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SENATE BI LL 5730

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Deccio, Thibaudeau, Parlette, Rossi, Keiser and Wnsley

Read first time 02/10/2003. Referred to Conmttee on Health & Long-
Term Car e.

AN ACT Relating to eligibility for long-term care services under
t he nedi cal assistance program adding new sections to chapter 74.39A
RCW creating a new section; providing an effective date; and decl ari ng
an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that access to
care for people who need |long-termcare services is in jeopardy because
of the difficulty in providing public funds to finance the nedica
assi stance program It also finds that eligibility policy for the
medi cal assi stance program for people needing | ong-termcare services,
has evolved in such a way that it provides eligibility to sonme people
who have the ability to pay for the care they need from their own
resour ces.

(2) It is the intent of the legislature that eligibility for
medi cal assistance, for the provision of long-term care services, be
limted to people who do not have the ability to pay for the care they
need, and that eligibility for nedical assistance be set at the m ni num
threshold, with regard to assets, required for participation in the
federal medicaid program under Title XIX of the social security act.
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It is also the intent of the legislature to establish a process for
offering information and referral to private sector financing
mechani snms that will allow people to draw upon their fixed assets to
finance their long-term care service needs. It is the further intent
of the legislature that by taking these neasures, eligibility for the
medi cal assistance programw || be reserved for the people in greatest
financial need, and that we will be better able to afford to provide
good quality care to those who are eligible.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 2. A newsection is added to chapter 74. 39A RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The departnent is directed to conformits nedical assistance
eligibility requirenents, for those who comrence to receive long-term
care services on or after July 1, 2004, to the minimumlevel permtted
by Title XIX of the social security act with regard to any exenptions
for assets.

(2) The department is directed to periodically review, and adjust
as necessary, its eligibility requirenents to counteract the effects of
anyone attenpting to obtain eligibility by concealing or divesting
assets or incone.

(3) The departnment is directed to seek waivers from the federa
government from requirenents that the state exenpt from eligibility
determ nation the value of an applicant's home or other real estate.

(4) The departnent is directed to report to the |legislature
regardi ng federal actions on the requested waivers, and to identify any
changes in federal statutes required to carry out the intent of this
act .

NEWSECTION. Sec. 3. A newsection is added to chapter 74.39A RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnment is directed to establish an information and referral
process, for people seeking nedical assistance for long-term care
servi ces who appear to have sufficient assets in the formof a hone, to
financial institutions that can arrange a hone equity conversion
nort gage designed by the United States departnent of housing and urban
devel opnent and insured by the federal housing adm nistration.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. This act is necessary f
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety,
state governnment and its existing public institutions,
July 1, 200S3.

~-- END ---
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