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SENATE BI LL 5835

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Roach, Horn, Wnsley, Spanel, Rossi, Morton, Finkbeiner
Honeyf ord, ke, Swecker, Schm dt , Zarel li, Bent on, Parl ette,
Mul | i ken, McCaslin and Rasnmussen

Read first time 02/14/20083. Referred to Committee on Governnent
Operations & El ections.

AN ACT Relating to comments by candidates for judicial offices
addi ng a new section to chapter 42.36 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that candidates for
judicial offices do not forfeit their rights to freedom of speech when
they file for election and that public confidence and trust in the
judicial process wuld be pronoted if judicial candidates were
permtted to discuss and coment on issues of interest. The
| egi slature finds that judicial candidates can di scuss and comment on
issues of interest without commtting or appearing to commt the
candidate with respect to cases, controversies, or issues likely to
cone before the court, and that they nust be allowed to do so. The
| egislature further finds that the people have a right to know the
opinions and potential biases of candidates for judicial office.
Therefore, the legislature intends to provide that candidates for
judicial office may participate in public discussion of issues wthout
viol ation of the appearance of fairness doctrine.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 42.36 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Before declaring as a candidate or while canpaigning for a justice
of the suprene court under chapter 2.04 RCW judge for the court of
appeal s under chapter 2.06 RCW judge for the superior court under
chapter 2.08 RCW judge for the district court under chapter 3.34 RCW
or nmunicipal judge under chapter 3.50 RCW no public discussion or
expression of an opinion, other than a statenment conmtting or
appearing to commt the candidate with respect to cases likely to cone
before the court, by a person subsequently elected to a judicial
position is a violation of the appearance of fairness doctrine. This
section applies equally to new judicial candidates and incunbent
candi dat es.

--- END ---
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