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SENATE BI LL 6204

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Session

By Senators Doumt, Oke, Hargrove, Swecker, Rasnussen, Mrton and
W nsl ey

Read first tine 01/14/2004. Referred to Commttee on Parks, Fish &
Wlidlife.

AN ACT Rel ating to revenue generation on state |ands; anendi ng RCW
77.12.210 and 79A. 05. 035; adding a new section to chapter 79A. 05 RCW
and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that significant
opportunities exist on state-owned | ands to generate revenue to benefit
| and managenent. Both the state parks and recreation comm ssion and
the departnent of fish and wildlife hold undevel oped | ands that could
be managed for resource use without inpairing the purposes for which
the lands are held. It is therefore the intent of the legislature to
require the departnent of fish and wildlife and the state parks and
recreation conmssion to evaluate and expand revenue-generating
activities on state-owned | ands.

Sec. 2. RCW 77.12.210 and 2000 c¢ 107 s 218 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The director shall nmaintain and nanage real or personal
property owned, |eased, or held by the departnent and shall control the
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construction of buildings, structures, and inprovenents in or on the

property. The director may adopt rules for the operation and
mai nt enance of the property.
(2) The commssion may authorize the director to sell, |ease,

convey, or grant concessions upon real or personal property under the
control of the departnent. This includes the authority to sell tinber,
gravel, sand, and other materials or products fromreal property held
by the departnent, and to sell or |lease the departnent's real or
personal property or grant concessions or rights of way for roads or
utilities in the property. Net proceeds fromall resource nmanagenent
activities nust be deposited in the state wldlife fund for the
pur poses of departnent | and managenent. GO and gas resources owned by
the state which lie below lands owned, |eased, or held by the
departnment shall be offered for |ease by the conmm ssioner of public
| ands pursuant to chapter 79.14 RCWw th the proceeds bei ng deposited
inthe state wildlife fund: PROVIDED, That the comm ssioner of public
| ands shall condition such | eases at the request of the departnent to
protect wildlife and its habitat.

(3) By Decenber 1, 2004, and at least every five years thereafter,

the departnent nust evaluate the opportunities and develop a plan for
revenue generation from departnent lands through the resource
managenent activities identified in subsection (2) of this section

Any resource nmanagenent activities nust be consistent with the purposes

of this title. The departnent may contract with the departnent of
natural resources or a private contractor for the evaluation and
subsequent resource nanagenent activities.

(4) If the comm ssion determnes that real or personal property
hel d by the departnment cannot be used advantageously by the departnent,
the director may dispose of that property if it is in the public
i nterest.

(5 If the state acquired real property wth use limted to
speci fic purposes, the director nmay negotiate terns for the return of
the property to the donor or grantor. O her real property shall be
sold to the highest bidder at public auction. After appraisal, notice
of the auction shall be published at |east once a week for two
successive weeks in a newspaper of general circulation within the
county where the property is located at |east twenty days prior to
sal e.
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(6) Proceeds from the sales shall be deposited in the state
wildlife fund.

Sec. 3. RCW 79A.05.035 and 1999 c 249 s 303 are each amended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The comm ssion shall:

(a) Manage tinber and | and under its jurisdiction to naintain and
enhance aesthetic and recreational val ues;

(b) Apply nodern conservation practices to nmaintain and enhance
aesthetic, recreational, and ecol ogical resources; ((anrd))

(c) Enhance revenue generation through tinber harvest when harvest
is consistent with this section and the purposes identified in RCW
79A. 05. 305; and

(d) Designate and preserve certain forest areas throughout the
state as natural forests or natural areas for interpretation, study,
and preservation purposes.

(2) Trees may be renoved from state parks:

(a) When hazardous to persons, property, or facilities;

(b) As part of a park nmaintenance or devel opnent project, or
conservation practice;

(c) As part of a road or utility easenent; ((er))

(d) To generate revenue for state park purposes when consi stent
with RCW 79A. 05. 305; or

(e) When damaged by a catastrophic forest event.

(3) Tree renoval under subsection (2) of this section shall be done
by commi ssion personnel ((—unless—the—personnel—lack—necessary
expertise)) or through a contract with the departnent of natural
resources or a professional forester. Except in energencies and when
feasible, significant trees shall be renoved only after they have been
marked or appraised by a professional forester. The renoval of
significant trees from a natural forest nay take place only after a
public hearing has been held, except in energencies.

(4) When feasible, felled tinber shall be left on the ground for
nat ural purposes or used for park purposes including, but not limted
to, building projects, trail mulching, and firewood. In natural forest
areas, first consideration shall be given to leaving tinber on the
ground for natural purposes.
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(5 The commission nmay issue permts to individuals under RCW
4.24.210 and 79A.05.090 for the renoval of wood debris from state parks
for personal firewood use.

(6) Only tinber that qualifies for cutting or renoval under
subsection (2) of this section may be sold. Tinber shall be sold only
when surplus to the needs of the park.

(7) Net revenue derived fromtinber sales shall be deposited in the
state parks renewal and stewardshi p account created in RCW 79A. 05. 215.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 79A. 05 RCW
to read as foll ows:

By Decenber 1, 2004, and at |east every five years thereafter, the
conmm ssion nust evaluate the opportunities and develop a plan for
revenue generation from commssion |ands through the resource
managenent activities identified in RCW 79A. 05. 035 and 79A. 05. 070(7).
Any resource nmanagenent activities nust be consistent with the purposes
identified in RCW 79A 05. 305. Net revenue derived from resource
managenent activities on park |ands nust be deposited in the state
parks renewal and stewardshi p account to be used for park maintenance
and i nprovenents. The conmm ssion may contract with the departnent of
natural resources or a private contractor for the evaluation and
subsequent resource nmanagenent activities.

~-- END ---
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