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SENATE BI LL 5628

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Brandland, Esser, Kline and Kohl-Wlles; by request of
Sent enci ng Gui del i nes Comm ssi on

Read first tinme 02/03/2003. Referred to Conmmittee on Judiciary.

AN ACT Relating to recommendations by the sentencing guidelines
conm ssion on threshold property values for crines involving property;
addi ng a new section to chapter 9.94A RCW creating a new section; and
provi di ng an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. It has been twenty years since the
| egi sl ature has conprehensively reviewed and adjusted threshold
property values for «crines involving property. The legislature
declares that in the interests of justice a study should be conducted
to determ ne whether threshold property values for crinmes involving
property and the nethod for determ ning such val ues shoul d be changed.
The legislature intends to establish an objective and public process
for reviewmng the current threshold values for the crines set forth in
section 2 of this act. The legislature intends the process to be
t horough and reflect input fromall affected parties.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 9.94A RCW
to read as foll ows:
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(1) The sentencing guidelines commssion is directed to conduct a
study of threshold property values for crimes involving property.

The conmmi ssion shall include in the study at |east the crines of
mal i ci ous m schief, theft, unlawful issuance of checks or drafts, theft
of rental, |eased, or |ease-purchased property, and possessing stolen

property, as well as any other property-based crinmes other than those
related to controll ed substances in which the value of the property is
an el enment of the offense.

The comm ssion shall study the need and effect of changing
threshold property values for crinmes involving property, identify
vi abl e mechani sns for establishing a periodic review or adjustnent of
such val ues, and whether a particular nmechani sm shoul d be recomended
to the Ilegislature and governor. If a preferred nmechanism is
identified, it shall be included in the report required under
subsection (3) of this section.

(2) The conm ssion shall seek the participation of the business
communi ty, prosecuting attorneys, defense attorneys, |ocal governnents,
and the departnent of corrections.

(3) The comm ssion shall report its findings and any
recommendations to the legislature and the governor by Decenber 1,
2004.

(4) This section expires July 1, 2005.

~-- END ---
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