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SENATE BI LL 5831

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Franklin, Wnsley, Rasnussen, Shin, Keiser, Kastama
Prentice, Regala, Doumt, MAuliffe, B. Sheldon, Kline, Brandland,
Brown, Eide, Spanel, Poulsen, Kohl-Wlles, Thibaudeau, Jacobsen,
Fraser and Fairl ey

Read first time 02/14/2003. Referred to Conmttee on Health & Long-
Term Car e.

AN ACT Relating to the creation of health skills panels in |oca
areas to address health care personnel shortages; adding new sections
to chapter 28C 18 RCW «creating a new section; and providing an
expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds and declares that:

(1) There is a severe shortage of health care personnel in
Washi ngt on state.

(2) The shortage contributes to increased costs in health care and
threatens the ability of the industry to provide adequate and
accessi ble health care services.

(3) The shortage poses a serious threat to the financial stability
of the health care industry, and consequently the state.

(4) The shortage of health care personnel is structural rather than
cyclical due to denographic changes that wll increase denmand for
health care services. An increasing proportion of the population wll
reach retirenent age, and an increasing proportion of health care
personnel will also reach retirenent age.
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(5) Health skills panels conprising |ocal health enployers, |ocal
education and training providers, and |ocal |abor representatives are
an effective way to identify needs and address heal th workers shortages
at the local |evel.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The board shall work with |ocal work force
devel opment councils to address health care personnel shortages. The
board shall provide support for the expansion of activities of existing
health skills panels and work with areas that do not have health skills
panels to establish such entities.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. Local health skills panels shall facilitate
the inplenmentation of the followng strategies, if appropriate to the
specific needs of their area:

(1) Coordinate clinical training to expand capacity for clinica
trai ni ng;

(2) Develop faculty/staff-sharing arrangenents between education
and training providers, and between education and training providers
and health care facilities;

(3) Pool resources, share equi pnent and space, and devel op di stance
| earni ng where possi bl e;

(4) Leverage resources to increase educational capacity;

(5) Devel op apprenticeships in health occupations;

(6) Wrk with local school districts and high schools to devel op
heal th sci ences and work-based | earni ng opportunities, strengthen math
and science skills, and create awareness of opportunities in health
careers in mddl e school;

(7) Devel op articulation agreenents bet ween educat i ona
institutions to enable students to gain credit for prior training or
skills | earned on-the-job;

(8) Ensure that |ocal area enploynent and training staff have the
skills and know edge of |ocal opportunities in high demand health care
occupations to direct clients to training and enpl oynent in high demand
careers;

(9) Develop customzed training opportunities for entry-I|evel
health care workers to enable themto nove up career |adders and fill
hi gh demand positi ons;
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(10) Devel op financial aid opportunities and other forns of support
for students to begin and conplete health care education and training;
and

(11) Consider any other strategies that are specific to the needs
of the area in order to increase the supply of health care workers that
are in shortage.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. Sections 2 and 3 of this act are each added
to chapter 28C. 18 RCW

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. Sections 1 through 3 of this act expire June
30, 2007.

~-- END ---
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