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SENATE BI LL 6411

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Session

By Senators Brandl and, Rasnussen, Sheahan, Hargrove, Swecker, Brown,
Jacobsen, MAuliffe, Regala, Eide, Kline, Kohl-WIlles and Wnsley

Read first tinme 01/20/2004. Referred to Committee on Children &
Fam |y Services & Corrections.

AN ACT Relating to reducing hunger; anending RCW 74.08A. 010 and
74.08.025; adding a new section to chapter 28A 235 RCW adding a new
section to chapter 74.04 RCW creating new sections; and repeali ng RCW
28A. 235. 140.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature recognizes that hunger and
food insecurity are serious problens in the state. Since the United
States departnent of agriculture began to collect data on hunger and
food insecurity in 1995, Washington has been ranked each year w thin
the top five states wwth the highest [evels of hunger. A significant
nunber of these households classified as hungry are famlies wth
chi |l dren.

The legislature recognizes the «correlation between adequate
nutrition and a child s devel opnent and school performance. Thi s
probl em can be greatly dimnished through inproved access to federal
nutrition prograns.

The legislature also recognizes that inproved access to federal
nutrition and assistance prograns, such as the federal food stanp
program can be a critical factor in enabling recipients to gain the
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ability to support thenselves and their famlies. This is an inportant
step towards self-sufficiency and decreased long-term reliance on
governnment al assistance and will serve to strengthen famlies in this
state.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 235
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) For the purposes of this section:

(a) "Free or reduced-price lunch" neans a |l unch served by a school
district participating in the national school Ilunch program to a
student qualifying for national school |unch program benefits based on
famly size-inconme criteria.

(b) "School breakfast program neans a neal program neeting the
requi renents defined by the superintendent of public instruction under
subsection (5) of this section.

(c) "School Ilunch progranf neans a neal program neeting the
requi renents defined by the superintendent of public instruction under
subsection (5) of this section.

(d) "Sunmmer food service progrant neans a neal or snack program
nmeeting the requirenents defined by the superintendent of public
i nstruction under subsection (6) of this section.

(e) "Severe-need school" mnmeans a school that qualifies for a
severe-need school reinbursenent rate from federal funds for schoo
breakfasts served to children fromlowinconme famlies.

(2) School districts shall inplenment a school breakfast and school
lunch program in each public school in the district in which
educational services are provided to children in any of the grades
ki ndergarten through four and in which one child or nore qualifies for
a free or reduced priced |unch. In devel oping and inplenenting its
school breakfast and |unch program each school district nmay consult
with an advisory commttee including school staff, comunity nenbers,
and ot hers appointed by the board of directors of the district.

(3) School districts not required to provide school neal prograns
under subsection (2) of this section are required to provide schoo
breakfast prograns in severe-need schools. Each school year, each
school district shall submt data enabling the superintendent of public
instruction to determ ne which schools within the district qualify as
sever e- need school s.
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(4) Applications to determne free or reduced-price |unch
eligibility shall be distributed and collected for all househol ds of
children in schools containing any of the grades kindergarten through
four. The applications that are collected nust be reviewed to
determne eligibility for free or reduced-price |unches.

(5 Using the nost current available school data on free and
reduced-price lunch eligibility, the superintendent of public
instruction shall adopt a schedule for inplenmentation of school
breakfast and lunch prograns at each school required to offer such a
program under subsection (2) of this section as foll ows:

(a) Schools offering a school Iunch program but not a school
br eakfast programas of the effective date of this act shall inplenent
a school breakfast programnot |ater than the second day of school in
t he 2004-05 school year and in each school year thereafter.

(b) Schools not offering either a school breakfast or school |unch
program and in which twenty-five percent or nore of the enrolled
students are eligible for free or reduced-price lunch shall inplenent
ei ther a school breakfast programor a school |unch programnot |ater
than the second day of school in the 2005-06 school year and in each
school year thereafter

(c) Schools not offering either a school breakfast or school |unch
program and in which less than twenty-five percent of the enrolled
students are eligible for free or reduced-price lunch shall inplenent
either a school breakfast or school l[unch program not l|ater than the
second day of school in the 2006-07 school year and in each school year
thereafter.

(d) Not later than the second day of the 2008-09 school year, each
school required to offer a school breakfast or school |unch under
subsection (2) of this section shall inplenment both a school breakfast
and school |unch program

(e) The superintendent shall establish m nimum standards defining
t he breakfast and lunch neals to be served, and such standards nust be
sufficient to qualify the neals for any available federal
rei mbur senent .

(f) Nothing in this section shall be interpreted to prevent a
school from inplenenting a school breakfast or school |unch program
earlier than the school is required to do so.
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(6) Each school district shall inplenent a summer food service
programin each public school in the district in which a sumer program
of academ c, enrichnent, renedial, or recreational services is provided
and in which fifty percent or nore of the children enrolled in the
school qualify for free or reduced-price lunch. Sites providing neals
should be open to all children in the area, unless a conpelling case
can be made to limt access to the program The superintendent of
public instruction shall adopt a definition of conpelling case and a
schedul e for inplenentation as foll ows:

(a) Beginning the sumrer of 2005 if the school currently offers a
school breakfast or |unch program or

(b) Beginning the sumrer follow ng the school year during which a
school inplenments either a school breakfast or school |unch program
under subsection (5) of this section.

(7) Requirenents that school districts have school breakfast and
l unch prograns under this section shall not create or inply any state
fundi ng obligation for these costs. The |legislature does not intend to
include these prograns wthin the state's obligation for basic
educati on funding under Article I X of the state Constitution.

(8) The requirenments in this section shall lapse if the federa
rei moursenment for any school breakfasts, |unches, or summer food
service prograns is elimnated.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 74.04 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) To the maxi mum extent allowable by federal |aw, the departnent
shall inplement sinplified reporting for the food stanp program by
Cct ober 31, 2004.

(2) For the purposes of this section, "sinplified reporting” neans
the only change in circunstance that a recipient of a benefit program
must report between eligibility reviews is an increase of incone that
would result in ineligibility for the benefit program Every six
mont hs the assistance unit mnmust either conplete a sem annual report or
participate in an eligibility review.

Sec. 4. RCW 74.08A. 010 and 1997 c 58 s 103 are each anended to
read as fol |l ows:
(1) A famly that includes an adult who has received tenporary
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assistance for needy famlies for sixty nonths after July 27, 1997,
shall be ineligible for further tenporary assistance for needy famlies
assi st ance.

(2) For the purposes of applying the rules of this section, the
departnment shall count any nonth in which an adult famly nmenber
received a tenporary assistance for needy famlies cash assistance
grant unl ess the assistance was provi ded when the fam |y nenber was a
m nor child and not the head of the household or married to the head of
t he househol d.

(3) The departnment shall refer recipients who require specialized
assi stance to appropriate departnent prograns, crine victins' prograns
t hrough the departnment of community, trade, and econom c devel opnment,
or the crinme victins' conpensation programof the departnent of | abor
and industries.

(4) The departnent nay exenpt a recipient and the recipient's
famly fromthe application of subsection (1) of this section by reason
of hardship or if the recipient neets the famly violence options of
section 402(A)(7) of Title I'VA of the federal social security act as
anended by P.L. 104-193. The nunber of recipients and their famlies
exenpted from subsection (1) of this section for a fiscal year shal
not exceed twenty percent of the average nonthly nunber of recipients
and their famlies to which assistance is provided under the tenporary
assi stance for needy famlies program

(5) The departnent shall not exenpt a recipient and his or her
famly from the application of subsection (1) of this section until
after the recipient has received fifty-two nonths of assistance under
this chapter.

(6) To the maximum extent allowable by federal |aw, beginning on
Cct ober 31, 2005, the departnent shall provide transitional food stanp
assistance for a period of five nonths to a household that ceases to
receive tenporary assistance for needy famlies assistance. | f
necessary, the departnent shall extend the household's food stanp
certification until the end of the transition period.

Sec. 5. RCW74.08.025 and 1997 ¢ 58 s 101 are each anended to read
as follows:
(1) Public assistance nmay be awarded to any applicant:
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(a) Who is in need and otherwi se neets the eligibility requirenents
of departnent assistance prograns; and

(b) Who has not made a voluntary assignnent of property or cash for
t he purpose of qualifying for an assistance grant; and

(c) Who is not an inmate of a public institution except as a
patient in a nedical institution or except as an inmate in a public
institution who could qualify for federal aid assistance: PROVI DED,
That the assistance paid by the departnment to recipients in nursing
homes, or receiving nursing honme care, may cover the cost of clothing
and incidentals and general maintenance excl usive of nedical care and
health services. The departnent may pay a grant to cover the cost of
clothing and personal incidentals in public or private nedical
institutions and institutions for tuberculosis. The departnent shal
allow recipients in nursing honmes to retain, in addition to the grant
to cover the cost of clothing and incidentals, wages received for work
as a part of a training or rehabilitative program designed to prepare
the recipient for less restrictive placenent to the extent permtted
under Title XI X of the federal social security act.

(2) Any person otherwise qualified for tenporary assistance for
needy famlies under this title who has resided in the state of
Washington for fewer than twelve consecutive nonths imrediately
precedi ng application for assistance is limted to the benefit level in
the state in which the person resided inmediately before Washi ngton
using the eligibility rules and other definitions established under
this chapter, that was obtainable on the date of application in
Washi ngton state, if the benefit |level of the prior state is |ower than
the level provided to simlarly situated applicants in Washington
state. The benefit | evel under this subsection shall be in effect for
the first twelve nonths a recipient is on tenporary assistance for
needy famlies in Washi ngton state.

(3) Any person otherwise qualified for tenporary assistance for
needy famlies who is assessed through the state al cohol and substance
abuse program as drug or al cohol -dependent and requiring treatnent to
becone enpl oyabl e shall be required by the departnent to participate in
a drug or alcohol treatnent programas a condition of benefit receipt.

(4) In order to be eligible for tenporary assistance for needy

famlies ((and—food—stanp—progranr)) benefits, any applicant with a

felony conviction after August 21, 1996, involving drug use or
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possession, must: (a) Have been assessed as chem cal ly dependent by a
chem cal dependency program approved under chapter 70.96A RCW and be
participating in or have conpleted a coordinated rehabilitation plan
consi sting of chem cal dependency treatnent and vocational services;
and (b) have not been convicted of a felony involving drug use or
possession in the three years prior to the nost current conviction.

(5) Pursuant to 21 U S.C. 862a(d)(1), the departnent shall exenpt
individuals fromthe eligibility restrictions of 21 U S.C. 862a(a)(2)
to ensure eligibility for federal food assistance.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. RCW 28A. 235. 140 (School breakfast prograns)
and 1993 ¢ 333 s 1 & 1989 ¢ 239 s 2 are each repeal ed.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. |If any part of this act is found to be in
conflict wwth federal requirenents that are a prescribed condition to
the allocation of federal funds to the state, the conflicting part of
this act is inoperative solely to the extent of the conflict and with
respect to the agencies directly affected, and this finding does not
affect the operation of the remainder of this act inits application to
t he agencies concerned. Rules adopted under this act nust neet federa
requirenments that are a necessary condition to the receipt of federa
funds by the state.

~-- END ---
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