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S-3549. 2

SENATE BI LL 6217

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Session

By Senators Swecker, Prentice, Doumt, Berkey, Mrton, Rasnussen,
Hal e, Jacobsen, Hargrove, Regala, Finkbeiner, T. Sheldon, Horn,
Esser, ke and Haugen

Read first time 01/14/2004. Referred to Commttee on Natural
Resour ces, Energy & Water.

AN ACT Relating to regulatory inprovenent; adding a new chapter to
Title 43 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the protection of
Washi ngton's natural resources and environnent is a vital interest of
the state, and that providing a high quality of life for the citizens
of the state requires both a healthy environnent and a strong econony.
The legislature further finds that the federal, state, and [ ocal
permtting systens that have been established for the protection of the
environnent are extrenely tinme consumng, and nmay conflict, be
inconsistently applied, or duplicative, yet may not yield positive
envi ronnent al out cones or adequately involve the public.

It is therefore the intent of the legislature to create a public-
private partnership dedicated to inproving the state's conpetitiveness
by devel opi ng new approaches to environnental permtting.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 2. The Washington regul atory i nprovenent center
is created to be a collaborative effort between private industry, the
state's universities, and governnment. The center nust be headquartered
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at a state university. The m ssion of the regulatory inprovenent
center is to inprove the state's economc conpetitiveness and
environmental outcomes by revising and streamining environnental
permtting processes. The regulatory inprovenent center shall:

(1) Develop single or nultiagency programmatic permts for routine
or industry-specific activities, wth cooperation fromrepresentatives
of affected industries, state, federal, and |ocal agencies, and the
public. Programmatic permts may be inplenmented through agency policy
changes or recommendations to the |egislature for statutory changes.

(2) Provide assistance for |arge-scale devel opnent projects by
facilitating a nmultiagency permt team including federal, state, and
| ocal agencies as the project requires. The permt team would pursue
agreenent on environnmental standards, permt requirenents, Dbest
managenent practices, and mtigation requirenents early in the project
pl anni ng process.

(3) Devel op guidance for facilitating watershed-based environnental
mtigation. This should include nethods for collating and accessing
wat ershed data; nmethods to identify and prioritize mtigation
opportunities; and nethods to inplenment watershed-based mtigation
t hrough local, state, and federal permtting systens. Thi s gui dance
could be used by any watershed group in prioritizing projects that
could be conpleted by the watershed group itself, or as mtigation for
devel opnment projects.

(4) Provide education and assistance to | ocal governnments, permt
applicants, and agency permt witers on a new way of doing business in
envi ronmental permtting.

(5) Develop information systens to facilitate tinmely review of
devel opnent projects and public access to project information from
anywhere in the state.

(6) lIdentify opportunities in the environnmental permtting process
to inprove the value of public involvenent and participation and
i nprove environnmental outcones.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) The Washington regul atory inprovenent
center is admnistered by the board of directors to consist of the
fol |l om ng nenbers

(a) Two nenbers of the senate, one from each of the two |argest
caucuses, appointed by the president of the senate;
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(b) Two nenbers of the house of representatives, one from each of
the two | argest caucuses, appointed by the speaker of the house of
representatives;

(c) The director or director's designee of the departnent of
ecol ogy;

(d) The director or director's designee of the departnent of fish
and wildlife;

(e) The conm ssioner or comm ssioner's designee of the departnent
of natural resources;

(f) The director or director's designee of the departnent of
transportation;

(g A representative of the association of W shington cities,
appoi nted by the governor;

(h) A representative of the Wshington state association of
counties, appointed by the governor;

(1) Two representatives of environnmental interests, appointed by
t he governor; and

(j) Two representatives of the business conmunity, appointed by the
governor from nom nees proposed by the association of Washington
busi ness, the building industry association of Wshington, and the
associ ation of general contractors.

(2) Representatives of federal permtting agencies and tribes nust
be invited to participate as nonvoting nenbers of the board. The
executive director of the regulatory inprovenent center nust be an ex
of ficio, nonvoting nenber of the board. The board nust neet at | east
quarterly. The governor shall stagger the terns of the first group of
appointees to ensure the long-term continuity of the regulatory
i nprovenent center. After the initial appointnents, the board nenbers
shal | serve three-year terns.

(3) The duties of the board incl ude:

(a) Developing the general operating policies for the regul atory
i nprovenent center;

(b) Appointing the executive director of the regulatory inprovenent
center;

(c) Approving the annual operating budget of the regulatory
i nprovenent center. Funds to initiate the center and support the first
six years of operation, or as nmany years as are needed until private
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fundi ng sources are devel oped, wll be provided fromthe state general
fund, subject to appropriation;

(d) Soliciting nonstate support for the regulatory inprovenent
center, with the goal of phasing out state support for the center as
private funds are secured;

(e) Establishing priorities for the selection of projects to be
initiated by the regulatory inprovenent center;

(f) Approving contracts and interagency agreenents for conpanies
seeki ng assistance with maj or devel opnent projects;

(g) Developing a biennial work plan and five-year strategic plan
for the regulatory inprovenent center to acconplish the duties set out
in section 2 of this act; and

(h) Preparing an annual report to the governor and the |l egislature
that summari zes the regul atory i nprovenent center's activities.

(4) The board nmay appoint one or nore advisory conmttees to assi st
with the duties set out in section 1 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A state university nust provide the staff
and facilities required to support the operation of the regulatory
i nprovenent center.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. On the effective date of this section, the
duties and responsibilities of the office of regulatory assistance
established in chapter 43.42 RCW are transferred to the Washington
regul atory i nprovenent center.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. The role of the Wshington regulatory
i nprovenent center is solely that of research, coordination, and
devel opnment of recomendations for system inprovenents. Not hing in
this chapter may be construed to dimnish the functions, powers, or
duties granted to any permt agency by |aw Not hing in this chapter
grants the Washington regulatory inprovenent center the authority to
i ssue, condition, or deny any permt.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. The cooperation and assistance of | ocal,
state, and federal agencies is critical to the success of the
Washi ngton regul atory inprovenent center. State permt agencies nust
prioritize the work of the WAshington regulatory inprovenent center,
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and the legislature anticipates that recomendati ons of the regulatory
i nprovenent center will be developed in coordination with federal

state, and local permtting agencies, and that the recommendations wl|
be i npl enented by federal, state, and | ocal agenci es wherever possible.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. Sections 1 through 7 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 43 RCW

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. (1) The office of regulatory assistance is
hereby abolished and its powers, duties, and functions are hereby
transferred to the Washington regulatory inprovenent center. Al
references to the director or the office of regulatory assistance in
t he Revi sed Code of Washington shall be construed to nean the director
or the Washi ngton regul atory i nprovenent center

(2)(a) Al reports, docunents, surveys, books, records, files,

papers, or witten material in the possession of the office of
regul atory assistance shall be delivered to the custody of the
Washi ngton regul atory inprovenent center. Al cabinets, furniture,

of fice equi pnent, notor vehicles, and other tangi ble property enpl oyed
by the office of regulatory assistance shall be nade available to the
Washi ngton regul atory inprovenent center. Al funds, credits, or other
assets held by the office of regulatory assistance shall be assigned to
t he Washi ngton regul atory inprovenent center

(b) Any appropriations made to the office of regul atory assistance
shall, on the effective date of this section, be transferred and
credited to the Washi ngton regul atory inprovenent center.

(c) If any question arises as to the transfer of any funds, books,
docunents, records, papers, files, equipnent, or other tangible
property used or held in the exercise of the powers and the perfornmance
of the duties and functions transferred, the director of financial
managenent shall nake a determ nation as to the proper allocation and
certify the sane to the state agenci es concer ned.

(3) Al rules and all pending business before the office of
regul atory assistance shall be continued and acted upon by the
Washi ngton regul atory i nprovenent center. All existing contracts and
obligations shall remain in full force and shall be perforned by the
Washi ngton regul atory i nprovenent center
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(4) The transfer of the powers, duties, and functions of the office
of regulatory assistance shall not affect the validity of any act
performed before the effective date of this section.

(5) If apportionnments of budgeted funds are required because of the
transfers directed by this section, the director of financial
managenent shall certify the apportionnments to the agencies affected,
the state auditor, and the state treasurer. Each of these shall nake
the appropriate transfer and adjustnents in funds and appropriation
accounts and equi pnent records in accordance with the certification.

~-- END ---
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