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SENATE BI LL 5555

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Kohl-Wlles, Jacobsen, Fairl ey, McAuliffe, Regal a,
Fraser, Thi baudeau, Kline, B. Shel don, Spanel and Prentice

Read first tine 01/29/2003. Referred to Commttee on Parks, Fish &
Wildlife.

AN ACT Relating to recovery of orca whales in Washi ngton waters;
and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the resident
popul ati on of orca whales in Washi ngton waters, comonly referred to as
the "southern residents,” are enornously significant to the state.
These highly social, intelligent, and playful marine manmals are a
totem of the entire Pacific Northwest and wonderfully illustrate the
bi ol ogical diversity and rich natural heritage that all Washington
citizens and its visitors enjoy. However, the southern resident orcas
are currently in a serious decline, likely from nultiple causes
i ncl udi ng PCB poi soning, declines in salnon, which are favorite orca
prey species, general ecosystem deterioration, grow ng whal e watching
pressure, and the lingering effects of many whal es being captured for
display in the 1960s and 1970s. There are additional threats to the
survival of the existing orca whale populations fromoil spills, boat
collisions, fishing net entanglenent, strandings, and disease. The
small size of the southern resident population and its recent
catastrophic decline qualify it for listing as "endangered" under the
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strict scientific criteria established by the international union for
the conservation of nature, but the United States governnment has
declined to list this population under the federal endangered species

act. It was listed as "threatened" by the government of British
Col unbia in 1999.
Therefore, it is inportant that Wshington state take strong

nmeasures to devel op and inplenent a recovery strategy for the southern
resi dent orcas, working closely with governnmental and nongovernnent al
or gani zati ons wth scientific, managenent , and regul atory
responsi bilities throughout the Pacific Northwest.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The fish and wildlife comm ssion shal
prepare a recovery plan for orca whale popul ations that are seasonally
resident in Washington waters. The departnent of fish and wldlife is
the | ead agency in preparing the plan under the conm ssion's direction.
The fish and wldlife comm ssion shall form an interagency team to
assist in preparing the recovery plan, that includes the departnents of
ecol ogy, health, and natural resources, and the Puget Sound water

quality action team The fish and wildlife commssion shall invite
participation on the team by the national oceanic and atnospheric
admnistration and Indian tribes with treaty fishing rights. I n

preparing the plan, the fish and wldlife conmssion and the
i nt eragency team should consult with provincial and federal governnent
agencies in Canada wth the objective of coordinating recovery pl anni ng
activities for the southern resident orca popul ations. The fish and
wi I dlife comm ssion shall encourage an agency participating on the team
to take lead responsibility for developing a recovery plan elenent
where that el enment involves a programresponsibility primarily of that
agency.

(2) The recovery plan nust focus primarily upon nonitoring,
managenent, and regul atory neasures that state and | ocal governnents
may undertake to address the full range of factors limting recovery.
The plan should include, but is not limted to:

(a) Identifying needed field and | aboratory research to |learn nore
about sout hern resident orca genetics, biology, and ecol ogy. Anong the
studies to be considered in the plan are:

(1) An enhanced and coordinated stranding network to provide
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i mredi at e response to reports of orca and other mari ne manmmal strandi ng
events;

(11) Shore-based observations of vessel and whale interactions; and

(1i1) Funding for continuing and new photo-identification studies;

(b) Measures to protect and restore the food sources for orcas,
including protecting herring and forage fish habitat that are critical
for restoration of chinook sal non, a principal prey species of orcas;

(c) Measures to protect and restore estuarine, riparian, and
shorel i ne habitats;

(d) Measures to reduce sources of toxic waste and other
contamnants to the waters frequented by orcas, including but not
limted to:

(1) Reviewng water quality discharge permts governing di scharges
to Puget Sound and ot her marine waters;

(1i) The renediation of sites in or adjacent to marine waters
contam nated with polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) and other toxic
pol I utants; and

(ti1) Coordinated efforts to prevent oil spills and for responses
when spills occur;

(e) Consideration of reintroduction of captive orcas that were
taken from sout hern resident popul ations; and

(f) Measures to reduce pollution and other negative inpacts from
whal e wat chi ng vessel s.

(3) The recovery plan shall be adopted by the fish and wildlife
comm ssion no later than June 30, 2005. Were plan elenents require
addi tional funding or additional statutory authority to inplenent, the
fish and wildlife commssion shall use its best efforts to nmake
recomendations to the |legislature by January 15, 2005.

~-- END ---
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