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S-3736.1

SENATE BI LL 6260

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Session
By Senators Fairley, Thi baudeau and Kohl -\Wel | es

Read first time 01/15/2004. Referred to Conmttee on Health & Long-
Term Car e.

AN ACT Relating to the licensing of counselors doing vocationa
eval uations or rehabilitation counseling; and anendi ng RCW 18. 225. 010,
18. 225. 020, 18.225.030, 18.225.060, 18.225.070, and 18.225.090.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW18.225.010 and 2001 ¢ 251 s 1 are each anmended to read
as follows:

Unl ess the context clearly requires otherwise, the definitions in
this section apply throughout this chapter.

(1) "Advanced social work" neans the application of social work
t heory and net hods i ncluding enotional and bi opsychosoci al assessnent,
psychot herapy under the supervision of a |licensed independent clinical
soci al worker, case managenent, consultation, advocacy, counseling, and
community organization

(2) "Applicant™ neans a person who conpletes the required
application, pays the required fee, is at |east eighteen years of age,
and neets any background check requirenents and uniform disciplinary
act requirenents.

(3) "Commttee" neans the Washington state nental heal t h
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counselors, marriage and famly therapists, ((anrd)) social workers, and
vocational and rehabilitation counselors advisory commttee.

(4) "Departnent" nmeans the departnent of health.

(5) "Disciplining authority" nmeans the departnent.

(6) "Independent clinical social work™ neans the diagnosis and
treatnment of enotional and nmental disorders based on know edge of hunman
devel opnent, the causation and treatnent of psychopat hol ogy,

psychot herapeutic treatnent practices, and social work practice as
defined in advanced social work. Treatnent nodalities include but are
not limted to diagnosis and treatnment of individuals, couples,
famlies, groups, or organi zations.

(7) "Marriage and famly therapy" neans the diagnosis and treatnent
of nmental and enotional disorders, whether cognitive, affective, or
behavioral, within the context of relationships, including nmarriage and
famly systens. Marriage and famly therapy involves the professional
application of psychotherapeutic and famly systens theories and
techniques in the delivery of services to individuals, couples, and
famlies for the purpose of treating such diagnosed nervous and nent al
di sorders. The practice of marriage and famly therapy neans the
rendering of professional nmarriage and famly therapy services to
i ndi viduals, couples, and famlies, singly or in groups, whether such
services are offered directly to the general public or through
organi zations, either public or private, for a fee, nonetary or
ot herw se.

(8 "Licensed professional counselors doing vocational/career
evaluations and rehabilitation counseling"” neans the application of
rehabilitation counseling and vocati onal / career eval uati ons.
Rehabilitation counseling practice is a systematic process which
assists persons with physical, nental, developnental, cognitive, and

enot i onal disabilities to achieve their per sonal , career, and
i ndependent living goals in the nbst integrated setting possible
through the application of the counseling process. The counseling

process invol ves communi cati on, goal setting, and beneficial qgrowth or
change through self-advocacy, psychological, vocational, social, and

behavioral interventions. The specific techniques and nodalities
utilized wthin rehabilitation counseling process and career counseling
may include, but are not l|limted to, assessnent and appraisal of
individuals, including the selecting, admnistering, scoring, and
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interpreting of individual and group aptitude, ability, achievenent,
interest, and personality tests; diagnosis and treatnent planning for
nent al , enoti onal , and behavi or al conditions and psycho-soci al
adjustnent; vocational/career counseling; case nanagenent; program
eval uation; and job analysis, job devel opnent pl acenent services, |abor
mar ket surveys, I nterventions to renove barriers and make
accommodations in enploynent, environnental, and attitudinal areas.
Vocational/career evaluation neans the practice of evaluation that
includes coordinating nedical and physical limts, work history,
education, and transferable know edge skills and abilities into the
determ nation of enployability and suitability of a person for any

occupation, and training analysis. It involves the application of
per sonal interviews; psychol ogi cal testing and neasurenent by
individual or group assessnent for ability and attitudes, achievenent,
vocational interests, personality, and behavioral adjustnent; job

analysis, job classification and pay, job placenent, and job or Iabor
mar ket surveys, and forensic testinony.

(9) "Mental health counseling” neans the application of principles
of human devel opnent, |earning theory, psychotherapy, group dynam cs,
and etiology of nental illness and dysfunctional behavior to
i ndividuals, couples, famlies, groups, and organizations, for the
pur pose of treatnment of nental disorders and pronoting optinmal nental
health and functionality. Mental health counseling al so includes, but
is not limted to, the assessnent, diagnosis, and treatnent of nental
and enotional disorders, as well as the application of a well ness nodel
of nmental health.

((69)) (10) "Secretary" neans the secretary of health or the
secretary's designee.

Sec. 2. RCW18.225.020 and 2001 ¢ 251 s 2 are each anmended to read
as follows:

A person nust not represent hinself or herself as a licensed
advanced social worker, |icensed independent clinical social worker
i censed nental health counselor, ((ef)) licensed narriage and famly
therapist, or licensed professional counselor doing vocational/career
evaluations and rehabilitation counseling w thout being Iicensed by the
depart nent.
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Sec. 3. RCW18.225.030 and 2001 ¢ 251 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to prohibit or restrict:

(1) The practice of marriage and famly therapy, nental health
counseling, ((er)) social work, or licensed professional counselors
doi ng vocational/career evaluations and rehabilitation counseling by an
i ndi vi dual otherw se regul ated under this title and perform ng services
within the authorized scope of practice;

(2) The practice of marriage and famly therapy, nental health
counseling, ((ef)) social work, or licensed professional counselors
doi ng vocational/career evaluations and rehabilitation counseling by an
i ndi vi dual enpl oyed by the governnent of the United States or state of
Washi ngton whil e engaged in the performance of duties prescribed by the
laws of the United States or state of Washi ngton;

(3) The practice of marriage and famly therapy, nental health
counseling, ((er)) social work, or licensed professional counselors
doi ng vocational/career evaluations and rehabilitation counseling by a
person who is a regular student in an educational program based on
recogni zed national standards and approved by the secretary, and whose
performance of services is pursuant to a regular course of instruction
or assignments froman instructor and under the general supervision of
the instructor;

(4) The practice of marriage and famly therapy, nental health
counseling, ((ef)) social work, or licensed professional counselors
doi ng vocational /career evaluations and rehabilitation counseling under
the auspices of a religious denomnation, church, or religious
or gani zati on.

Sec. 4. RCW18.225.060 and 2001 ¢ 251 s 6 are each anended to read
as follows:

The Washi ngton state nental health counselors, marriage and famly
therapists, ((and)) social workers, and vocational and rehabilitation
counsel ors advisory commttee is established.

(1) The conmttee shall be conprised of ((nitne)) eleven nenbers.
Two nmenbers shall be |icensed nental health counsel ors. Two nenbers
shall be licensed marriage and famly therapists. Two nenbers shall be
licensed professional counselors doing vocational/career evaluations
and rehabilitation counseling. One nenber shall be a |licensed
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i ndependent clinical social worker, and one nmenber shall be a |icensed
advanced social worker. Three nenbers nust be consuners and represent
the public at large and may not be |icensed nental health care
provi ders.

(2) Three nenbers shall be appointed for a term of one year,
((three)) four nenbers shall be appointed for a termof two years, and
((three)) four nenbers shall be appointed for a term of three years.

Subsequent nenbers shall be appointed for terns of three years. A
person nust not serve as a nenber for nore than two consecutive terns.
One new licensed professional counsel or doing vocational/career

eval uations and rehabilitation counseling shall be appointed for two
years and the other counselor for three years, and then they shall be
for three-year terns.

(3)(a) Each nmenber nust be a resident of the state of Wshi ngton.

(b) Each nmenber nust not hold an office in a professional
association for nental health, social work, ((e+)) marriage and famly
therapy, or licensed professional counselors doing vocational/career
eval uations and rehabilitation counseling and nust not be enployed by
the state of Washi ngton.

(c) Each professional nenber nust have been actively engaged as a
mental health counselor, marriage and famly therapist, ((e+)) social
worker, or licensed professional counselors doing vocational/career
evaluations and rehabilitation counseling for five years inmmediately
pr ecedi ng appoi nt nent.

(d) The consunmer nenbers nust represent the general public and be
unaffiliated directly or indirectly with the professions |icensed under
this chapter.

(4) The secretary shall appoint the commttee nenbers.

(5) Commttee nenbers are inmune fromsuit in an action, civil or
crimnal, based on the departnent's disciplinary proceedi ngs or other
official acts performed in good faith.

(6) Commttee nenbers shall be conpensated in accordance with RCW
43.03. 240, including travel expenses in carrying out his or her
aut hori zed duties in accordance with RCW43.03. 050 and 43. 03. 060.

(7) The commttee shall elect a chair and vice-chair.

Sec. 5. RCW18.225.070 and 2001 ¢ 251 s 7 are each anended to read
as foll ows:
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The departnent of health may seek the advice and assistance of the
advisory conmittee in admnistering this chapter, including, but not
limted to:

(1) Advice and recommendations regarding the establishnment or
i npl enmentation of rules related to the adm nistration of this chapter;

(2) Advice, recommendations, and consultation regarding case
di sposition guidelines and priorities related to unprofessional conduct
cases regarding licensed nental health counselors, l|icensed clinica
social workers, |licensed advanced social workers, ((and)) |icensed
marriage and famly therapists, and |licensed professional counselors
doi ng vocational/career evaluations and rehabilitation counseling;

(3) Assistance and consultation of individual commttee nenbers as
needed in the review, analysis, and disposition of reports of
unpr of essi onal conduct and consuner conpl aints;

(4) Assistance and recommendati ons to enhance consuner educati on;

and
(5) Assistance and recomendations regarding any continuing
education and continuing conpetency prograns adm nistered under the

provi sions of ((thefthis})) this chapter.

Sec. 6. RCW18.225.090 and 2003 ¢ 108 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The secretary shall issue a license to any applicant who
denonstrates to the satisfaction of the secretary that the applicant
nmeets the follow ng education and experience requirenents for the
applicant's practice area.

(a) Licensed social work classifications:

(i) Licensed advanced soci al worker:

(A) Gaduation froma master's or doctorate social work educationa
program accredited by the council on social work education and approved
by the secretary based upon nationally recognized standards;

(B) Successful conpletion of an approved exam nati on;

(C Successful conpletion of a supervised experience requirenent.
The experience requirenent consists of a mninmumof three thousand two
hundred hours wth ninety hours of supervision by a |licensed
i ndependent clinical social worker or a |licensed advanced soci al worker
who has been licensed or certified for at least two years. O those
hours, fifty hours must include direct supervision by a licensed
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advanced soci al worker or licensed independent clinical social worker;
the other forty hours may be with an equally qualified Iicensed nental
health practitioner. Forty hours nmust be in one-to-one supervision and
fifty hours may be in one-to-one supervision or group supervision.
D stance supervision is limted to forty supervision hours. Ei ght
hundred hours nust be in direct client contact; and

(D) Successful conpletion of continuing education requirenents of
thirty-six hours, with six in professional ethics.

(11) Licensed independent clinical social worker:

(A) Graduation from a master's or doctorate |evel social work
educati onal program accredited by the council on social work education
and approved by the secretary based wupon nationally recognized
st andar ds;

(B) Successful conpletion of an approved exam nati on;

(C Successful conpletion of a supervised experience requirenent.
The experience requirenent consists of a mnimum of four thousand hours
of experience, of which one thousand hours nust be direct client
contact, over a three-year period supervised by a |licensed i ndependent
clinical social worker who has been |icensed or certified for at |east
five years and who has had at |east one year of experience in
supervising the <clinical social wrk practice of others, wth
supervi sion of at |east one hundred thirty hours by a |licensed nental
health practitioner. O the total supervision, seventy hours nust be
with an i ndependent clinical social worker neeting the qualifications
under this subsection (1)(a)(ii)(C; the other sixty hours may be with
an equally qualified |licensed nental health practitioner. Sixty hours
must be in one-to-one supervision and seventy hours may be in one-to-
one supervision or group supervision. Distance supervision is limted
to sixty supervision hours; and

(D) Successful conpletion of continuing education requirenents of
thirty-six hours, with six in professional ethics.

(b) Licensed nental health counsel or:

(1) Gaduation from a master's or doctoral |evel educational
program in nental health counseling or a related discipline from a
coll ege or university approved by the secretary based upon nationally
recogni zed st andards;

(i1) Successful conpletion of an approved exam nati on;
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(ii11) Successful conpletion of a supervised experience requirenent.
The experience requirenment consists of a mninumof thirty-six nonths
full-time counseling or three thousand hours of postgraduate nental
heal t h counseling under the supervision of a qualified |icensed nental
heal th counselor in an approved setting. The three thousand hours of
requi red experience includes a mninmum of one hundred hours spent in
i medi ate supervision with the qualified Ilicensed nental health
counsel or, and includes a m nimum of one thousand two hundred hours of
direct counseling with individuals, couples, famlies, or groups; and

(1v) Successful conpletion of continuing education requirenents of
thirty-six hours, with six in professional ethics.

(c) Licensed marriage and fam|ly therapist:

(1) Gaduation from a master's degree or doctoral degree
educational programin marriage and famly therapy or graduation from
an educational program in an allied field equivalent to a master's
degree or doctoral degree in marriage and famly therapy approved by
the secretary based upon nationally recogni zed standards;

(ii1) Successful passage of an approved exam nati on;

(iii1) Successful conpletion of a supervised experience requirenent.
The experience requirenent consists of a mninmumof two cal endar years
of full-time marriage and famly therapy. O the total supervision
one hundred hours nmust be with a licensed marriage and famly therapi st
with at least five years' clinical experience; the other one hundred
hours may be wth an equally qualified licensed nental health
practitioner. Total experience requirenents include:

(A) A mninmmof three thousand hours of experience, one thousand
hours of which nust be direct client contact; at |east five hundred
hours nust be gained in diagnosing and treating couples and famlies;
pl us

(B) At least two hundred hours of qualified supervision with a
supervisor. At least one hundred of the two hundred hours nust be one-
on-one supervision, and the remaining hours may be in one-on-one or
group supervi sion

Appl i cants who have conpleted a master's program accredited by the
comm ssion on accreditation for marriage and famly therapy education
of the Anerican association for marriage and famly therapy may be
credited with five hundred hours of direct client contact and one
hundred hours of formal neetings with an approved supervisor; and
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(1v) Successful conpletion of continuing education requirenents of
thirty-six hours, wth six in professional ethics.

(d)(i) VLicensed professional counselors doing vocational/career
evaluations and rehabilitati on counseling:

(A) Gaduation from a master's degree or doctoral degree
educat i onal program in rehabilitation counseling, educat i onal
psychol ogy, counsel i ng, or psychol ogy, or graduation from an
educational programin an allied field equivalent to a naster's degree
or doctoral degree approved by the secretary based upon nationally
recogni zed st andards;

(B) Successful conpletion of an approved exam nation; such as the
certified rehabilitation counselor exam or the Anerican board of
vocational experts exam or equivalent examat a score |level acceptable

to the board; and

(C) Successful conpletion of a supervised experience requirenent.
The experience requirenment consists of a mnimm of three years of
full-time work experience, or its pro-rated part-tinme equivalent, in
rehabilitation counseling or vocational/career evaluation work. One
year of the work experience nust be supervised by a certified
rehabilitation counselor (CRC), or an Anerican board of vocational
experts (ABVE) diplomate or fellow, or a person licensed under this
prof essional license.

(ii) For grandparenting purposes: Any person who, on the effective
date of this act, or wthin tw years after, possesses current
recertification as a certified rehabilitation counselor; an Anerican
board of vocational experts, diplomate or fellow, a certified
disability managenent specialist; or is a nationally certified career
counselor fromthe specialty board of the national board of certified
counselors will be accepted as qualified under this chapter by
educati on, work experience, and exam nation. Additionally, anyone who
has been enployed as a vocational rehabilitation counselor for this
state, either as a contractor or an enployee, for five years full tine,

or its pro-rated part-tine equivalent, and has a bachelor's deqgree

acceptable to the board, will be considered eligible by education and
wor K _experience to take an exani nation acceptable to the board.
(2) The departnment shall establish by rule what constitutes

adequate proof of neeting the criteria.
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1 (3) In addition, applicants shall be subject to the grounds for
2 denial of a license or issuance of a conditional |icense under chapter
3 18. 130 RCW

~-- END ---
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