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SENATE BI LL 6590

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Session

By Senators MAuliffe, B. Sheldon, Prentice, Kline, Fairley, Brown,
Poul sen, Eide, Shin, Franklin, Berkey, Thibaudeau, Fraser, Kohl -
Wl |l es, Spanel and Rasnussen

Read first tine 01/ 26/ 2004. Referred to Commttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to safety belts on school buses; anending RCW
46. 04. 521, 46.37.510, and 46.61.688; creating a new section; and maki ng
an appropriation.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The Washington state |egislature finds that
the safety of children is paranount and that safety belts on school
buses save Iives. Therefore, safety belts for use by every child
riding a school bus nust be provided.

Sec. 2. RCW46.04.521 and 1995 ¢ 141 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

School bus nmeans every notor vehicle used regularly to transport
children to and from school or in connection with school activities,
which is subject to the requirenents set forth in the nobst recent
edition of "Specifications for School Buses" published by the state
superintendent of public instruction, but does not include buses
operated by common carriers in urban transportation of school children
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Sec. 3. RCW 46.37.510 and 1987 c 330 s 729 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) No person may sell any autonobile manufactured or assenbled
after January 1, 1964, nor may any owner cause such vehicle to be
regi stered thereafter under the provisions of chapter 46.12 RCW unl ess
such notor car or autonobile is equipped with autonobile seat belts
installed for use on the front seats thereof which are of a type and
installed in a manner conformng to rules adopted by the state patrol.
Where registration is for transfer from an out-of-state |icense, the
applicant shall be infornmed of this section by the issuing agent and
has thirty days to conply. The state patrol shall adopt and enforce
standards as to what constitutes adequate and safe seat belts and for
the fastening and installation of them Such standards shall not be
bel ow those specified as mninmum requirenents by the Society of
Aut onoti ve Engi neers on June 13, 1963.

(2) Every passenger car manufactured or assenbled after January 1,
1965, shall be equipped with at least tw |ap-type safety belt
assenblies for use in the front seating positions.

(3) Every passenger car manufactured or assenbled after January 1,
1968, shall be equipped with a | ap-type safety belt assenbly for each
per manent passenger seating position. This requirenment shall not apply
to police vehicles.

(4) Every passenger car manufactured or assenbled after January 1,
1968, shall be equipped with at |east two shoul der harness-type safety
belt assenblies for use in the front seating positions.

(5) The state patrol shall excuse specified types of notor vehicles
or seating positions wthin any notor vehicle from the requirenents
i nposed by subsections (1), (2), and (3) of this section when
conpl i ance woul d be inpractical.

(6) Every school bus nust provide safety belts for use by each
person riding the bus. The safety belts nust be of a design to provide
a lap belt for pelvic restraint and a shoulder belt to restrain upper
torso novenent. The safety belts are required in all school buses
purchased on or after June 30, 2004, and nust be retrofitted to all
school buses by June 30, 2010.
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(7) No person may distribute, have for sale, offer for sale, or
sell any safety belt or shoulder harness for use in notor vehicles
unless it neets current m ni num standards and specifications conformng
to rules adopted by the state patrol or the United States departnent of
transportation.

Sec. 4. RCW46.61.688 and 2003 ¢ 353 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) For the purposes of this section, the term "notor vehicle"
i ncl udes:

(a) "Buses," nmeaning notor vehicles wth notive power, except
trailers, designed to carry nore than ten passengers, and includes
school buses;

(b) "Ml tipurpose passenger vehicles,” nmeaning notor vehicles with
notive power, except trailers, designed to carry ten persons or |ess
that are constructed either on a truck chassis or wth special features
for occasional off-road operation;

(c) "Neighborhood electric vehicle," nmeaning a self-propelled,
electrically powered four-wheel ed notor vehicle whose speed attainable
in one mle is nore than twenty mles per hour and not nore than
twenty-five mles per hour and conforns to federal regulations under
Title 49 CF. R Part 571.500;

(d) "Passenger cars," neaning notor vehicles with notive power,
except rmultipurpose passenger vehicles, notorcycles, or trailers,
designed for carrying ten passengers or |ess; and

(e) "Trucks," mneaning notor vehicles with notive power, except
trailers, designed primarily for the transportati on of property.

(2) This section only applies to notor vehicles that neet the
manual seat belt safety standards as set forth in federal notor vehicle
safety standard 208, to school buses, and to neighborhood electric
vehicles. This section does not apply to a vehicle occupant for whom
no safety belt is available when all designated seating positions as
required by federal notor vehicle safety standard 208 are occupi ed.

(3) Every person sixteen years of age or ol der operating or riding
in a notor vehicle shall wear the safety belt assenbly in a properly
adj usted and securely fastened manner.

(4) No person may operate a notor vehicle unless all child
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passengers under the age of sixteen years are either: (a) Wearing a
safety belt assenbly or (b) are securely fastened into an approved
child restraint device.

(5) A person violating this section shall be issued a notice of
traffic infraction under chapter 46.63 RCW A finding that a person
has commtted a traffic infraction under this section shall be
contained in the driver's abstract but shall not be available to
I nsurance conpani es or enpl oyers.

(6) Failure to conply with the requirements of this section does
not constitute negligence, nor nmay failure to wear a safety belt
assenbly be adm ssible as evidence of negligence in any civil action.

(7) This section does not apply to an operator or passenger who
possesses witten verification from a licensed physician that the
operator or passenger is unable to wear a safety belt for physical or
medi cal reasons.

(8 The state patrol nay adopt rules exenpting operators or
occupants of farm vehicles, construction equi pnment, and vehicl es that
are required to make frequent stops from the requirenment of wearing
safety belts.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. The sumof five hundred thousand dollars, or
as much thereof as nay be necessary, is appropriated for the biennium
ending June 30, 2005, from the highway safety fund to the
superintendent of public instruction to carry out the purposes of this
act.

~-- END ---
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