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SENATE BI LL 6320

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Session

By Senators Wnsley, Kohl -Welles and Carl son; by request of
Depart ment of Transportation

Read first tinme 01/16/2004. Referred to Commttee on H ghways &
Transportation.

AN ACT Relating to studded tires; anending RCW 46.37.420;
reenacti ng and amendi ng RCW 47. 36. 250; and providing an effective date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCWA47.36.250 and 2003 ¢ 356 s 1 and 2003 ¢ 53 s 259 are
each reenacted and anended to read as foll ows:

(1) If the departnent or its delegate determines at any tine for
any part of the public highway systemthat the unsafe conditions of the
roadway require particular tires, tire chains, or traction equipnent in
addition to or beyond the ordinary pneumatic rubber tires, the
departnment may establish the follow ng recommendati ons or requirenents
wWth respect to the use of such equipnent for all persons using such
publ i ¢ hi ghway:

(a) Traction advisory - oversize vehicles prohibited.

(b) Traction advisory - oversize vehicles prohibited. Vehi cl es
over 10,000 GVW - chains required.

(c) Traction advisory - oversize vehicles prohibited. Al vehicles
- chains required, except all wheel drive.

(2) Any equipnent that may be required by this section shall be
approved by the state patrol as authorized under RCW 46. 37. 420.
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(3) The departnent shall place and nmaintain signs and other traffic
control devices on the public highways that indicate the tire, tire
chain, or traction equipnment reconmendation or requirenent determ ned

under this section. ((Sueh—stghs—oer—tratficcontroldevicesshall—+in
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. . . . . ) The
Washi ngton state patrol or the departnent may specify different
recommendations or requirenments for four wheel drive vehicles in gear

(4) Failure to obey a requirenent indicated under this section is
a traffic infraction under chapter 46.63 RCW subject to a penalty of
five hundred dollars including all statutory assessnents.

Sec. 2. RCW46.37.420 and 1999 ¢ 208 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) It is unlawful to operate a vehicle upon the public highways of
this state unless it is conpletely equi pped with pneunatic rubber tires
except vehicles equipped with tenporary-use spare tires that neet
federal standards that are installed and used in accordance with the
manuf acturer's instructions.

(2) No tire on a vehicle noved on a highway may have on its
peri phery any bl ock, flange, cleat, or spike or any other protuberance
of any material other than rubber which projects beyond the tread of
the traction surface of the tire, except that it is permssible (a) to
use farm machi nery equi pped with pneumatic tires or solid rubber tracks
havi ng protuberances that will not injure the highway, and ((exeept
" S-S )) (b) to use tire chains ((er—wetal—studs

therein s lawful)).
(3) The state departnent of transportation and | ocal authorities in
their respective jurisdictions may issue special permts authorizing
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the operation upon a highway of traction engines or tractors having
nmovabl e tracks with transverse corrugations upon the periphery of the
novabl e tracks or farmtractors or other farm machinery, the operation
of which upon a highway would otherwise be prohibited under this
section.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. This act takes effect July 1, 2004.

~-- END ---
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