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SENATE BI LL 6171

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Session

By Senators Benton, Kohl-Wlles, Carlson, Stevens, Johnson, Esser, T.
Shel don and Pfl ug

Read first tine 01/ 14/ 2004. Referred to Commttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to investigations of conplaints against school
enpl oyees; anendi ng RCW 28A. 410. 095; adding a new section to chapter
28A. 400 RCW and prescribing penalties.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 400
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) The superintendent of public instruction may initiate and
conduct investigations of any conplaint against a school enployee as
may be reasonably necessary to establish a violation of any rules
regul ations, or personnel policies established by that enployee's
school district. For the purpose of any investigation or proceeding
under this chapter, the superintendent or any officer designated by the
superintendent may admnister oaths and affirmations, subpoena
W t nesses and conpel their attendance, take evidence, and require the
production of any books, papers, correspondence, nenoranda, agreenents,
or other docunments or records that the superintendent deens relevant
and material to the inquiry.

(2) Investigations conducted by the superintendent of public
i nstruction concerning all eged sexual m sconduct towards a child shal
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be conpleted within one year of the initiation of the investigation

The superintendent of public instruction may request additional tine
for conmpletion of the investigation by informng the victim the
i ndi vi dual being investigated, and the school district that enploys the
i ndi vi dual being investigated of the reasons additional tine is needed
and the ampunt of additional tinme needed. Witten consent to the
request nust be obtained fromeach of the parties who nust be inforned.
The sole renmedy for a failure to conplete an investigation of sexua

m sconduct within one year or wwthin the tine consented to by each of
the contacted parties is a civil penalty of fifty dollars per day for
each day beyond the allowed tine.

(3) If any person fails to obey a subpoena or obeys a subpoena but
refuses to give evidence, any court of conpetent jurisdiction, upon
application by the superintendent, nmay issue to that person an order
requiring himor her to appear before the court and to show cause why
he or she should not be conpelled to obey the subpoena and give
evidence material to the matter under investigation. The failure to
obey an order of the court may be puni shable as contenpt.

Sec. 2. RCW 28A.410.095 and 1992 c 159 s 5 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The superintendent of public instruction may initiate and
conduct investigations as may be reasonably necessary to establish the
exi stence of any alleged violations of or nonconpliance with this
chapter or any rules adopted under it. For the purpose of any
i nvestigation or proceedi ng under this chapter, the superintendent or
any officer designated by the superintendent may adm ni ster oaths and
affirmati ons, subpoena w tnesses and conpel their attendance, take
evi dence, and require the production of any books, papers,
correspondence, nenoranda, agreenents, or other docunments or records
that the superintendent deens relevant and material to the inquiry.

(2) Investigations conducted by the superintendent of public
instruction concerning alleged sexual m sconduct towards a child shal
be conpleted within one year of the initiation of the investigation
The superintendent of public instruction nmay request additional tine
for conpletion of the investigation by informng the victim the
i ndi vidual being investigated, and the school district that enploys the

i ndi vidual being investigated of the reasons additional tine i s needed

SB 6171 p. 2



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

e N
w N R O

and the ampunt of additional tinme needed. Witten consent to the
request nust be obtained fromeach of the parties who nmust be i nforned.
The sole renedy for a failure to conplete an investigation of sexua
m sconduct within one year or within the tine consented to by each of
the contacted parties is a civil penalty of fifty dollars per day for
each day beyond the allowed tine.

(3) If any person fails to obey a subpoena or obeys a subpoena but
refuses to give evidence, any court of conpetent jurisdiction, upon
application by the superintendent, nmay issue to that person an order
requiring himor her to appear before the court and to show cause why
he or she should not be conpelled to obey the subpoena, and give
evidence material to the matter under investigation. The failure to
obey an order of the court may be puni shabl e as contenpt.

~-- END ---
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