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S-1134.1

SENATE BI LL 5755

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Keiser, Franklin, Prentice, Kohl-WlIlles and Kline

Read first tinme 02/11/2003. Referred to Commttee on Comerce &
Tr ade.

AN ACT Relating to apprenticeship wutilization requirenents on
public works projects; and addi ng new sections to chapter 39.04 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A well-trained construction trades work
force is critical to the ability of the state of Washington and its

political subdivisions to construct public works. Studies of the
state's work force highlight population trends that, wthout a
concerted effort to offset them wll lead to an inadequate supply of
skilled workers in the construction industry. State and | ocal
governnments regularly construct public works. The efficient and
econom cal construction of public works projects will be harnmed if

there is not an anple supply of trained construction workers.
Apprenticeship training prograns are particularly effective in
providing training and experience to individuals seeking to enter or
advance in the work force. By providing for apprenticeship utilization
on public works projects, state and |ocal governnent can provide
trai ning and experience that will help assure that a trained work force
will be available in sufficient nunbers in the future for the
construction of public works.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The definitions in this section apply
t hroughout sections 1 through 3 of this act unless the context clearly
requi res otherw se.

(1) "Apprentice" neans an apprentice enrolled in a state-approved
apprenticeship training program

(2) "Apprentice utilization requirenent” neans the requirenent that
t he appropri ate percentage of |abor hours within each separate craft or
trade be perforned by apprentices of that craft or trade.

(3) "Labor hours" neans the total hours of workers receiving an
hourly wage who are directly enployed on the site of the public works
project. "Labor hours" includes hours perfornmed by workers enpl oyed by
the contractor and all subcontractors working on the project. "Labor
hours" does not include hours worked by forenen, superintendents,
owners, and workers who are not subject to prevailing wage
requi renents.

(4) "Public works" includes those projects enconpassed by RCW
39.04. 010 and 39. 04. 260.

(5) "State-approved apprenticeship training prograni neans an
apprenticeship training program approved by the Wshington state
apprenticeship council.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) FromJuly 1, 2003, through Decenber 31,
2003, for all public works estimated to cost two mllion dollars or
nmore, all specifications shall require that no | ess than ten percent of
the | abor hours within each trade be performed by apprentices of that
trade.

(2) FromJanuary 1, 2004, through Decenber 31, 2004, for all public
wor ks estimated to cost two mllion dollars or nore, all specifications
shall require that no less than twelve percent of the |abor hours
within each trade be perforned by apprentices of that trade.

(3) From January 1, 2005, and thereafter, for all public works
estimated to cost one mllion dollars or nore, all specifications shal
require that no less than fifteen percent of the |abor hours wthin
each trade be perforned by apprentices of that trade.

(4) Work shall not be divided anong contractors or subcontractors
in order to evade the requirenents of this section. Were tw or nore
contractors or subcontractors perform work within a trade, all such
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contractors or subcontractors shall conply with the requirenents of
this section.

(5 Al contractors and subcontractors subject to this section
shall provide payroll reports on at least a nonthly basis to the
awar di ng agency or political subdivision awarding the work, certifying
the nanes of all workers performng |abor hours, their trade, hours
wor ked, and designation as journey |evel worker or apprentice.

(6) The awardi ng agency or political subdivision may adjust the
requirenents of this section for a specific project for the follow ng
reasons:

(a) The denonstrated lack of availability of apprentices in
speci fi c geographi c areas;

(b) A disproportionately high ratio of nmaterial costs to |abor
hours, which does not make feasible the required mninum |evels of
apprentice participation; or

(c) Oher criteria the awardi ng agency director deens appropri ate,
which is subject to prior review and approval by the apprenticeship
program manager of the departnment of |abor and industries.

(7) The failure by a contractor to conply with the apprentice
utilization requirenent shall be deened a breach of contract for which
the state or the nmunicipality is entitled to all renedies allowed by
| aw and under the contract. Failure to conply with the apprentice
utilization requirenent nmay be considered evidence bearing on a
contractor's qualification for award of future contracts.

(8 This section does not apply to agencies and political
subdi vi sions that adopt requirements for apprenticeship utilization on
public works projects that equal or exceed those set forth in this
section.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. Sections 1 through 3 of this act are each
added to chapter 39.04 RCW

~-- END ---
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