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S-1704. 1

SENATE BI LL 5962

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Deccio, T. Shel don and Kei ser

Read first time 02/25/2003. Referred to Conmttee on Health & Long-
Term Car e.

AN ACT Relating to nursing hone enforcenent; adding a new section
to chapter 18.51 RCW and declaring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 18.51 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1)(a) The departnent shall identify factors to be considered in
selecting the appropriate renedy to apply to a nursing hone that has
not conplied with the licensing requirenents under this chapter or
chapter 74.42 RCW In identifying the factors to be used in selecting
an appropriate renedy, the departnent shall use a scope and severity
met hod and assign the cited deficiencies to the appropriate category
based on the scope and severity of a deficiency.

(b) For the purposes of this section:

(i) "Scope of a deficiency”" neans the frequency, incidence, or
extent of the occurrence of the deficiency.

(i) "Severity of a deficiency" nmeans the seriousness of the
deficiency and may i nclude consi deration of actual or potential harmto
the resident and the inpact of the actual or potential harm on the
resi dent.
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(c) The scope and severity factors identified by the departnment
shal | not exceed the federal factors for determ ning scope and severity
of deficiencies cited under 1919(h) and 1819(h) of the federal social
security act and 42 C.F. R 488.404, as existing on January 1, 2003.

(2) Based on the determnation of the scope and severity of the
deficiency citation, the departnent shall apply penalties to the
nursing honme, as specified in RCW 18.51.060. The renedi es applied by
t he departnent shall not exceed the federal requirenents for selecting
remedi es under 1919(h) and 1819(h) of the federal social security act
and 42 C.F. R 488.408, as existing on January 1, 2003, except that the
departnment may use stop placenent of new adm ssions as a renedy.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. This act is necessary for the imrediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state government and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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