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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6155

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Committee on Agriculture (originally sponsored by Senators
Parlette, Hewtt and Milliken)

READ FI RST TI ME 01/ 30/ 04.

AN ACT Relating to the prevention of horticultural pests and
di seases; and anendi ng RCW 70. 94. 745.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW70.94.745 and 1995 ¢ 206 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) It ((shakt—be)) 1is the responsibility and duty of the
department of natural resources, department of ecol ogy, departnent of
agriculture, fire districts, and | ocal air pollution control
authorities to establish, through regul ations, ordinances, or policy,
alimted burning permt program

(2) The permt program ((shat—appty)) applies to residential and
| and clearing burning in the follow ng areas:

(a) In the nonurban areas of any county wth an unincorporated
popul ation of greater than fifty thousand; and

(b) In any city and urban growth area that is not otherw se
prohi bited from burning pursuant to RCW 70. 94. 743.

(3) The permt program ((shakH——applty)) applies only to |and
clearing burning in the nonurban areas of any county wth an
uni ncor por ated popul ation of less than fifty thousand.
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(4) The permt programmy be limted to a general permt by rule,
or by verbal, witten, or electronic approval by the permtting entity.
(5) Notwi t hstandi ng any other provision of this section, neither a
permt nor the paynment of a fee ((shalkh—be)) is required for outdoor
burning for the purpose of disposal of: (a) Tunbl eweeds bl own by w nd;
or (b) cultivated orchard tree tear-outs, whether or not other

agricultural crops or trees will be replanted on the land, if the
appropriate county legislative authority has determned in witing that
the di sposal will help prevent or control the spread of horticultura

pests or diseases. Such burning shall not be conducted during an air
pol lution episode or any stage of inpaired air quality declared under
RCW ((#0-94—+734)) 70.94.715. This subsection (5) ((shakh)) only
((apphHy)) applies within counties with a population |less than two
hundred fifty thousand.

(6) Burning ((shal—be)) is prohibited in an area when an alternate
t echnol ogy or nethod of disposing of the organic refuse is avail abl e,
reasonably economcal, and |l ess harnful to the environnent. It is the
policy of this state to foster and encourage devel opnent of alternate
met hods or technology for disposing of or reducing the anount of
organi c refuse.

(7) Incidental agricultural burning nust be allowed wthout
applying for any permt and w thout the paynent of any fee if:

(a) The burning is incidental to comrerci al agricultura
activities;

(b) The operator notifies the local fire departnent within the area
where the burning is to be conducted;

(c) The burning does not occur during an air pollution episode or
any stage of inpaired air quality declared under RCW 70. 94. 715; and

(d) Only the following itens are burned:

(1) Orchard prunings;

(ii1) Organic debris along fence lines or irrigation or drainage
di tches; or

(ti1) Organic debris blown by w nd.

(8 As used in this section, "nonurban areas" are unincorporated
areas within a county that is not designated as an urban growth area
under chapter 36. 70A RCW

(9) Nothing in this section ((shalkt)) requires fire districts to
enforce air quality requirenents related to outdoor burning, unless the
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1 fire district enters into an agreenent with the departnent of ecol ogy,
2 departnment of natural resources, a local air pollution control
3 authority, or other appropriate entity to provide such enforcenent.

~-- END ---
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