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SENATE BI LL 5873

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Deccio, Parlette, Prentice and Thi baudeau

Read first time 02/18/2003. Referred to Conmttee on Health & Long-
Term Car e.

AN ACT Relating to the adm ni stration and managenent of services to
devel opnmental |y di sabl ed individuals; anmending RCW 71A. 18.020; adding
a new section to chapter 71A 18 RCW and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The Ilegislature intends that services
adm nistered to aid persons with devel opnental disabilities be based on
valid client information. The |egislature recognizes that the state's
capacity to provide services to individuals is dependent upon good
busi ness practices comensurate with the conplex job of managing
di screte services and limted resources to a population with diverse
needs. The legislature finds that current systenms do not allow for
informed authorization of servi ces, efficient and consi stent
eligibility determnations, conplete and consistent plans of care,
t horough coordination of services, and the uniform application of
programpolicies. The fragnented nature of current information systens
at the departnent of social and health services does not allow
policymakers to obtain a clear understanding of how public resources
are spent.
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By Decenber 1, 2003, the departnent of social and health services
shall report to the legislature on the costs associated with providing
a consolidated and unified managenent information system that wll
allow for infornmed authorization of services, efficient and consi stent
eligibility determnations, conplete and consistent plans of care,
t hor ough coordi nati on of services, and uniform application of program
policies on behalf of clients with devel opnmental disabilities.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 2. A newsection is added to chapter 71A.18 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnent shall develop a tool for the conprehensive
assessnment of need for services under this title. The tool shall
identify any supports the individual receives fromfamly, friends, and
the comunity, including state, local, and federal prograns. The

conprehensi ve assessnent tool shall be used for both children and
adul ts whose needs may evolve as they mature. The tool nust i nclude
the financial status of children and their famly inconme and resources.
Devel opment of a conprehensive assessnent tool nust be done within
avai |l abl e funds.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 3. The departnent of social and health services
shall consult wth individuals and famlies who receive services, and
those individuals with devel opnental disabilities who do not receive
services, to set priorities for the allocation of services. The
determ nation of priorities is a denonstration that the state has
limted resources and that not all people who conplete a conprehensive
assessnment will be able to have all their needs net. Setting
priorities is a deliberate effort to nake a system of service delivery
equitable wthin funding limts. The departnment shall report back to
the legislature by Decenber 1, 2003, on categories of priority
popul ations and the range of services that may be available to
different priority popul ations. The report shall include a process for
mai ntai ning information on individuals in nonpriority status.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 4. The departnent of social and health services
shal |l convene a work group of stakeholders to develop alternatives to
current eligibility standards for services under Title 71A RCW The
work group shall identify categories of individuals who are currently
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eligible as devel opnentally disabled, but whose needs nmay be better
addressed by alternatives, including, but not limted to, other
prograns within the departnent. The report shall include sone estinmate
of the nunber of individuals who woul d becone reclassified under any
new definition of developnentally disabled, and alternatives for how
they m ght be served. The work group shall report to the |egislature
by Decenber 1, 2003.

Sec. 5. RCW 71A.18.020 and 1988 c¢c 176 s 601 are each amended to
read as foll ows:

The secretary may provide a service to a person eligible under this
title if funds are available. |If there is an individual service plan,
the secretary shall consider the need for services as provided in that
plan. Limtations in funding may be the basis for denying services to
a person with a developnental disability not enrolled in a federa
nedi caid waiver program and limtations in funding may be the basis
for denying nonwaiver services to a person with a devel opnental
disability enrolled in a federal nedicaid waiver program The specific
provi sions of the federal nedicaid waiver control whether limtation in
funding is permtted as a basis for denial of services.

~-- END ---
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