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SENATE BI LL 5851

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Reardon, Johnson, Mrton, Parlette, Schm dt and Shin

Read first tine 02/ 17/ 2003. Referred to Commttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to contracts for enploynent of school district
superintendents; and anmendi ng RCW 28A. 400. 010.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 28A.400.010 and 1990 ¢ 33 s 376 are each amended to
read as foll ows:

(1) In all districts the board of directors shall elect a
superintendent who shall have such qualification as the |ocal schoo
board al one shall determ ne. The superintendent shall have supervision
over the several departnents of the schools thereof and carry out such
other powers and duties as prescribed by [|aw Not wi t hst andi ng the
provi sions of RCW 28A 400.300(1), the board may contract with such
superintendent for a termnot to exceed three years when deened in the
best interest of the district. The right to renew a contract of
enpl oynent with any school superintendent shall rest solely with the
di scretion of the school board enploying such school superintendent.
Regardi ng such renewal of contracts of school superintendents the
provi sions of RCW 28A. 405. 210, 28A.405.240, and 28A. 645.010 shall be
i nappl i cabl e.
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(2) In addition to any other contract terns and conditions agreed
upon between the parties, a contract for the enploynent of a
superintendent shall include the follow ng |anguage: "This contract
may be termnated if, by a unaninous affirmative vote of all nenbers of
the school district board of directors, the board finds that the
superintendent has engaged in intentional conduct that creates the
appearance of inpropriety and the inability, or apparent inability, to
performhis or her duties in a fair and inpartial manner."”

(3) If a school district board of directors determnes by an
affirmati ve unaninpbus vote that the superintendent has engaged in
intentional conduct described in subsection (2) of this section, the

board is prohibited from neqgotiating a severance adreenent with the

superi nt endent .

(4) The total dollar ampunt of any ternmnation or severance
agreenent in contract or otherwise shall be limted to no nore than

one-half the renmnining salary otherw se payabl e under the contract.

(5) For the purposes of this section, "appearance of inpropriety"
means engaging in actions that would create the appearance of bias to

a reasonabl e person and that do not pronpte public confidence in the

integrity and inpartiality of the office.

--- END ---
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