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S-3433.1

SENATE BI LL 6591

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Thi baudeau, Brandl and, Parlette and Franklin

Read first time 01/26/2004. Referred to Committee on Governnent
Operations & El ections.

AN ACT Rel ating to forensic pathol ogy; anmendi ng RCW 43.103. 030 and
43.79. 445; and repeal i ng RCW 28B. 20. 426.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW43.103.030 and 1999 ¢ 40 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

There is created the Wshington state forensic investigations
council. The council shall oversee the bureau of forensic |aboratory
services and, in consultation with the chief of the Washington state
patrol or the chief's designee, control the operation and establish
policies of the bureau of forensic |aboratory services. The counci
may al so study and recomend cost-efficient inprovenents to the death
i nvestigation system in Washington and report its findings to the
| egi sl ature.

Further, the council shall ((—fetnthyr—wththeechairpersen—-of—the

AN N o N N H a Mchi nat on' h

Medi-etne—or—the—chalrperson-s—destghree;-)) oversee the state forensic

( ( pathology—felHowship)) pathol ogi st program determ ne the budget for
the program and set the ((feHew-s)) state forensic pathologist's

annual salary, and take those steps necessary to admnister the
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pr ogram The state forensic pathologist shall be available to the
county coroners and nedical examners of the state w thout charge to
perform autopsies, provide consultations, and testify in court.

The forensic investigations council shall be actively involved in
the preparation of the bureau of forensic |aboratory services budget
and shall approve the bureau of forensic |aboratory services budget
prior to its formal subm ssion to the office of financial managenent
pursuant to RCW 43. 88. 030.

Sec. 2. RCW 43.79.445 and 1997 c 454 s 901 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

There is established an account in the state treasury referred to
as the "death investigations account” which shall exist for the purpose
of receiving, holding, investing, and disbursing funds appropriated or
provided in RCW 70.58.107 and any noneys appropriated or otherw se
provi ded thereafter.

Moneys in the death investigations account shall be disbursed by
the state treasurer once every year on Decenber 31 and at any other
time determned by the treasurer. The treasurer shall rmake
di sbursenents to: The state toxicology |aboratory, counties for the

cost of autopsies, the ((Ypversity—of—Vashingten)) forensic

investigations council to fund the state forensic ((pathoelogy
feH-owship)) pathologist program the state patrol for providing
partial funding for the state dental identification system the
crimnal justice training comnmssion for training county coroners,
medi cal exam ners and their staff, and the state forensic
i nvestigations council. Funds from the death investigations account

may be appropriated during the 1997-99 biennium for the purposes of
statewide child nortality reviews adm nistered by the departnent of
heal t h.

The ((Yrbversityof Vashington-and-the)) Washington state forensic
i nvestigations council shall ((jetntty)) determ ne the yearly anount

for the state forensic ((pathology—felHlowship)) pathol ogist program
establ i shed by RCW ((28B—26-426)) 43.103.030.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. RCW 28B.20.426 (Fellowship program in
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1 forensi c pat hol ogy--Fundi ng--Recipient's services to county coroners)
2 and 1991 c 176 s 3 & 1986 ¢ 31 s 1 are each repeal ed.

~-- END ---
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