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SENATE BI LL 6329

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Session
By Senator Cke

Read first tine 01/16/2004. Referred to Commttee on Parks, Fish &
Wildlife.

AN ACT Relating to extending the date for ballast water discharge
i npl enent ation; and anmendi ng RCW 77. 120. 030.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW77.120.030 and 2002 c 282 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

The owner or operator in charge of any vessel covered by this
chapter is required to ensure that the vessel under their ownership or
control does not discharge ballast water into the waters of the state
except as authorized by this section.

(1) Discharge into waters of the state is authorized if the vesse
has conducted an open sea exchange of ballast water. A vessel is
exenpt from this requirenent if the vessel's master reasonably
determ nes that such a ballast water exchange operation will threaten
the safety of the vessel or the vessel's crew, or is not feasible due
to vessel design limtations or equipnent failure. |If a vessel relies
on this exenption, then it may di scharge ballast water into waters of
the state, subject to any requirenents of treatnment under subsection
(2) of this section and subject to RCW 77. 120. 040.
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(2) After July 1, ((2064)) 2008, discharge of ballast water into
waters of the state is authorized only if there has been an open sea
exchange or if the vessel has treated its ballast water to neet
standards set by the departnent. When weather or extraordinary
ci rcunst ances nmeke access to treatnment unsafe to the vessel or crew,
the master of a vessel nmay delay conpliance with any treatnent required
under this subsection until it is safe to conplete the treatnent.

(3) The requirements of this section do not apply to a vessel
di scharging ballast water or sedinents that originated solely within
the waters of Washington state, the Colunbia river system or the
internal waters of British Colunbia south of latitude fifty degrees
north, including the waters of the Straits of Georgia and Juan de Fuca.

(4) Open sea exchange is an exchange that occurs fifty or nore
nautical mles offshore. |If the United States coast guard requires a
vessel to conduct an exchange further offshore, then that distance is
the required distance for purposes of conpliance with this chapter.

~-- END ---
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