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S-1233.1

SENATE BI LL 5800

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Brown, Sheahan, B. Sheldon, Finkbeiner, Doumt, Reardon
McCaslin, Keiser, Kohl-Wlles, MAuliffe, Rasnussen, Schmdt, Shin,
Thi baudeau and W nsl ey

Read first time 02/13/2003. Referred to Committee on Econonic
Devel opnent .

AN ACT Relating to establishing the economc devel opnent
commi ssi on; anendi ng RCW 43. 330. 040; and addi ng a new chapter to Title
43 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that Wshington's
innovation and trade-driven econony has provided trenendous
opportunities for citizens of the state, but that there is no guarantee
that globally conpetitive firnms will continue to grow and |ocate in the
st at e. The legislature also finds that developing an effective
econom ¢ devel opnent strategy for the state and operating effective
econom ¢ devel opnent prograns, including workforce training, technol ogy
transfer, and export assistance, are vital to the state's efforts to
encourage enploynent growth, increase state revenues, and generate
econom c well-being. |In addition, the legislature finds that there is
a need for responsive and consistent involvenent of the private sector
in the state's econom c devel opment efforts. It is the intent of the
| egislature to create an econom c devel opnent conmm ssion that wll
develop and update the state's economc developnent strategy and
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performance neasures and provide advice to and oversight of the
departnent of community, trade, and econom c devel opnent.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The econom c devel opnment conm ssion is
established. The comm ssion shall consist of seven nenbers appointed
by the governor and shall serve at the pleasure of the governor for
t hree-year terns. The nmenbers of the conmm ssion shall be broadly
representative of the geographic regions of the state and at |east two
menbers shall be from eastern Washington. |In making appointnents, the
governor shall consult with organizations that have an interest in
econom ¢ devel opnent, including, but not Ilimted to, econonmc
devel opnent councils, chanbers of comrerce, port associations, industry
associ ations, |abor organizations, mnority business associ ations, and
the chairs of the legislative commttees wth jurisdiction over
econom ¢ devel opnent. The governor shall select the chair.

(2) The conmm ssion may establish commttees as it desires and may
invite nonmenbers of the conm ssion to serve as committee nenbers, but
the nonnmenbers shall not receive the reinbursenent provided for by
subsection (3) of this section.

(3) Menbers of the economc developnent comm ssion shall be
reinbursed for travel expenses as provided in RCW 43.03.050 and
43. 03. 060.

(4) The econom ¢ devel opnent comm ssion shall receive the necessary
staff support fromthe staff resources of the governor, the departnent
of community, trade, and econom c devel opnent, and ot her state agencies
as appropriate, and within existing resources and operati ons.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The econom c devel opnent comm ssion shall:

(1) Review and periodically update the state's econom c devel opnent
strategy, including inplenentation steps and perfornmance neasures;

(2) Perform an annual evaluation of the strategy and the
ef fectiveness of the state's | aws, policies, and prograns whi ch pronote
econom ¢ devel opnent and make recommendations to the governor and the
| egi sl ature;

(3) Provide policy direction to the departnent of conmmunity, trade,
and econom c devel opnent regarding: (a) Strategies that pronote
busi ness retention, expansion, and creation within the state; (b)
mar keting strategies that pronote products and services of the state;
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(c) strategies that pronote the business climte of the state and
stinmul ate i ncreased national and international investnent in the state;
(d) strategies to enhance rel ationships and cooperation on economc
devel opnent efforts between |ocal governnents, econom c devel opnent
councils, federal agencies, state agencies, and the legislature; (e)
strategies to integrate economc developnent prograns, including
wor kf orce training, technol ogy transfer, and export assistance; and (f)
strategies to make the funds available for economc devel opnment
purposes nore flexible to neet ener gent needs and nmaxim ze
opportunities;

(4) Assist the departnent of conmmunity, trade, and economc
devel opment with the procurenent and depl oynent of private funds for
busi ness devel opnent, retention, expansion, and recruitnent as well as
ot her econom c devel opnent efforts; and

(5 Review and provide feedback on legislative proposals and
admnistrative initiatives and plans concerning econom c devel opnent
i ssues.

Sec. 4. RCW43.330.040 and 1993 ¢ 280 s 6 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The director shall supervise and adm nister the activities of
the departnent consistent with the policy direction provided by the
econonm ¢ devel opnent conmi ssion created in section 2 of this act and
shal | advise the governor and the |l egislature with respect to community
and econom c devel opnent matters affecting the state.

(2) In addition to other powers and duties granted to the director,
the director shall have the followi ng powers and duti es:

(a) Enter into contracts on behalf of the state to carry out the
pur poses of this chapter;

(b) Act for the state in the initiation of or participation in any
mul ti governnmental programrelative to the purpose of this chapter

(c) Accept and expend gifts and grants, whether such grants be of
federal or other funds;

(d) Appoint such deputy directors, assistant directors, and up to
seven speci al assistants as may be needed to adm ni ster the departnent.
These enpl oyees are exenpt fromthe provisions of chapter 41.06 RCW

(e) Prepare and submt budgets for the departnent for executive and
| egi slative action;
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(f) Submt recomendations for legislative actions as are deened
necessary to further the purposes of this chapter;

(g) Adopt rules in accordance with chapter 34.05 RCW and perform
all other functions necessary and proper to carry out the purposes of
this chapter

(h) Del egate powers, duties, and functions as the director deens
necessary for efficient admnistration, but the director shall be
responsible for the official acts of the officers and enpl oyees of the
departnent; and

(i) Performother duties as are necessary and consistent with | aw

(3) Wihen federal or other funds are received by the departnent,
they shall be pronptly transferred to the state treasurer and
t hereafter expended only upon the approval of the director.

(4) The director nmay request information and assistance from al
ot her agencies, departnents, and officials of the state, and my
rei mburse such agencies, departnents, or officials if such a request
i nposes any additional expenses upon any such agency, departnent, or
of ficial.

(5) The director shall, in carrying out the responsibilities of
office, consult wth governnental officials, private groups, and
individuals and with officials of other states. All state agencies and
their officials and the officials of any political subdivision of the
state shall cooperate with and gi ve such assistance to the departnent,
including the subm ssion of requested information, to allow the
departnment to carry out its purposes under this chapter.

(6) The director may establish additional advisory or coordinating
groups with the legislature, within state governnent, with state and
other governnental wunits, wth the private sector and nonprofit
entities or in specialized subject areas as nay be necessary to carry
out the purposes of this chapter.

(7) The internal affairs of the departnment shall be under the
control of the director in order that the director my mnanage the
departnment in a flexible and intelligent manner as dictated by changi ng
contenporary circunstances. Unl ess specifically Ilimted by law the
director shall have conplete charge and supervisory powers over the
departnent. The director may create such adm nistrative structures as
the director deens appropriate, except as otherw se specified by |aw,
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and the director may enploy such personnel as may be necessary in
accordance with chapter 41.06 RCW except as otherw se provi ded by | aw.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. Sections 1 through 3 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 43 RCW

~-- END ---
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