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S-1042. 2

SENATE BI LL 5553

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Mulliken, Cke, T. Shel don and Stevens
Read first tinme 01/29/2003. Referred to Commttee on Judiciary.

AN ACT Relating to providing for the option for imredi ate eviction
of tenants who are involved in crimnal actions or unlawful civil
di sruptions; adding a new section to chapter 59.18 RCW and creating a
new secti on.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that under existing
| andl ord tenant | aws, persons who are renting or |easing properties, as
well as their agencies and neighbors of the properties, do not have
means to imediately evict tenants involved in crimnal actions.

The |l egislature further finds that wth the absence of an i medi ate
| egal nmeans to renove disruptive tenants, the property owners, agents,
and neighbors suffer significant losses in the property and quiet
enjoynent of their residence. These | osses continue when disruptive
tenants are allowed to remain on the prem ses pending court action
under existing unlawful detainer |aw.

The legislature intends to protect property owners, agents, and
nei ghbors from further nental anguish, threats, physical harm and
financial loss by providing for the imrediate eviction of persons
participating in crimnal actions or unlawful civil disruptions.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 59.18 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Alandlord or neighbor petitioner, with supporting evi dence and
docunent ati on, may request a court having jurisdiction to authorize the
i mredi ate eviction of a tenant, if the tenant has:

(a) Msbranded drugs by msleading representation under RCW
69. 04. 530;

(b) Possessed drugs in violation of the wuniform controlled
subst ances act, chapter 69.50 RCW

(c) Conmmtted a violation involving nethanphetam ne under RCW
69. 50. 401 or 69.50. 440;

(d) Commtted malicious destruction under RCW 43. 06. 230;

(e) Possessed stolen property as defined in RCW9A. 56. 140;

(f) Commtted acts of donestic violence as defined in RCW
26. 50. 010;

(g) Coommitted a violation under chapter 9.61 RCW or

(h) Committed a public disturbance under chapter 9A. 84 RCW

(2)(a) Followi ng a request under subsection (1) of this section, a
court shall convene a hearing attended by the tenant and petitioner to
determ ne whether the tenant should be imediately renoved from the
property. The court may request attendance of a social services agency
for tenporary relocation assistance. The court nmay issue a wit of
restitution for the eviction of the tenant.

(b) Persons giving false statenents or testinony nay be prosecuted
by | aw under RCW 9. 72. 090 and 5. 28. 060.

(3)(a) Upon eviction, the tenant as well as all persons and ani mal s
living with the tenant nmust be permanently renmoved from the prem ses,
except that a cotenant shall not be renoved or evicted if:

(1) The cotenant is a victimof donestic violence that is the basis
for the proceeding; or

(1i) The cotenant did not know of and could not reasonably have
known of, or could not reasonably have prevented the conm ssion of the
act that is the basis for the proceeding.

(b) Personal property nust be retrieved within three days,
acconpani ed by a judicial representative.

(4)(a) The eviction and wit of restitution nust take place on the
sane day signed by the court. |If scheduling does not permt for issue

SB 5553 p. 2



N o oA WODN B

of the wit of eviction and wit of restitution the sane day,
nmust be served by noon the foll ow ng day.

the wits

(b) To enforce the court-ordered eviction, the petitioner nust be

acconpani ed by the sheriff.
(5 Nothing in this section shall be construed to

reduce the

requi renments of the landlord or owner having to post a bond under RCW

59. 12. 090.

~-- END ---
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