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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6589

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Commttee on Children & Famly Services & Corrections
(originally sponsored by Senators Hargrove, Stevens and Rasnussen)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 06/ 04.

AN ACT Rel ating to evaluations of parties in proceedings involving
child dependency or termnation of parental rights; and amendi ng RCW
13. 34. 090.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW13.34.090 and 2000 c 122 s 10 are each anmended to read
as follows:

(1) Any party has a right to be represented by an attorney in al
proceedi ngs under this chapter, to introduce evidence, to be heard in
his or her own behalf, to examne wtnesses, to receive a decision
based solely on the evidence adduced at the hearing, and to an unbi ased
fact-finder.

(2) At all stages of a proceeding in which a child is alleged to be
dependent, the child's parent, guardian, or |egal custodian has the
right to be represented by counsel, and if indigent, to have counse
appointed for himor her by the court. Unless waived in court, counsel
shal|l be provided to the child's parent, guardian, or |egal custodian,
if such person (a) has appeared in the proceeding or requested the
court to appoint counsel and (b) is financially unable to obtain
counsel because of indigency.
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(3) If a party to an action under this chapter is represented by
counsel, no order shall be provided to that party for his or her
signature wi thout prior notice and provision of the order to counsel.

(4) The court may order expert evaluations of parties. Expert
eval uations shall be perforned by appointed evaluators who are nutually
agreed upon by the court, the state, and parents' counsel, and, if the
child is to be evaluated, by counsel for the child. If no agreenent
can be reached, the court shall select the expert eval uator.

(5) Copies of departnent of social and health services or
supervi sing agency records to which parents have | egal access pursuant
to chapter 13.50 RCW shall be given to the child' s parent, guardian,
| egal custodian, or his or her |legal counsel, prior to any shelter care
hearing and within fifteen days after the departnent or supervising
agency receives a witten request for such records from the parent,
guardi an, |egal custodian, or his or her |legal counsel. These records
shal |l be provided to the child' s parents, guardian, |egal custodian, or
| egal counsel a reasonable period of time prior to the shelter care
hearing in order to allow an opportunity to review the records prior to
the hearing. These records shall be |egible and shall be provided at
no expense to the parents, guardian, |egal custodian, or his or her
counsel. \Wen the records are served on | egal counsel, |egal counsel
shall have the opportunity to review the records with the parents and
shall review the records with the parents prior to the shelter care
heari ng.

--- END ---
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