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SENATE BI LL 5823

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators MAuliffe, Stevens, Eide, Fairley, Regala, Hargrove, Kohl-
Wel | es and Rasnussen

Read first time 02/13/2003. Referred to Committee on Children &
Fam |y Services & Corrections.

AN ACT Relating to inproving services for kinship caregivers;
addi ng new sections to chapter 74.13 RCW creating new sections; and
provi di ng expiration dates.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 74.13 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnment shall plan, design, and inplenent strategies to
prioritize the placenent of children with willing and able kin when
out - of - home pl acenent is required.

These strategies nust include at |east the foll ow ng:

(1) Devel opnent of standardi zed, statew de procedures to be used
when searching for kin of children prior to out-of-hone placenent. The
procedures nust include a requirenent that docunentation be nmaintained
inthe child s case record that identifies kin, and docunentation that
identifies the assessnment criteria and procedures that were followed
during all kin searches. The procedures nust be used when child safety
requi res out-of-hone placenent in the foll ow ng proceedi ngs: Voluntary
pl acenmrent agreenent, dependency, and child in need of services
petitions when filed by sonmeone other than the parent. To assist with
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i npl enmentation of the protocol, the departnent shall request that the
juvenile court require parents to disclose to the departnent all
contact information for avail able and appropriate kin within two weeks
of an entered order.

(2) Devel opnment of procedures for conducting active outreach
efforts toidentify and | ocate kin during all searches. The procedures
nmust include at |east the follow ng el enents:

(a) Reasonable efforts to interview known kin, friends, teachers,
and other identified comunity nmenbers who nay have know edge of the
child s kin, wwthin sixty days of the child entering out-of-hone care;

(b) Increased use of those procedures determ ned by research to be
the nost effective nethods of pronoting reunification efforts,
per manency pl anni ng, and pl acenent deci sions;

(c) Contacts with kin identified through outreach efforts and
interviews under this subsection as part of permanency planning
activities and change of placenent discussions;

(d) Establishnent of a process for ongoing contact with kin who
express interest in being considered as a placenment resource for the
child; and

(e) A requirenent that when the decision is nade to not place the
child with any kin, the department provides docunentation as part of
the child s individual service and safety plan that clearly identifies
the rationale for the decision and corrective action or actions the kin
must take to be considered as a viable placenment option.

(3) Nothing in this section shall be construed to create an
entitlenent to services or to create judicial authority to order the
provision of services to any person or famly if the services are
unavail abl e or unsuitable or the child or famly is not eligible for
such servi ces.

(4) For the purposes of this section, "kin" neans persons rel ated
by bl ood or marriage, including marriages that have been di ssol ved.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The departnent of social and health
services shall collaborate with one or nore nonprofit comrunity-based
agencies to develop a grant proposal for submssion to potential
funding sources, i ncluding governnent al entities and private
foundations, to establish a mninum of two pilot projects to assist
ki nship caregivers with understanding and navigating the system of
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services for children in out-of-home care. The proposal nust seek to
establish at | east one project in eastern Washi ngton and one project in
western Washi ngton, each project to be nmanaged by a participating
comuni ty- based agency.

(2) The kinship care navigators funded through the proposal shal
be responsible for at least the foll ow ng:

(a) Understanding the various state agency systens serving kinship
caregi vers;

(b) Working in partnership with local conmunity service providers;

(c) Tracking trends, concerns, and other factors related to kinship
caregi vers; and

(d) Assisting in establishing stable, respectful relationships
bet ween ki nshi p caregivers and departnent staff.

(3) Inplenentation of the kinship care navigator pilot projects is
contingent upon receipt of nonstate or private funding for that
pur pose.

(4) This section expires January 1, 2007.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) The departnent of social and health
services shall report to the legislature and the governor on the
i npl ementation of the Kkinship care navigator pilot projects wth
recomendati ons on statewi de inplenentation of the pilot projects one
year follow ng i npl enentation of the pilot projects. The report shall:
I ncl ude data that denonstrates whether the pil ot project reduced actual
barriers to access to services; identify statutory and adm nistrative
barriers for kin who give care; and recommend ways to reduce or
elimnate the barriers w thout adverse consequences to children pl aced
wi th Kin.

(2) This section expires January 1, 2007.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 74.13 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Wthin existing resources, the departnent shall establish an
oversight commttee to nonitor, guide, and report on kinship care
recomendati ons and i nplenentation activities. The commttee shall:

(a) Draft a kinship care definition that is restricted to persons
related by blood or marriage, including marriages that have been
di ssol ved, and a set of principles;
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(b) Monitor the inplenentation of reconmendati ons contained in the
2002 ki nship care report;

(c) Partner wth nonprofit organizations and private sector
busi nesses to guide a public educati on awareness canpai gn; and

(d) Assist with developing future reconmmendati ons on kinship care
I Ssues.

(2) The oversight conmttee nmust consist of a mninmum of thirty
percent kinship caregivers, who shall represent a diversity of kinship
famlies. Statew de representation wth geographic, ethnic, and gender
diversity is required. Oher nenbers shall include representatives of
the departnent, representatives  of rel evant state agenci es,
representatives of the private nonprofit and business sectors, child
advocates, representatives of Washington state Indian tribes as defined
under the federal Indian welfare act (25 U S.C. Sec. 1901 et seq.), and
representatives of the legal or judicial field. Birth parents, foster
parents, and others who have an interest in these issues may al so be
i ncl uded.

(3) To the extent funding is available, the departnent may
rei nburse nondepartnental nenbers of the oversight commttee for costs
incurred in participating in the neetings of the oversight commttee.

(4) The kinship care oversight conmttee shall report to the
| egi sl ature and the governor on the status of Kkinship care issues by
Decenber 1, 2004.

(5) This section expires January 1, 2005.

- END ---
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