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SENATE BI LL 6418

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Session
By Senators Roach and Kastanma; by request of Secretary of State

Read first time 01/20/2004. Referred to Committee on Governnent
Operations & El ections.

AN ACT Relating to election-related crines; amendi ng RCW
29A.84. 720, 29A.84.040, 29A 84.110, 29A.84.130, 29A. 84.250, 29A. 84. 310,
29A. 84. 410, 29A. 84.420, 29A 84.510, 29A.84.530, 29A. 84.550, 29A. 84. 560,
29A. 84. 620, 29A. 84.630, 29A 84.640, 29A.84.650, 29A. 84.655, 29A. 84. 660,
29A. 84. 710, and 29A. 84.730; reenacting and anendi ng RCW 29A. 84. 230 and
29A. 84. 680; addi ng new sections to chapter 29A.84 RCW creating a new
section; recodi fying RCW 29A. 84.720; repealing RCW 29A. 84.020
29A. 84. 030, 29A. 84.120, 29A 84.140, 29A.84.210, 29A. 84.220, 29A. 84. 240,
29A. 84. 260, 29A. 84.270, 29A. 84.320, 29A.84.520, 29A.84.540, 29A. 84.610,
29A. 84. 670, and 29A.84.740; prescribing penalties; and providing an
effective date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

PART |
GENERAL PROVI SI ONS

Sec. 1. RCW29A. 84.720 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 2138 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Except as otherw se provided by |law, every person charged with the
performance of any duty under the provisions of any law of this state
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relating to elections, including primaries, or the provisions of any
charter or ordinance of any county, city, or town of this state
relating to elections who ((wH+uHy—regleects—orrefuses—to—perform
such duty, or who, in the perforpnance of such duty, or in his or her
efHetal—~eapacttys)) know ngly ((er—+raudulenthy)) violates any of the
provisions of law relating to such duty, is guilty of a class C fel ony,
puni shabl e under RCW 9A. 20. 021, and shall forfeit his or her office.

Sec. 2. RCW29A 84.040 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 2104 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

A person who renoves or defaces lawfully placed political
advertising including yard signs or billboards w thout authorization is
guilty of a msdeneanor ((punishable—to—the—samre—extent—as—a
m-sdermeanor—that s puni-shable under ROAM9A-20-021)). The defacenent

or renoval of each itemconstitutes a separate violation

PART 11
REG STRATI ON

Sec. 3. RCW29A 84.110 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 2105 are each anended to
read as foll ows:
((H—any)) A county auditor or registration assistant who:

(1) ((WHHuHy—neglects—or—refuses—toperformany—duby—reguired-by
Faw+n——connecton—wththe registrationof—veters)) Intentionally fails

to place a voter reqgistration applicant on the voter reqgistration rolls
when required by |aw or

4y)) Places a voter reqgistration applicant on the voter

registration rolls knowing that the rejection of the application for
registration is required by law or
(3) Destroys, nmutilates, conceals, changes, or alters any
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registration record ((+nr—~econnection—therewith)) except as authorized by
voter registration | aw,

((he—oer——she)) is guilty of a ((gress—sdereanor—punishabletothe sanre
extent—as—a—gross—m-sdenreanor—that—+s)) class C felony, punishable
under RCW 9A. 20. 021

Sec. 4. RCW 29A. 84.130 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 2107 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Any person who:

(1) Knowingly provides false information on an application for
voter registration under any provision of this title;

(2) Knowi ngly makes or attests to a false declaration as to his or
her qualifications as a voter;

(3) Knowingly causes or permts hinself or herself to be registered
usi ng the nane of another person;

(4) Knowi ngly causes hinself or herself to be registered under two
or nore different nanes;

(5) ((Knownghly—ecauses—hinselH—or—herself—to-be registeredin—two
or—rore—counties)) Reqgisters to vote wthout disclosing previous
registration information with the intent of causing hinself or herself
to be registered nore than once or in nore than one | ocation;

(6) Ofers to pay another person to assist in registering voters,
where paynment is based on a fixed anount of noney per voter
regi stration

(7) Accepts paynent for assisting in registering voters, where
paynment is based on a fixed anmount of noney per voter registration; or

(8) Knowi ngly causes any person to be registered or causes any
registration to be transferred or cancel ed except as authorized under
this title,
is guilty of a class C felony, punishable under RCW 9A. 20.021.

PART |11
PETI TI ONS AND SI GNATURES

Sec. 5. RCW 29A. 84. 230 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 2111 and 2003 ¢ 53 s 182

are each reenacted and anended to read as foll ows:
(1) Every person who knowngly signs an initiative ((er)),.
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referendum_recall, or candidate petition with any other than his or
her true nanme is guilty of a class C felony, punishable under RCW
9A. 20. 021.

(2) Every person who knowi ngly signs nore than one petition for the
same initiative ((er)), referendum ((#easure)), recall, or candidate or

who signs ((apr—+nA-t+ative—or—referendur)) any such petition know ng

that he or she is not a | egal voter or who nmakes a fal se statenent as

to his or her residence on any ((+nArtHative—or—referendunr)) such

petition, is guilty of a gross m sdeneanor.

Sec. 6. RCW 29A. 84.250 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 2113 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Every person is guilty of a gross m sdeneanor who:

(1) For any consideration or gratuity or prom se thereof, signs or
declines to sign any initiative ((e+r)), referendum__recall, or
candi date petition; or

(2) Provides or receives consideration for soliciting or procuring
signatures on an initiative ((e+)), referendum recall, or candidate
petition if any part of the consideration is based upon the nunber of
signatures solicited or procured, or offers to provide or agrees to
recei ve such consideration any of which is based on the nunber of
signatures solicited or procured; or

(3) Gves or offers any consideration or gratuity to any person to
i nduce himor her to sign or not to sign ((er—te—vetefor—oer—agathst
anRy—+AHtative—or—referendum—reasure)) an initiative, referendum

recall, or candidate petition; or
(4) Interferes with or attenpts to interfere with the right of any
voter to sign or not to sign an initiative ((e+)), referendum_recall,

or candidate petition ((er—wth—thertght—to—vetefor—or—agarnst—an

Htat+ve—or—referendumreasure)) by threats, intimdation, or any
ot her corrupt neans or practice((—e+
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PART |V
FI LI NG FOR OFFI CE, DECLARATI ONS, AND NOM NATI ONS

Sec. 7. RCW 29A. 84.310 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 2117 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Every person who:

(1) Knowi ngly provides false information on his or her declaration
of candidacy or petition of nom nation; or

(2) Files a declaration of candidacy or petition of nom nation on
behalf of a fictitious person; or

(3) Conceals or fraudulently defaces or destroys a certificate that
has been filed with an elections officer under RCW 29A. 20. 110 t hr ough
29A. 20. 200 or a declaration of candidacy or petition of nom nation that
has been filed with an elections officer, or any part of such a
certificate, declaration, or petition, is guilty of a class C felony,
puni shabl e under RCW 9A. 20. 021

PART V
BALLOTS

Sec. 8. RCW29A 84.410 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 2119 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Any person who is retained or enployed by any officer authorized by
the laws of this state to procure the printing of any official ballot
or who is engaged in printing official ballots is guilty of a gross
m sdeneanor if the person know ngly:

(1) Appropriates any official ballot to hinself or herself; or

(2) Gves or delivers any official ballot to or permts any
official ballot to be taken by any person ((ether—thanthe)), know ng
that the person is not an officer authorized by lawto receive it; or
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(3) Prints or causes to be printed or otherwi se prepared any

official ballot: (a) In ((any—other—tormthanthat—prescribedbytaw
or—as—direected—by—the—olHcer—auvthortzed—to—procure—the—prnating

Faw)) which the nane of a candidate, ballot title, or instruction to
voters is altered, omtted, supplenented, or otherwise differs fromthe
manner prescribed by law or as certified; (b) arranged differently than
the manner prescribed by law or as certified; or (c) otherwise altered

in formor substance fromthe manner prescribed by |law or as certified.

Sec. 9. RCW 29A. 84.420 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 2120 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) It is a gross m sdeneanor for a person to exam ne, or assist
another to exam ne, any voter record, ballot, or any other state or
| ocal governnent official election material if the person, wthout
| awful authority, conducts the exam nation:

(a) ((Fer—the—purpose)) Wth the intent of identifying the nane of

a voter and how the voter voted; or

(b) ((Fer—thepurpoese)) Wth the intent of determ ning how a voter

whose nanme is known to the person, voted; or

(c) ((Fer—the—purpose)) Wth the intent of identifying the nane of
the voter who voted in a manner known to the person.

(2) Any person who knowingly reveals to another information
((whieh)) that the person ascertained in violation of subsection (1) of
this section is guilty of a gross m sdeneanor.

(3) ((A-gross—msdereanor—under—this—section+s—punt-shabletothe

e I .  chabl I
9A20-021)) Consent by the voter for that person to see his or her
ball ot or know his or her vote is a defense.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 10. A new section is added to chapter 29A 84
RCWto read as foll ows:

BALLOT | NTERFERENCE. A person who receives possession of a voted
ballot with the intent to destroy or alter the ballot, prevent its
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delivery to a proper election official, or deliver it to a person other
than a proper election official is guilty of a class C felony,
puni shabl e under RCW 9A. 20. 021

PART Vi
PCLLI NG PLACE

Sec. 11. RCW29A 84.510 and 2003 c 111 s 2121 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

(1) On the day of any primary or general or special election, ((ne
persen—+ay;)) a person who knowingly conmts any of the follow ng acts
within a polling place((s)) or in any public area within three hundred
feet of any entrance to such polling place is quilty of a gross
m sdeneanor :

(a) Suggests or persuades ((er—attenpt—to—suggest—or—persuade)) any
voter to vote for or against any candi date or ball ot neasure, whether
verbally or through the use of printed material or other nedium

(h) ((Eewate—cards—or—handbitHs—of—any—kind-—

£¢))) Solicits signatures to any kind of petition; or

((4))) (c) Engages in any practice ((whieh)) that interferes with
the freedom of voters to exercise their franchise or disrupts the
adm nistration of the polling place.

(2) ((Ne)) A person ((may)) who knowi ngly obstructs the doors or
entries to a building in which a polling place is |located or prevent
free access to and from any polling place is quilty of a qgross

m sdeneanor. ( ( Avy——sheriH—deputy—sheri H——or—nuiicipal—aw

epforcenent—olHcer—shalH—prevent—sueh—obstructi-on—and—ray—arrest—any
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Sec. 12. RCW29A 84.530 and 2003 c 111 s 2123 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Deliberately inpeding other voters from casting their votes by
refusing to leave a voting booth or voting device is a m sdeneanor
((and is subject to the penalties provided in chapter 9A 20 RCW). The
precinct election officers my provide assistance in the nmanner
provi ded by RCW 29A. 44. 240 to any voter who requests it.

Sec. 13. RCW29A 84.550 and 2003 c 111 s 2125 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Any person who willfully defaces, renoves, or destroys any of the
supplies or materials that the person knows are intended both for use
in a polling place and for enabling a voter to prepare his or her
ballot is guilty of a class C felony, punishable under RCW 9A. 20. 021.

Sec. 14. RCW 29A. 84. 560 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 2126 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Any person who ((tanpers—wth—eor)) damages ((er)), attenpts to
damage, or tanpers or interferes with any voting ((#waechine—or—deviceteo

being)) system device, or tallying systemby electronic or any other

neans know ng that it is or will be used in a primary or special or
general election((5)) is qguilty of a class C felony, punishable under
RCW 9A. 20. 021

(2) Any person who records, or causes to be recorded, the vote of
any voter in a nmanner other than as designated by the voter, by
el ectronic or any other neans is quilty of a class C felony, punishable
under RCW 9A. 20. 021

NEW SECTION. Sec. 15. A new section is added to chapter 29A 84
RCWto read as foll ows:
PREVENTI NG VOTI NG A person who know ngly prevents another voter
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from casting a vote or casting a vote in the manner desired by the
voter, whether in the polling place or otherw se, other than as
provided in RCW 29A.84.530, is guilty of a class C felony, punishable
under RCW 9A. 20. 021

Sec. 16. RCW 29A 84.620 and 2003 c 111 s 2128 are each anended to
read as foll ows:
Any person who ((uses—+enace—force—threat—or—any—unlawiul—reans
A i )
directly or indirectly offers any bribe, reward, or any thing of val ue
to a voter in exchange for the voter's vote for or agai nst any person
or ballot neasure, or ((autherizes—any—person—to—do—s6)) in exchange
for the voter declining to vote, is qguilty of a class C felony,
puni shabl e under RCW 9A. 20. 021

Sec. 17. RCW 29A. 84. 630 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 2129 are each anended to
read as fol |l ows:

persuades or attenpts to persuade, other than by offer of a bribe

reward, or thing of value, a voter against casting his or her vote in
any primary or special or general election is qguilty of a gross
m sdeneanor ( ( puat-shabletothe sane—extent—as—a gross—msdereanor—that
is punishable under RCW9A 20.021)).

Sec. 18. RCW 29A 84.640 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 2130 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Any person who solicits, requests, or denmands, directly or
indirectly, any reward or thing of value or the promse thereof in
exchange for his or her vote or in exchange for the vote of any other
person for or against any candidate or for or against any ballot
measure to be voted upon at a primary or special or general electionis

guilty of a gross m sdeneanor ((puntshable—to—thesare—extent—as—a
gross—rsdenreanor—that—+spunishableunrder ROAMOA20-021) ) .

Sec. 19. RCW 29A. 84. 650 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 2131 are each anended to

read as foll ows:
Any person who know ngly votes or attenpts to vote nore than once
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at any primary or general or special election is guilty of a gross

m sdenmeanor ( ( —puntshable—to—the—sare—extent—as—a—gross—m-sdenreanor
Hhat—-s—pun-shable—under—ROW-9A20-021) ) .

Sec. 20. RCW 29A 84.655 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 2132 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Any precinct election officer who knowingly permts any voter to
cast a second vote at any primary or general or special election, or
knowi ngly permts any person not a qualified voter to vote at any
primary or general or special election, is guilty of a class C felony,
puni shabl e under RCW 9A. 20. 021

Sec. 21. RCW 29A 84.660 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 2133 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Any person who knows that he or she does not possess the | egal
qualifications of a voter and who votes at any primary or special or
general election authorized by law to be held in this state for any
office whatever is guilty of a class C felony, punishable under RCW
9A. 20. 021.

Sec. 22. RCW 29A. 84. 680 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 2136 and 2003 ¢ 53 s 179
are each reenacted and anended to read as foll ows:

(1) A person who ((w+++#H##y—¥+e+akes—any—p+e¥+sken—e#—ehap%eF

absentee)) know ngly provides false infornmation in order to obtain or

vote a ballot is guilty of a class C felony, punishable under RCW
9A. 20. 021.

(2) Except as provided in this chapter, a person who wllfully
violates any other provision of chapter 29A. 40 RCW is guilty of a
m sdeneanor .

PART VI |
CANVASSI NG AND CERTI FYI NG

Sec. 23. RCW 29A. 84. 710 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 2137 are each anended to
read as foll ows:
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Every person is quilty of a class C felony,

puni shabl e under RCW

9A. 20. 021, who:

(1) Knowingly and falsely

el ecti on;

or

issues a certificate of nom nation or

(2) Knowi ngly provides false information on a certificate ((whieh))

t hat nust

be filed with an elections officer

under RCW 29A. 20. 110

t hrough 29A. 20. 200( (—s—gut+Hty—of—a—e€elassCfelony—punishable—under
ROW-9A20-021) ) .

Sec.

(1)

el ecti on.

24. RCW29A.84.730 and 2003 c¢ 111 s 2139 are each anended to
read as foll ows:
In any location in which ballots are counted, no person
authorized by law to be present while votes are being counted may
di vul ge any results of the count of the ballots at any time prior to
the closing of the polls for that

primry or

(2) Aviolation of this section is a gross m sdeneanor ((punishable

speci al or general

NEW SECTION. Sec. 25. A new section is added to chapter 29A 84

RCWto read as foll ows:
A person is guilty of a gross m sdeneanor who know ngly:
(1) Tanpers with or inpedes the

voting or vote recordi ng systen or

(2) Tanpers with or

results reporting system

use of any

NEW SECTION. Sec. 26. The following acts or

each repeal ed:
(1) RCW 29A.84.020 (Violations by officers) and 2003 ¢ 111 s 2102

& 1965 c

9 s 29.82. 210;

form of electronic

i npedes access to a vote reporting or election

parts of acts are

(2) RCW 29A. 84.030 (Penalty) and 2003 ¢ 111 s 2103 & 2001 ¢ 241 s

21;

(3) RCW 29A. 84. 120 (Di senfranchi senent or discrimnation) and 2003
c 111 s 2106;

(4)
2108;

RCW 29A. 84.140 (Unqualified

p. 11
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and 2003 c¢ 111 s
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(5) RCW29A.84.210 (Violations by officers) and 2003 ¢ 111 s 2109,
1993 ¢ 256 s 3, & 1965 c 9 s 29.79. 480;

(6) RCW 29A.84.220 (Violations--Corrupt practices) and 2003 c 111
s 2110, 1984 c 170 s 12, & 1965 c 9 s 29.82.220;

(7) RCW 29A.84.240 (Violations by signers, officers--Penalty) and
2003 ¢ 111 s 2112, 2003 c 53 s 183, 1984 c 170 s 11, & 1965 c 9 s
29.82. 170;

(8) RCW 29A.84.260 (Petitions--Inproperly signing) and 2003 c 111
s 2114;

(9) RCW 29A.84.270 (Duplication of names--Conspiracy--Crimnal and
civil liability) and 2003 ¢ 111 s 2115, 2003 ¢ 53 s 178, & 1965 ¢ 9 s
29. 18. 080;

(10) RCW29A. 84. 320 (Duplicate, nonexistent, untrue nanes--Penalty)
and 2003 c¢ 111 s 2118, 2003 ¢ 53 s 177, & 1965 ¢ 9 s 29.18. 070;

(11) RCW 29A. 84.520 (El ectioneering by election officers forbidden)
and 2003 ¢ 111 s 2122 & 1965 ¢ 9 s 29.51. 030;

(12) RCW 29A. 84.540 (Ballots--Renoving frompolling place) and 2003
c 111 s 2124;

(13) RCW 29A.84.610 (Deceptive, incorrect vote recording) and 2003
c 111 s 2127;

(14) RCW 29A.84.670 (Unl awmful acts by voters--Penalty) and 2003 c
111 s 2134, 2003 ¢ 53 s 181, & 1965 ¢ 9 s 29.51.230; and

(15) RCW 29A.84.740 (Returns and posted copy of results--Tanpering
wi th) and 2003 c¢ 111 s 2140.

NEW SECTI ON.  Sec. 27. RCW29A 84.720, as anended by section 1 of
this act, is recodified as the first section in chapter 29A 84 RCW

NEW SECTION. Sec. 28. The current subchapter headi ng of "VOII NG
in chapter 29A. 84 RCW is elimnated. Part headi ngs and captions in
this act are not part of the |aw

NEW SECTION. Sec. 29. This act takes effect July 1, 2004.

~-- END ---
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