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S-1558.1

SENATE BI LL 5859

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senator Benton

Read first time 02/17/2003. Referred to Commttee on Natural
Resources, Energy & Water.

AN ACT Relating to creating the crinme of mneral trespass; adding
new sections to chapter 78.44 RCW and prescribing penalties.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) A person commts the crinme of m neral
trespass if the person intentionally and without the perm ssion of the
cl ai m hol der:

(a) Enters a mning claimposted as required in chapter 78.08 RCW
and di sturbs, renoves, or attenpts to renove any mneral fromthe claim
site;

(b) Tanpers with or disturbs a flune, rocker box, bedrock sluice,

sl ui ce box, dredge, quartz mll, or other mning equi pnent at a posted
mning claim or
(c) Defaces a location stake, side post, corner post, |andmark,

nmonunent, or posted witten notice wiwthin a posted mning claim
(2) Mneral trespass is a gross m sdeneanor.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) A person commts the «crine of
interfering wwth a lawful small scale mning operation that is in full
conpliance wwth state and federal laws if the person intentionally:
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(a) Interferes with a awful small scal e mning operation; or

(b) Stops, or causes to be stopped, a |lawful small scale mning
oper ati on.

(2) Interfering with a lawful small scale mning operation is a
gr oss m sdeneanor

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) Sections 1 and 2 of this act do not
apply to conduct that would otherw se constitute an offense when it is
requi red or authorized by law or judicial decree or is perforned by a
public servant in the reasonable exercise of official powers, duties,
or functions.

(2) As used in subsection (1) of this section, "laws or judicia
decrees" includes but is not imted to:

(a) Laws defining duties and functions of public servants;

(b) Laws defining duties of private citizens to assist public
servants in the performance of certain of their functions; and

(c) Judgnents and orders of courts.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. Sections 1 through 3 of this act are each
added to chapter 78.44 RCW

~-- END ---
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