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SENATE BI LL 6554

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Session

By Senators Franklin, Parlette, Keiser, Wnsley and Thibaudeau; by
request of Departnent of Health

Read first time 01/23/2004. Referred to Conmttee on Health & Long-
Term Car e.

AN ACT Relating to elimnating credentialing barriers for health
prof essi ons; anendi ng RCW 18. 06. 050, 18.29.021, 18.29.180, 18.34.070,
18.79.160, 18.83.050, 18.83.070, 18.83.072, 18.83.082, and 18.83.170;
adding a new section to chapter 18.79 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the health care
work force shortage is contributing to the health care crisis. The
| egislature also finds that some unnecessary barriers exist that slow
or prevent qualified applicants from becom ng credential ed health care
provi ders. The legislature further finds that elimnating these
initial barriers to licensure will contribute to state initiatives
directed toward easing the health <care personnel shortage in
Washi ngt on.

Sec. 2. RCW18.06.050 and 1991 ¢ 3 s 7 are each anended to read as
fol | ows:

Any person seeking to be exam ned shall present to the secretary at
| east forty-five days before the comrencenent of the exam nation:
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(1) A witten application on a form or forns provided by the
secretary setting forth wunder affidavit such information as the
secretary may require; and

(2) Proof that the candi date has:

(a) Successfully conpleted a course, approved by the secretary, of
didactic training in basic sciences and acupuncture over a m ninum
period of two academ c years. The training shall include such subjects
as anatony, physiology, ((bacter+oloegy)) mcrobiol ogy, biochemstry,
pat hol ogy, hygiene, and a survey of western clinical sciences. The
basic science classes nust be equivalent to those offered at the
collegiate level. However, if the applicant is a |icensed chiropractor
under chapter 18.25 RCWor a naturopath |licensed under chapter 18. 36A
RCW the requirenents of this subsection relating to basic sciences nay
be reduced by up to one year depending upon the extent of the
candidate's qualifications as determ ned under rules adopted by the
secretary;

(b) Successfully conpl eted ((a—-e€oeurse—approvedbytheseeretaryy))

five hundred hours of clinical training in acupuncture ((ever—a—nm

and—di-seusston)) that is approved by the secretary.

Sec. 3. RCW18.29.021 and 1996 ¢ 191 s 10 are each anmended to read
as follows:

(1) The department shall issue a license to any applicant who, as
determ ned by the secretary:

(a) Has successfully conpl eted an educati onal program approved by
the secretary. This educational program shall include course work
enconpassing the subject areas within the scope of the license to
practice dental hygiene in the state of Washi ngton;

(b) Has successfully conpleted an exam nation adm nistered or
approved by the dental hygi ene exam ning commttee; and

(c) Has not engaged in unprofessional conduct or is not unable to
practice with reasonable skill and safety as a result of a physical or
ment al i npai rment .
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(2) The departnent shall issue a limted |license to any applicant
who, as determned by the secretary:

(a) Has graduated from an accredited dental hygi ene educationa
program approved by the secretary;

(b) Has successfully conpleted an exam nation admnistered or
approved by the dental hygiene conmttee which includes a patient
eval uation and prophylaxis and anesthesia/nitrous oxide; and

(c) Has not engaged in unprofessional conduct or is not unable to
practice with reasonable skill and safety as a result of a physical or
nental inpairnent.

A person practicing wth a limted license granted under this
section may not place restorations or carve, contour, or adjust
contacts or the occlusion of the restoration.

(3) Applications for licensure nust conply with admnistrative
procedures, adm nistrative requirenents, and fees established accordi ng
to RCW 43. 70. 250 and 43. 70. 280.

Sec. 4. RCW18.29.180 and 1991 ¢ 3 s 57 are each anended to read
as follows:

The follow ng practices, acts, and operations are excepted fromthe
operation of this chapter:

(1) The practice of dental hygiene in the discharge of officia
duties by dental hygienists in the United States armed services, coast
guard, public health services, veterans' bureau, or bureau of Indian
affairs;

(2) Dental hygiene prograns approved by the secretary and the
practice of dental hygiene by students in dental hygiene prograns
approved by the secretary, when acting under the direction and
supervi sion of persons |icensed under chapter 18.29 or 18.32 RCWacti ng
as instructors;

(3) The practice of dental hygiene by students in accredited dental
hygi ene educational prograns when acting under the direction and

supervi sion of instructors licensed under chapter 18.29 or 18.32 RCW

Sec. 5. RCW 18.34. 070 and 1991 ¢ 3 s 76 are each anended to read
as foll ows:
Any applicant for a license shall be examned if he or she pays an
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exam nation fee determned by the secretary as provided in RCW
43.70.250 and certifies under oath that he or she:

(1) I's eighteen years or nore of age; and

(2) Has graduated from an accredited high school; and

(3) ((+s—a—seitizen—of—theLnited States—orhas—declaredhis—or—her
. : .| . B eit . I th L aw I

t4y)) Is of good noral character; and

((65))) (4) Has either:

(a) Had at |l east three years of apprenticeship training; or

(b) Successfully conpleted a prescribed course in opticianry in a
coll ege or university approved by the secretary; or

(c) Been principally engaged in practicing as a di spensing optician
not in the state of Washington for five years.

Sec. 6. RCW18.79.160 and 1994 sp.s. ¢ 9 s 416 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) An applicant for a license to practice as a registered nurse
shall submt to the conm ssion

(a) An attested witten application on a departnent form

(b) ((WHtten)) An official ((evrdence—of—a diploma—Ffrom)
transcript denonstrating graduation and successful conpletion of an
approved ((seheoel)) program of nursing; and

(c) Any other official records specified by the comm ssion.

(2) An applicant for a Ilicense to practice as an advanced
regi stered nurse practitioner shall submt to the conm ssion:

(a) An attested witten application on a departnent form

(b) ((WHtten)) An  official ((ev+dence—ot)) transcri pt
denonstrating graduation and successful conpletion of an advanced
regi stered nurse practitioner ((++aining)) program neeting criteria
establ i shed by the comm ssion; and

(c) Any other official records specified by the comm ssion.

(3) An applicant for a license to practice as a |licensed practical
nurse shall submt to the conm ssion:

(a) An attested witten application on a departnent form

(b) Witten official evidence that the applicant is over the age of
ei ght een;

(¢) ((Witten—olHteral—evidence—ol—ahigh-school—diploma—or—general
edueaton—developrent—ecerti-H-cate—or—diploma—
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tH—Witten)) An official ((evrdenrce—eof—~conpletion—eof)) transcript

denonstrating graduation and successful conpletion of an approved
practical nursing program or its equivalent; and

((€e))) (d) Any other official records specified by the conmm ssion.

(4) At the tinme of subm ssion of the application, the applicant for
a license to practice as a registered nurse, advanced regi stered nurse
practitioner, or licensed practical nurse nmust not be in violation of
chapter 18.130 RCWor this chapter.

(5 The commssion shall establish by rule the criteria for
eval uating the education of all applicants.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. A new section is added to chapter 18.79 RCW
to read as foll ows:

A licensed practical nurse with an active license who is in the
process of conpleting or has conpleted the coursework of a
nontraditional registered nurse program approved by the conm ssion can
obtain the required clinical experience when: (1) The experience is
obt ai ned under the imrediate supervision of a registered nurse who
agrees to act as the preceptor wth the understanding that the Iicensed
practical nurse is practicing under the preceptor's registered nurse
| icense. The preceptor nust have an unrestricted license wth at | east
two years of clinical practice in the sane type of practice setting
where the preceptorship will occur; and (2) the experience is obtained
Wi thin six nonths of conpletion of the approved nontraditional program

Sec. 8. RCW18.83.050 and 1994 c 35 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The board shall adopt such rules as it deens necessary to carry
out its functions.

(2) The board shall examine the qualifications of applicants for
licensing under this chapter, to determne which applicants are
eligible for licensing under this chapter and shall forward to the
secretary the nanes of applicants so eligible.

(3) The board shall adm nister examnations to qualified applicants
on at |east an annual basis. The board shall determ ne the subject

matter and scope of the exam nati on((s—anrd—shalH—requireboth—witten
and—oeral—examnations—of—each—apptieant)), except as provided in RCW
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18. 83. 170. The board may allow applicants to take the ((witten))
exam nation wupon the granting of their doctoral degree before
conpletion of their internship for supervised experience.

(4) The board shall keep a conplete record of its own proceedi ngs,
of the questions given in exam nations, of the nanes and qualifications
of all applicants, and the names and addresses of all |I|icensed
psychol ogi sts. The exam nati on paper of such applicant shall be kept
on file for a period of at |east one year after exam nation.

(5 The board shall, by rule, adopt a code of ethics for
psychol ogi sts which is designed to protect the public interest.

(6) The board may require that persons |licensed under this chapter
as psychol ogi sts obtain and maintain professional liability insurance
in anobunts determned by the board to be practicable and reasonably
avai |l abl e.

Sec. 9. RCW18.83.070 and 1995 ¢ 198 s 11 are each anmended to read
as follows:

An applicant for a license as "psychol ogist” nust submt proof to
the board that:

(1) The applicant is of good noral character.

(2) The applicant holds a doctoral degree from a regionally
accredited institution, obtained froman integrated program of graduate
study in psychol ogy as defined by rules of the board.

(3) The applicant has had no fewer than two years of supervised

experi ence( (—at—east—one—of whi-ch-shall—have been—obtai-ned-subsequent
to—thegranting—of the doctoraldegree)). The board shall adopt rules

defining the circunstances under which supervised experience shall
qualify the candidate for |icensure.

(4) The applicant has passed the ((wittenr—oer—oral)) exam nation or
exam nati ons( (—e+—beth—as—preseribed)) required by the board.

Any person holding a valid license to practice psychology in the
state of Washington on June 7, 1984, shall be considered |icensed under
this chapter.

Sec. 10. RCW 18.83.072 and 1996 c¢c 191 s 65 are each anended to
read as foll ows:
(1) Exam nation of applicants shall be held in Aynpia, Wshington,
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or at such other place as designated by the secretary, at |east
annual ly at such tines as the board nmay determ ne.

(2) ((Ary—appH-eant—shal—havethe+ight—todiseuss—wththe board
hi I : I . on.

3y)) Any applicant who fails to nake a passing grade on the
exam nation may be allowed to retake the exam nation. Any appl i cant
who fails the exam nation a second tinme nust obtain special perm ssion
fromthe board to take the exam nati on again.

((64))) (3) The board my approve an exam nation prepared or
adm nistered by a private testing agency or association of |icensing
aut horities.

Sec. 11. RCW 18.83.082 and 1996 c¢ 191 s 67 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

A person, not Ilicensed in this state, who w shes to perform
practices under the provisions of this chapter for a period not to
exceed ninety days within a cal endar year, nust petition the board for
a tenporary permt to perform such practices. If the person is
licensed or certified in another state deened by the board to have
standards equivalent to this chapter, or if the person is a nenber of
a professional organization and holds a certificate deened by the board
to neet standards equivalent to this chapter, a permt may be issued.
No fee shall be charged for such tenporary permt.

Sec. 12. RCW 18.83.170 and 1996 c¢c 191 s 70 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Upon conpliance with admnistrative procedures, admnistrative
requi renents, and fees determ ned under RCW 43.70.250 and 43.70. 280,
the board may grant a |license, wthout ((wtten)) oral examnation, to
any applicant who has not previously failed any exam nation held by the
board of psychol ogy of the state of Washi ngton and furni shes evidence
satisfactory to the board that the applicant:

(1) Holds a doctoral degree with primary enphasis on psychol ogy
froman accredited college or university; and

(2)(a) Is licensed or certified to practice psychol ogy in anot her
state or country in which the requirenents for such |icensing or
certification are, in the judgnent of the board, essentially equival ent
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to those required by this chapter and the rules and regul ati ons of the
boar d. Such individuals nust have been licensed or certified in
another state for a period of at |east two years; or

((63))) (b) I's a diplomate in good standing of the Anerican Board
of Exam ners in Professional Psychol ogy; or

(c) Is a nenber of a professional organization and holds a
certificate deened by the board to neet standards equivalent to this

chapter.

~-- END ---
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