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SENATE BI LL 5827

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Shin, Benton, T. Sheldon, B. Sheldon, Schm dt, Rossi,
Hal e, Kohl-Wlles, Rasnussen, Hargrove, Keiser, Brown, Franklin,
Prenti ce and Thi baudeau

Read first time 02/13/2003. Referred to Committee on Econonic
Devel opnent .

AN ACT Relating to international tourism and adding a new chapter
to Title 43 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that:

(a) International tourism is a growng sector that can provide
Washi ngton residents with jobs and local communities with needed
revenues;

(b) Contacts made through international tourism activities may
yield future benefits in terns of future international investnents in
t he state;

(c) Current efforts to pronote international tourism are too
diffuse to yield significant benefits; and

(d) A collaborative effort anong state and |ocal governnents,
tribes, and private enterprises can serve to |leverage the investnents
in international tourismand trade made by each

(2) It is therefore the policy of the state to create a single
entity to be known as the international tourismcenter to devel op new,
and expand exi sting, opportunities for international tourismand trade.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. There is created the international tourism
center wthin the departnment of community, trade, and econonmc
devel opnent. As used in this chapter, "center" neans the international
tourismcenter.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The center shall:

(1) Provide targeted assistance to international tourismrelated
busi nesses, i ncl uding:

(a) Pronotion of WAshington state as a tourismdestination; and

(b) Market research and pl anning information,;

(2) Provide information to tourism businesses on the availability
and benefits of international tourismopportunities;

(3) Undertake and participate in marketing pronotions to achieve
expanded i nternational tourism

(4) Coordinate with |ocal tourism devel opnent efforts to naxim ze
benefits; and

(5) Devel op an annual work plan. The plan shall describe actions
and recomendations for devel oping markets for international tourism
and related trade activities.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 4. To carry out its responsibilities under this
chapter, the center may:

(1) Receive such gifts, grants, funds, fees, and endownents, in
trust or otherwise, for the use and benefit of the center. The center
may expend the sanme or any incone therefrom according to the terns of
the gifts, grants, or endowrents;

(2) Initiate, conduct, or <contract for studies and searches
relating to international tourism

(3) Obtain and dissemnate information relating to market
devel opment for international tourism from other state and | ocal
agenci es;

(4) Enter into, anmend, and term nate contracts w th individuals,
corporations, trade associations, and research institutions for the
pur poses of this chapter;

(5) Provide business and nmarketi ng assistance to public and private
sector entities wwthin the state; and

(6) Evaluate, analyze, and make recommendati ons on state policies
that may affect markets for international tourism
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NEW SECTION.  Sec. 5. The center shall solicit financial
contributions and support from tourismrelated industries and other

private sector sour ces, f oundat i ons, tribal governnments  and
enterprises, and grants from governnental sources to assist in
conducting its activities. It may al so use separately appropriated

funds of the departnent of community, trade, and econom c devel opnment
for the center's activities.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. Local governnments nay divert a portion of
the revenue collected under |ocal sales and use taxes on the sale of
| odging to the center.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. Sections 1 through 6 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 43 RCW

~-- END ---
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