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SENATE BI LL 6138

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Session
By Senators Kohl-Wlles, Carlson, Rasmussen, Schm dt and MAuliffe

Read first tine 01/12/2004. Referred to Conmttee on Hi gher Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to a master plan for education from prekindergarten
t hrough university; creating new sections; and providing an expiration
dat e.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that:

(1) Education is the nost inportant function of Washington state
and is essential to the economc health, cultural diversity, civic
vitality, and political well-being of the state and the nati on;

(2) There is significant evidence that citizens benefit by having
an opportunity to access the education and training that wll allow
them to grow personally and professionally, address their future
econom ¢ needs and those of their famlies, and to contribute to the
heal thy future of not only thenselves and their famlies but also to
the community at | arge;

(3) Research supports that children's chances to succeed in schoo
increase if they participate in high quality preschool and early
chi | dhood educati on prograns;

(4) Qur public schools, through education reform are expected to
prepare an evergrow ng nunmber of high school graduates for entry into
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post secondary education or the increasingly conpetitive work

envi ronment . | mproving K-12 education will also reduce the need for
remedi al education at our colleges and universities;
(5) The state will need to provide higher education opportunities

for at least a projected thirty-three thousand six hundred nore
citizens by the year 2010 just to maintain current postsecondary
participation rates;

(6) A growing nunber of citizens affected by the fluctuations in
the economc climte and shifts in enploynent opportunities enter and
reenter the state's educational institutions to prepare for
participation in the rapidly changi ng workpl ace;

(7) Washington's citizens would be better served through access to
hi gh quality education without institutional or organizational barriers
to ensure snmooth progress through all |evels of education they desire;
and

(8) Washington does not have a seanl ess education system nor does
it have a system of coordi nated education planning. Collaboration and
coordi nati on anong all sectors of education including but not Iimted
to prekindergarten, the K-12 system the comunity and technical
college system the four-year college and wuniversities, and the
i ndependent col |l eges and private career schools is essential to devel op
an educated citizenry.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The senate commttees on education and
hi gher education and the house of representatives conmmttees on
education and hi gher education shall work coll aboratively to study and
make recommendations about a master plan for education from
preki ndergarten through university. The purpose of the plan is to
devel op recommendations to the legislature to support students' needs,
focusing on the organization and managenent of delivery systens, to
achieve the goal of elimnating barriers to a sean ess education. The
recommendations will address but not be limted to issues of access,
achi evenent, accountability, affordability, and quality of our schools
and institutions of hi gher educati on. In developing the
recomendations, the conmmttees shall involve interested parties
including but not limted to: Educators including staff, faculty,
adm ni stration, and governing board nmenbers, from both the public and
private sector; regional and national public policy groups and state
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or gani zati ons;

| eaders;

communi ty | eaders;

advocacy groups; researchers; business and | abor

parents; and students. An interimreport

shall be conpleted by Decenmber 1, 2004. The final report shall be

conpl eted by Decenber

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 3.

1, 2005, if needed.

This act expires Decenber 31, 2005.

~-- END ---
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