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SENATE BI LL 5884

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Keiser, Fraser and Kline

Read first time 02/18/2003. Referred to Commttee on Natural
Resources, Energy & Water.

AN ACT Relating to evaluating and addressing the health risks
associated with toxic air pollutants; adding a new section to chapter
70.94 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. Toxic pollutants released to the air
conprise approximtely seventy-five percent of all toxic releases in
Washi ngt on. Li ke many other states and the federal governnent,
presently Washington state's principal strategy for reducing the
release of toxic pollutants focuses on releases from industrial
sources. This approach uses a technol ogy-based system to address the
rel eases and places a primary enphasis on conventional air pollutants
such as particul ates and carbon nonoxi de.

The legislature finds that while this approach has had consi derabl e
success in controlling conventional sources of pollution, the state
needs to examne a different approach for dealing with the public
heal th risks associated with toxic air pollutants. Toxic air em ssions
should be evaluated using a public health, risk-based approach that
prioritizes state action on the nost dangerous toxic air pollutants.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 70.94 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The departnent shall develop a planned strategy to address
toxic air pollutant em ssions based on their relative risk to public
health. The toxic air pollutant em ssion strategy nust:

(a) ldentify the nobst significant toxic air pollutants being
rel eased i n Washi ngt on;

(b) Include an eval uation, based on existing scientific
information, of the risks associated with the identified toxic air
pol | ut ant s;

(c) Evaluate the relative public health risk posed by the toxic air
pol I utants; and

(d) Prioritize the toxic air pollutants by the relative risk

(2) The departnment shall establish a ten-year schedule to adopt
em ssion reduction standards that significantly reduce em ssions for
the top ten toxic air pollutants.

(3) The departnent shall undertake actions, including any necessary
rule making, to begin emssion reductions for the six toxic air
pollutants posing the greatest relative risk, as determ ned by the
departnent, no later than January 1, 2006. The departnent shall use
the authorities provided under this chapter to achi eve such reducti ons,
and incorporate the actions as appropriate into the state's clean air
i npl enent ati on pl an.

(4) In developing the toxic air em ssion strategy, the departnment
may involve an advisory commttee with a balanced representation of
| ocal governnment, business, agriculture, and environnental, public
heal th, and community groups. Interested tribes and federal agencies
shoul d be encouraged to participate if an advisory commttee is forned.

--- END ---
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