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S-1113.1

SENATE BI LL 5611

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Keiser, Franklin, Shin, Kohl-Wlles and Kline

Read first tinme 02/03/2003. Referred to Committee on Commerce &
Tr ade.

AN ACT Rel ating to securing benefits for hearing | oss; and anendi ng
RCW 51. 32. 180 and 51. 36. 020.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW51.32.180 and 1988 ¢ 161 s 5 are each anended to read
as follows:

Every worker who suffers disability froman occupational disease in
the course of enploynent under the mandatory or elective adoption
provisions of this title, or his or her famly and dependents in case
of death of the worker from such disease or infection, shall receive
t he sane conpensation benefits and nedical, surgical and hospital care
and treatnent as would be paid and provided for a worker injured or
killed in enpl oynent under this title, except as foll ows:

(((2)y)) (1) This section and RCW 51.16.040 shall not apply where
the | ast exposure to the hazards of the disease or infection occurred
prior to January 1, 1937; and

((b)y)) (2)(a) Except as provided in (b) of this subsection, for
claims filed on or after July 1, 1988, the rate of conpensation for
occupati onal diseases shall be established as of the date the disease
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requires nedical treatnent or becones totally or partially disabling,
whi chever occurs first, and wthout regard to the date of the
contraction of the disease or the date of filing the claim

(b) For occupationally related noise-induced hearing loss clains
filed on or after the effective date of this section, and such clains
existing on the effective date of this section if no final adjudication
of the rate of conpensation has been nade, the rate of conpensation
shall be established as the earlier of:

(i) The date by which the worker received both a witten
notification from the sanme physician who provided the worker notice
under RCW 51.28.055 that the worker has occupationally related noise-
i nduced hearing |oss and the associ ated audi ogram or

(ii) The date the claimwas filed.

Sec. 2. RCW51.36.020 and 1999 ¢ 395 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) When the injury to any worker is so serious as to require his
or her being taken from the place of injury to a place of treatnent,
his or her enployer shall, at the expense of the nedical aid fund, or
self-insurer, as the case may be, furnish transportation to the nearest
pl ace of proper treatnent.

(2) Every worker whose injury results in the |loss of one or nore
limMbs or eyes shall be provided with proper artificial substitutes and
every worker, who suffers an injury to an eye producing an error of
refraction, shall be once provided proper and properly equi pped | enses
to correct such error of refraction and his or her disability rating
shal | be based upon the |oss of sight before correction.

(3) Every worker whose accident results in damage to or destruction
of an artificial linb, eye, or tooth, shall have sane repaired or
repl aced.

(4) Every worker whose hearing aid or eyeglasses or lenses are
damaged, destroyed, or lost as a result of an industrial accident shall
have the sane restored or replaced. The departnent or self-insurer
shall be liable only for the cost of restoring damaged hearing aids or
eyegl asses to their condition at the tinme of the accident.

(5 (a) Al nechanical appliances necessary in the treatnent of an
i njured worker, such as braces, belts, casts, and crutches, shall be
provi ded and all nechanical appliances required as pernmanent equi pnent
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after treatnment has been conpleted shall continue to be provided or
repl aced without regard to the date of injury or date treatnent was
conpl eted, notw t hstandi ng any other provision of |aw

(b) The hearing aids provided or replaced under this subsection
nust be appropriate to the injured worker's condition. Evaluation of
a hearing aid' s appropriateness nust consider whether the worker would
benefit from upgrading the hearing aid in light of technol ogies
available, the efficacy of the technology, and the cost. If the
injured worker chooses a hearing aid that is nore costly than one
considered appropriate after expert review, the worker is responsible
for the difference in cost.

(6) A worker, whose injury is of such short duration as to bring
him or her wthin the time limt provisions of RCW 51.32.090, shall
neverthel ess receive during the omtted period nedical, surgical, and
hospital care and service and transportation under the provisions of
this chapter.

(7) Whenever in the sole discretion of the supervisor it is
reasonabl e and necessary to provide residence nodifications necessary
to neet the needs and requirenents of the worker who has sustained
catastrophic injury, the departnment or self-insurer may be ordered to
pay an anount not to exceed the state's average annual wage for one
year as determ ned under RCW 50.04. 355, as now existing or hereafter
anmended, toward the cost of such nodifications or construction. Such
paynment shall only be nmade for the construction or nodification of a
residence in which the injured worker resides. Only one residence of
any worker may be nodified or constructed under this subsection,
al t hough the supervisor may order nore than one paynent for any one
home, up to the maxi mum anount permtted by this section.

(8)(a) Whenever in the sole discretion of the supervisor it is
reasonabl e and necessary to nodify a notor vehicle owned by a worker
who has becone an anput ee or becones paral yzed because of an industri al
injury, the supervisor may order up to fifty percent of the state's
aver age annual wage for one year, as determ ned under RCW50. 04. 355, to
be paid by the departnent or self-insurer toward the costs thereof.

(b) In the sole discretion of the supervisor after his or her
review, the anmount paid under this subsection may be increased by no
nore than four thousand dollars by witten order of the supervisor.
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1 (9) The benefits provided by subsections (7) and (8) of this
2 section are available to any otherwi se eligible worker regardl ess of
3 the date of industrial injury.

--- END ---
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