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S-4585. 2

SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6217

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Committee on Natural Resources, Energy & Water (originally
sponsored by Senators Swecker, Prentice, Doumt, Berkey, Morton,
Rasnmussen, Hal e, Jacobsen, Hargrove, Regala, Finkbeiner, T. Sheldon
Horn, Esser, Cke and Haugen)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 06/ 04.

AN ACT Rel ating to regulatory inprovenent; and addi ng a new chapter
to Title 43 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the protection of
Washi ngton's natural resources and environnent is a vital interest of
the state, and that providing a high quality of life for the citizens
of the state requires both a healthy environnent and a strong econony.
The legislature further finds that the federal, state, and [ ocal
permtting systens that have been established for the protection of the
environnent are extrenely tinme consumng, and nmay conflict, be
inconsistently applied, or duplicative, yet may not yield positive
envi ronnent al out cones or adequately involve the public.

It is therefore the intent of the legislature to foster a public-
private partnership dedicated to inproving the state's conpetitiveness
by devel opi ng new approaches to environnental permtting.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The Washington regulatory inprovenent
project is created to be a collaborative effort between private
industry, the state's universities, and governnent.
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The m ssion of the regulatory inprovenent project is to inprove the
state's economc conpetitiveness and environnmental outconmes Dby
assisting state, federal, and | ocal governnmental entities to revise and
stream ine environnental permtting processes. The project may engage
in the follow ng activities:

(1) Devel op recommendations for single or multiagency progranmmatic
permts for routine or industry-specific activities, with cooperation
fromrepresentatives of affected industries, state, federal, and | ocal
agencies, and the public. Such recommendati ons may be inplenented
t hr ough agency policy changes or recommendations to the | egislature for
statutory change;

(2) Devel op recommendati ons or guidance for facilitating watershed-
based environnmental mtigation. This should include nethods for
collating and accessing watershed data, nethods to identify and
prioritize mtigation opportunities, and nethods to inplenent
wat er shed- based mitigation through local, state, and federal permtting
syst ens,;

(3) ldentify opportunities in the environnmental permtting process
to inprove the value of public involvenent and participation and
i nprove environnental outcones;

(4) Devel op recommendati ons for future streanmlining and
effectiveness efforts, which may include their structure, staffing
funding, inclusion of pilot projects, and any ot her elenents; and

(5) Devel op recommendations for funding the project and the rel ated
work of its nmenmbers from public and private sources.

Quarterly progress reports will be nade to the legislature. The
first report is due Decenber 1, 2004.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) The Washington regul atory inprovenent
proj ect consists of the follow ng nenbers:

(a) Two nenbers of the senate, one from each of the two |argest
caucuses, appointed by the president of the senate;

(b) Two nenbers of the house of representatives, one from each of
the two | argest caucuses, appointed by the speaker of the house of
representatives;

(c) The director or director's designee of the office of regulatory
assi st ance;
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(d) The director or director's designee of the departnent of
ecol ogy;

(e) The director or director's designee of the departnent of fish
and wildlife;

(f) The commssioner of public lands or the comm ssioner's
desi gnee;

(g0 The director or director's designee of the departnent of
transportation;

(h) A representative of the association of Wshington cities,
appoi nted by the governor;

(1) A representative of the Wshington state association of
counties, appointed by the governor;

(J) A representative of the Washington public ports association
appoi nted by the governor;

(k) One representative of environnental interests, appointed by the
governor; and

(1) One representative of the business community, appointed by the
governor from nom nees proposed by the association of Washington
busi ness, the building industry association of Wshington, and the
associ ation of general contractors.

(2) Representatives of federal permtting agencies, tribes, and the
state's universities nust be invited to participate.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. The role of the Wshington regulatory
i nprovenent project is solely that of research, coordination, and
devel opment of recomendations for system inprovenents. Not hing in
this chapter may be construed to dimnish the functions, powers, or
duties granted to any permt agency by |aw Not hing in this chapter
grants the Washi ngton regul atory i nprovenent project the authority to
i ssue, condition, or deny any permt.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. Sections 1 through 4 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 43 RCW

~-- END ---
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