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SENATE BI LL 5594

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Mrton, Fraser, Regala, Hewitt and Rasnussen; by request
of Departnent of Ecol ogy

Read first time 01/31/2003. Referred to Commttee on Natural
Resources, Energy & Water.

AN ACT Relating to hazardous waste; and adding a new section to
chapter 70.105 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. A newsection is added to chapter 70.105 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The legislature finds that:

(a) Substantial volunes of hazardous wastes, including used oil
are being accunulated and nanaged at facilities |ocated throughout
Washi ngton wi t hout adequate financial reserves to pay for the safe and
orderly renoval of materials and cl eanup of environnmental contam nation

when these facilities close. Hazar dous waste managenent facilities
have been abandoned, shut down, or gone bankrupt in Washi ngton, |eaving
t axpayers, property owners, or forner custoners with mllions of

dollars in cleanup costs and significant environnental inpacts;

(b) Even at those hazardous waste treatnent, storage, and di sposal
facilities that are currently required to have financial assurance,
funds are often insufficient to pay for the costs incurred. Rul es
addressing financial assurance are inadequate or out of date;
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(c) Environmental inpacts and economic liability fromrecycling and
used oil processing facilities are not adequately addressed under the
current rules of the departnent. Such facilities are not currently
required to have financial assurance and changes in facility
oper ati ons, ownership, or waste nmanagenent processes may occur w thout
notification or authorization by the departnent; and

(d) Resource |evels are inadequate for managi ng current denmands on
the departnent’'s permtting and conpliance prograns at hazardous waste
facilities.

(2) The legislature declares that the managenent, regulation, and
oversi ght of wastes at hazardous waste managenent facilities, including
recyclers and used oil processors, is essential to prevent adverse
effects on the environnment and the econony and to protect public health
and safety. Toward that end, the legislature determnes that the
departnment, in consultation wth representatives of the waste
managenent industry, business, |ocal governnent, environnental groups,
and other interested parties, shall take the follow ng actions:

(a) By July 1, 2004, adopt anended rules, chapter 173-303 WAC
governing the financial assurance, pollution liability, and closure
plans at facilities, including recyclers and used oil processors, to

assure that adequate funds wll be available to pay for safe and
orderly cleanup and/or closure at those facilities. Owners and
operators of recycling and used oil processing facilities shall,

pursuant to these anmended rul es, have financial assurance and pollution
l[iability insurance for the closure of their facilities by no later
t han Decenber 31, 2005;

(b) By July 1, 2004, adopt a rule to establish a system for
aut hori zing recycling and used oil processing operations that are not
currently subject to hazardous waste permts. In establishing this
aut hori zation system the departnent shall, to the nmaxi num extent
practicable, mnimze paperwrk and admnistrative procedures for
facility owners and operators; and

(c) By Septenber 30, 2003, submt recomendations to the
| egislature for the 2004 |egislative session, addressing a fee-based
system to provide adequate funding for the departnent's permtting
conpliance, and assistance prograns for hazardous waste facilities
i ncludi ng recyclers and used oil processors. Subsequent to adoption of
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1 the fundi ng nechanism by the l|egislature, the departnment shall adopt
2 rules to inplenment this fundi ng nechani sm

~-- END ---
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