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SENATE BI LL 5828

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Sheahan, Keiser, Regala, Kastama, Thibaudeau, Hale,
Fraser and W nsl ey

Read first time 02/14/2003. Referred to Conmttee on Health & Long-
Term Car e.

AN ACT Relating to provision of neningococcal i mrunization
information to first-time students by degree-granting postsecondary
educational institutions; adding a new section to chapter 70.54 RCW
and providing an effective date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 70.54 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Each degree-granting public or private postsecondary
educational institution that provides on-canpus or group housing shal
provi de i nformati on on nmeni ngococcal di sease to each first-tinme student
who has been accepted for adm ssion. The information about
meni ngococcal di sease shall include:

(a) Synpt ons, risks, especially as the risks relate to
circunstances of group living arrangenents, and treatnent;

(b) A recommendation that each first-tinme student receive the
vaccination to prevent the student from contracting the disease and
where the vaccination can be received; and

(c) Aresponse formw th space in which to indicate that the first-
time student has received the infornmation about neni ngococcal disease
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and the availability of the vaccine to prevent the student from
contracting the di sease, whether or not he or she has chosen to receive
the vaccination, and his or her signature. In the case of a student
who is a mnor, the student's parent or guardian shall sign the
response formon behalf of the m nor student.

(2) Each postsecondary educational institution shall maintain the
confidentiality of information obtained on the form

(3) This section shall not be construed to require the departnent
of health or the postsecondary educational institution to provide the
vacci nation to students.

(4) The departnent of health shall be consulted regarding the
preparation of the information materials provided to the first-tinme
st udent s.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. This act takes effect July 1, 2004.

~-- END ---
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