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SENATE BI LL 5960

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senator Benton

Read first tinme 02/25/2003. Referred to Commttee on Hi ghways &
Transportation.

AN ACT Relating to prohibiting a regional transit authority from
inplenmenting a light rail transit systemin certain areas; adding a new
section to chapter 81.112 RCW creating a new section; and declaring an
ener gency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that |I|ight rai
transit service in certain counties is nore costly, and provides
substantially | ess service, than other transit alternatives, and shoul d
therefore be prohibited. The legislature further finds that regional
transit authorities should consider alternatives to light rail transit
service in certain counties to ensure that the nost cost-effective
transit service is provided throughout the service area. However, the
| egislature finds that in those counties where light rail transit
service is not cost-effective, a regional transit authority should not
be prohibited from inplenmenting other high-capacity transportation
systens, such as commuter rail, nonorail, intercity bus service, and
park and ride lots. Additionally, light rail transit service in the
| ess populous counties of a service area should renmain as a viable
option for a regional transit authority.

p. 1 SB 5960



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

e
= O

12
13
14
15

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A newsection is added to chapter 81.112 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Subject to subsection (2) of this section, a regional transit
authority may not nake any expenditure, incur any debt, issue any
bonds, or enter into any agreenent, for the purpose of inplenenting a
light rail transit system in a county with a population over one
mllion five hundred thousand persons.

(2) Aregional transit authority may make expenditures under this
section solely for the purpose of retiring debt, if any, relative to a
light rail transit system that was incurred before the effective date
of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. This act is necessary for the immediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state government and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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