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S-3921.1

SENATE BI LL 6505

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Session
By Senators Doumt, Mrton, Fraser and Parlette

Read first time 01/21/2004. Referred to Commttee on Natural
Resources, Energy & Water.

AN ACT Relating to fire suppression capability in the wldland and
urban interface areas; creating a new section; and declaring an
emer gency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The state fire protection policy board,
through the director of fire protection wwthin the state patrol, shal
conduct an assessnent of fire suppression capability in the interface
areas between w ldlands and urban areas throughout the state. The
state fire protection policy board should concentrate wupon the
geographic areas in which wldland fuels and devel opnent neet or are
i nterm xed. The state fire protection policy board should generally
exclude from the assessnent those areas within the fire suppression
jurisdiction of the departnment of natural resources for forest |ands
under chapter 76.04 RCW and urban areas protected by city fire
departnments or fire protection districts in which wildland fuels are a
m ni mal source of fire hazard.

(2) The state fire protection policy board shall encourage the
participation of fire suppression jurisdictions, fire fighters, the
i nsurance industry, the departnment of natural resources, the energency
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managenent division of the mlitary departnent, and | ocal governnents
in conducting the assessnent. The state fire protection policy board
shall invite the associations of fire chiefs and fire conm ssioners to
participate fully in the assessnent and to facilitate involvenent of
and communi cation with fire protection districts and fire departnents
t hroughout the state that provide coverage in wldlife and urban
interface areas. The fire protection bureau of the state patrol shal
provi de staff assistance to the state fire protection policy board in
conducting the assessnent.

(3) The assessnment should include the follow ng:

(a) An inventory of the interface areas within the state, including
a general description of the total area, and the characteristics of
wildlife fuels and devel opnent patterns within this areas;

(b) A general description of current and projected coverage by fire
protection jurisdictions in these areas, and current and project
capacity of such jurisdictions considering factors such as personnel,
trai ning, equi pnent, and budgetary resources;

(c) A review of existing agreenents anong fire jurisdictions for
mutual assistance and fire response wthin interface areas, and
response tines and callout procedures both at a nutual-aid |Ievel and
for a state declared nobilization;

(d) An assessnent of water sources and infrastructure for fire flow
delivery in interface areas, including availability of piped water at
fire flow pressure, fire hydrants, standpipes in water bodies or water
storage facilities, and other infrastructure;

(e) An assessnent of |and use, building and fire codes within such
areas, defensible space requirenents, egress and ingress routes from
the interface areas, and the effects upon wldland fire hazard and
potential danmages;

(f) Recommendations for a system of classifying interface areas
that recognize differences across the state in fire hazard, fire risk,
and structural and w |l dland fuel characteristics; and

(g) Recommendations to strengthen fire prevention and suppression
in interface areas, including provision of suppression infrastructure,
i nprovenents in fire jurisdiction training, equipnent, and funding, and
i nproved coordination anong fire jurisdictions to achieve pronpt and
effective response to fires in interface areas.
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(4) The state fire protection policy board shall provide the report
to the appropriate commttees of the senate and house of
representatives no |later than Decenber 1, 2004.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. This act is necessary for the imrediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnent and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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