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S-1088.1

SENATE BI LL 5643

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Esser, Haugen, Horn, Brandland, Prentice, Swecker and
Rear don

Read first time 02/04/2003. Referred to Commttee on H ghways &
Transportation.

AN ACT Relating to digitally printed Iicense plates; anending RCW
46. 16. 230, 46.16.233, and 46.16.0621; and adding new sections to
chapter 46.16 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW46.16.230 and 1992 ¢ 7 s 41 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The director shall furnish to all persons nmaking satisfactory
application for vehicle license as provided by law, two identical
vehicle Ilicense nunber plates each containing the vehicle |icense
nunber to be displayed on such vehicle as by law required: PROVI DED,
That if the vehicle to be licensed is a trailer, semtrailer or
notorcycle only one vehicle license nunber plate shall be issued for
each thereof. The nunber and plate shall be of such size and col or and
shall contain such synbols indicative of the registration period for
which the sane is issued and of the state of Wshington, as shall be
determ ned and prescribed by the director. Any vehicle |icense nunber
plate or plates issued to a dealer shall contain thereon a sufficient
and satisfactory indication that such plates have been issued to a
dealer in vehicles. All vehicle license nunber plates nmay be obtai ned
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by the director fromthe netal working plant of a state correctiona
facility or from any source in accordance with existing state of
Washi ngt on pur chasi ng procedures.

(2) Notwi thstanding the foregoing provisions of this section, the
director may, in his discretion and under such rul es and regul ati ons as
he may prescribe, adopt a type of vehicle |icense nunber pl ates whereby
the sanme shall be used as long as legible on the vehicle for which
i ssued, with provision for tabs or enblens to be attached thereto or
el sewhere on the vehicle to signify renewals, in which event the term
"vehicle |license nunber plate" as used in any enactnent shall be deened
to include in addition to such plate the tab or enblem signifying
renewal except when such plate contains the designation of the current

year without reference to any tab or enblem Renewal s shall be
effected by the issuance and display of such tab or enblem

(3) The departnent shall inplenent a flat, digitally printed
license plate system that nust be used to nanufacture all 1I|icense
plates issued under this chapter. This system nust be in place and
operational by January 1, 2004, and the system nust be used to produce
all license plates issued under this chapter by no later than July 1,

2011. The digitally printed license plates may al so include bar codes
to facilitate distribution and inventory control.

Sec. 2. RCW46.16.233 and 2000 ¢ 37 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Except for those |license plates issued under RCW 46. 16. 305(1)
before January 1, 1987, under RCW 46.16.305(3), and to commerci al
vehicles with a gross weight in excess of twenty-six thousand pounds,
effective with vehicle registrations due or to becone due on January 1
2001, all vehicle license plates nust be issued on a standard
background, as designated by the departnent.

(2) Additionally, to ensure maxinmum legibility and reflectivity,
the departnent shall periodically provide for the replacenent of
license plates, except for commercial vehicles with a gross weight in
excess of twenty-six thousand pounds. Frequency of replacenment shal
be established in accordance with enpirical studies docunenting the
| ongevity of the reflective materials used to nmake |icense pl ates.

(3) In providing for the periodic replacenent of license plates,
the departnent shall offer the vehicle's owner the option of retaining
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the current license plate nunber. The departnent shall charge a
retention fee of twenty dollars if this option is exercised. Revenue
generated fromthe retention fee will be deposited into the nultinodal
transportation account.

Sec. 3. RCW46. 16. 0621 and 2002 ¢ 352 s 7 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) License tab fees shall be thirty dollars and twenty-five cents
per year for all vehicles.

(2) For the purposes of this section, "license tab fees" are
defined as the general fees paid annually for |icensing notor vehicles
and trailers as defined in RCW 46.04.620 and 46.04.623. Trailers
i censed under RCW 46. 16. 068 or 46.16.085 and canpers |icensed under
RCW 46.16.505 are not required to pay license tab fees under this
section.

(3) Twenty-five cents of the fee collected under subsection (1) of
this section nust be deposited into the license plate technology
account created under section 4 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 46.16 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The license plate technology account is created in the state
treasury. Al'l receipts collected under RCW 46.16.0621(3) nust be
deposited into this account. Expenditures from this account nust
support current and future |icense plate technology and systens
i ntegration upgrades. Moneys in the account may be spent only after
appropriation.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. A new section is added to chapter 46.16 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnent shall offer |license plate design services to
organi zati ons who are sponsoring a new special license plate series or
who are seeking to redesign the appearance of an existing special
license plate series that they sponsored. 1In providing this service,
the departnment nust work wth the requesting organization in
determning the specific qualities of the new plate design and nust
provide full design services to the organization. The departnent shal
collect from the requesting organization a fee of one thousand five
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hundred dollars for providing |license plate design services. This fee

i ncludes one original license plate design and up to five additiona
renditions of the original design. | f the organi zation requests the
departnment to provide further renditions, in addition to the five

renditions provided for under the original fee, the departnent shal
collect an additional fee of five hundred dollars per rendition. Al
revenue collected under this section nust be deposited into the
mul ti nodal transportation account.

--- END ---
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