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SENATE BI LL 6325

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Session
By Senators Haugen and Esser

Read first tinme 01/16/2004. Referred to Commttee on H ghways &
Transportation.

AN ACT Relating to special license plates; anmendi ng RCW 46. 16. 735
and 46. 16. 755; and providing an effective date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 46.16.735 and 2003 c 196 s 201 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) For an organization to qualify for a special license plate
under the special license plate approval program created in RCW
46. 16. 705 through 46.16. 765, the sponsoring organization nust submt
docunentation in conjunction with the application to the departnent
that verifies:

(a) That the organization is a nonprofit organization, as defined
in 26 US.C. Sec. 501(c)(3). The departnent may request a copy of an
I nternal Revenue Service ruling to verify an organization's nonprofit
status; and

(b) That the organization is located in Wshington and has
regi stered as a charitable organization with the secretary of state's
office as required by | aw.

(2) For a governnental body to qualify for a special l|icense plate
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under the special Iicense plate approval program created in RCW
46. 16. 705 t hrough 46. 16. 765, a governnental body nust be:

(a) A political subdivision, including but not limted to any
county, city, town, nunicipal corporation, or special purpose taxing
district that has the express perm ssion of the political subdivision's
executive body to sponsor a special license plate;

(b) A federally recogni zed tribal governnent that has received the
approval of the executive body of that governnment to sponsor a speci al
i cense pl ate;

(c) A state agency that has ((beth)) received approval from the

director of the agency or the departnent head((—and—has—the—express
statutory—authority to sponsor—a speci-allicenseplate)); or

(d) A community or technical <college that has the express
perm ssion of the college's board of trustees to sponsor a specia
license pl ate.

Sec. 2. RCW 46.16.755 and 2003 c 196 s 302 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) (a) Revenues generated fromthe sale of special license plates
for those sponsoring organi zati ons who used the application process in
RCW 46. 16. 745(3) nust be deposited into the notor vehicle account until
the departnent determnes that the state's inplenentation costs have
been fully reinbursed. The departnent shall apply the application fee
requi red under RCW 46. 16. 745(3) (a) towards those costs.

(b) Wien it is determned that the state has been fully rei nbursed
the departnent nust notify the house of representatives and senate
transportation conmttees, the sponsoring organization, and the
treasurer, and commence the distribution of the revenue as otherw se
provi ded by | aw

(2) If reinbursenent does not occur within ((the—two—year—tiwe

frame)) two yvears fromthe date the plate is first offered for sale to

the public, the special I|icense plate series nust be placed in
probationary status for a period of one year from that date. If the
state is still not fully reinbursed for its inplenentation costs after

the one-year probation, the plate series nust be discontinued
i mredi ately. Special plates issued before discontinuation are valid
until replaced under RCW 46. 16. 233. ((Fhre—-staterust—beretrbursedfor
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(3) The special license plate applicant trust account is created in
the custody of the state treasurer. All receipts fromspecial |icense
pl ate applicants, except the application fee as provided in RCW
46. 16. 745(3), mnust be deposited into the account. Only the director of
the departnent or the director's designee may authorize disbursenents
from the account. The account is not subject to the allotnent
procedures under chapter 43.88 RCW nor is an appropriation required
for disbursenents.

(4) The departnent shall provide the special |icense plate
applicant with a witten receipt for the paynent.

(5) The departnent shall nmaintain a record of each special |icense
pl ate applicant trust account deposit, including, but not limted to,
the nanme and address of each special |icense plate applicant whose
funds are being deposited, the amount paid, and the date of the
deposit.

(6) After the departnent receives witten notice that the speci al
license plate applicant's application has been:

(a) Approved by the legislature the director shall request that the
nmoney be transferred to the notor vehicle account;

(b) Denied by the special l|icense plate review board or the
| egislature the director shall provide a refund to the applicant within
thirty days; or

(c) Wthdrawn by the special license plate applicant the director
shall provide a refund to the applicant within thirty days.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. This act takes effect Novenber 1, 2004.

~-- END ---
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