rel ated purposes.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. The Anerican Indian health care delivery
plan is established to be devel oped as foll ows:

(1) The plan nust enconpass a six-year period but may be revised
biennially consistent with the devel opnent of the state's biennial
budget .

(2) The plan nust be developed in coordination with the state
health report, as required by chapter 43.20 RCW and simlar reporting
docunent s.

(3) It is the responsibility of the lead agency to oversee the
pl an's developnment and to assure tribal consultation during the
process.

(4) The plan must include the follow ng el enents:

(a) Background and anal ysis, to include:

(1) Descriptions of all treaties, accords, agreenents, statutes,
regul ations, case |aw governing tribal health care, and rel ated maj or
anendnents and nodi fications during the previous biennium

(1i) Description of the state's Indian health care system

(1i1) Forecasts and trends on: I ndian norbidity, nortality, and
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i ssues; and adequacy of prograns, providers, and facilities to neet
needs;

(tv) A sunmary of major Indian health care problenms and issues
i ncl udi ng net hods and anal yses of identification,;

(b) Strategies plan devel opnent, to include:

(1) Goals and strategies of each tribe and agency on nethods to
address identified problens and issues;

(1i) Statutory and regulatory changes necessary to inplenent
strat egi es;

(1i1) Related budget requirenents;

(c) Performance neasurenents, including specific quantifiable
outcone neasures that are consistent with the standards devel oped by
t he subcabi net and of the office of financial managenent.

NEW  SECTION.  Sec. 7. The gover nor has t he foll ow ng
responsibilities:

(1) Wwork with tribes and agencies to ensure the centennial accord
and the new m || ennium agreenent are inplenented,;

(2) Appoint the tribal subcabi net nmenber under section 3 of this
act in a tinmely manner;

(3) Attend an Indian health care nanagenent neeting at |east
annual | y;

(4) Ensure that Indian health care issues received adequate
deliberation in the preparation of the state budget or Kkey health
policy |egislation, regulations, and executive orders.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. RCW43.70.590 (Anerican Indian health care
delivery plan) and 1995 ¢ 43 s 4 & 1993 c 492 s 468 are each repeal ed.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. Sections 1 through 7, 10, and 11 of this act
constitute a new chapter in Title 43 RCW

NEW SECTI ON.  Sec. 10. This act does not affect any existing right
acquired or liability or obligation incurred under the sections anended
or repealed in this act or under any rule or order adopted under those
sections, nor does it affect any proceeding instituted under those
sections.
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NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 11.

Crystal

| ndi an health act.

This act may be known and cited as the Sue

~-- END ---
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