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SENATE BI LL 5499

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators ke, Haugen, Horn and Wnsley; by request of Departnent
of Transportation

Read first tinme 01/28/2003. Referred to Commttee on Hi ghways &
Transportation.

AN ACT Relating to transferring accident data processing to the
departnent of transportation; anending RCW 46.52.030, 46.52.050,
46. 52. 060, 46.52. 065, 46.52.080, 46.52.085, and 46.29.060; reenacting
and anmendi ng RCW 46. 52. 120; providing an effective date; and declaring
an emnergency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW46.52.030 and 1997 ¢ 248 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Unless a report is to be made by a law enforcenent officer
under subsection (3) of this section, the driver of any vehicle
involved in an accident resulting in injury to or death of any person
or damage to the property of any one person to an apparent extent equal
to or greater than the m ni mum anount established by rule adopted by
the ((ehtet—oft—the—Vashington—state—patvrolb)) secretary of
transportation in accordance with subsection (5) of this section,
shall, within four days after such accident, nake a witten report of
such accident to the chief of police of the city or town if such
accident occurred within an incorporated city or town or the county
sheriff or state patrol if such accident occurred outside incorporated
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cities and towns. Nothing in this subsection prohibits accident
reports frombeing filed by drivers where danage to property is |less
than the mninmm anmount or where a law enforcenent officer has
submtted a report.

(2) The original of the report shall be inmediately forwarded by
the authority receiving the report to the ((ehiet—et—the Vashingteon
statepatrol)) secretary of transportation at A ynpia, Washington. The
( (VWashingtonstatepatrol)) departnent of transportation shall give the
departnent of licensing full access to the report.

(3) Any law enforcenent officer who investigates an accident for
which a report is required under subsection (1) of this section shal
submt an investigator's report as required by RCW46.52. 070.

(4) The ((ehtet—ef—the—\Vashingten—state—patrol)) secretary of
transportation may require any driver of any vehicle involved in an
accident, of which report nust be nade as provided in this section, to
file supplenental reports whenever the original report in the
((ehiet—s)) secretary's opinion is insufficient, and nmay |ikew se
require wtnesses of any such accident to render reports. For this
purpose, the ((ehief—ef—the—Washingteon—state—patrol)) secretary of
transportation shall prepare and, upon request, supply to any police
departnment, coroner, sheriff, and any other suitable agency or
i ndi vidual, sanple forns of accident reports required hereunder, which
reports shall be upon a form devised by the ((ehief—of—theVashingten
state—patroel)) secretary of transportation and shall call for
sufficiently detailed information to disclose all material facts with
reference to the accident to be reported thereon, including the
| ocation, the circunstances, the conditions then existing, the persons
and vehicles involved, the insurance information required under RCW
46. 30. 030, personal injury or death, if any, the anmounts of property
damage clained, the total nunber of vehicles involved, whether the
vehicles were legally parked, |legally standing, or noving, and whet her
such vehicles were occupied at the time of the accident. Every
required accident report shall be made on a form prescribed by the
( ( ehiet—of—theVashingten—state—patrol)) secretary of transportation
and each authority charged with the duty of receiving such reports
shall provide sufficient report fornms in conpliance wwth the form
devised. The report fornms shall be designated so as to provide that a
copy may be retained by the reporting person.
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(5 The ((ehtet—ef—the—\Vashingten—state—patrol)) secretary of

transportation shall adopt rules establishing the accident-reporting

threshold for property damage accidents. ((Beginaring—October—1—1987-

Hve—-hundred—doHars-—)) The accident-reporting threshold for property
damage accidents shall be revised when necessary, but not nore
frequently than every two years. The revisions shall only be for the
pur pose of recogni zi ng econom ¢ changes as reflected by an infl ationary
i ndex recomrended by the office of financial managenent. The revisions
shall be guided by the change in the index for the time period since
the |l ast revision.

Sec. 2. RCW46.52.050 and 1961 c 12 s 46.52.050 are each anended
to read as follows:

Every coroner or other official performng |ike functions shall, on
or before the tenth day of each nonth, report in witing to the sheriff
of the county in which he or she holds office and to the chief of the
Washi ngton state patrol, the director of the traffic safety conm ssion
and the secretary of transportation the death of any person within his
or her jurisdiction during the preceding cal endar nonth as a result of
an accident involving any vehicle, together with the circunstances of
such acci dent.

Sec. 3. RCW46.52.060 and 1998 ¢ 169 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

( (H—shalt—be—the—duty—of—the—chtet—ot—the Vashingten—state—patrel
te)) The secretary of transportation shall file, tabulate, and anal yze
all accident reports and ((+e)) publish annually, imrediately foll ow ng
the close of each ((f+seal)) calendar year, and nonthly during the
course of the year, statistical information based thereon show ng the
nunber of accidents, the location, the frequency and circunstances
thereof , and other statistical information ((whieh)) that may prove of
assi stance in determning the cause of vehicul ar accidents.

Such accident reports and analysis or reports thereof shall be
available to the director of Ilicensing, the ((departrent—of
transportation)) chief of the WAshington state patrol, the utilities
and transportation conm ssion, the traffic safety comm ssi on, and ot her

public entities authorized by the ((ehiet—oft—theVashingten—state
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pat+oel)) secretary of transportation, or their duly authorized
representatives, for further tabulation and anal ysis for pertinent data
relating to the regulation of highway traffic, highway construction
vehi cl e operators and all other purposes, and to publish information so
derived as may be deened of publication val ue.

Sec. 4. RCW46.52.065 and 1977 ex.s. ¢ 50 s 1 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Every coroner or other official performng Iike functions shal
submt to the state toxicologist a blood sanple taken fromall drivers
and all pedestrians who are killed in any traffic accident where the
death occurred wthin four hours after the accident. Bl ood sanpl es
shall be taken and submtted in the manner prescribed by the state
toxi cologist. The state toxicologist shall analyze these bl ood sanpl es
to determine the concentration of alcohol and, where feasible, the
presence of drugs or other toxic substances. The reports and records
of the state toxicologist relating to analyses made pursuant to this
section shall be confidential: PROVI DED, That the results of these
anal yses shall be reported to the state patrol and departnent of
transportation and nade available to the prosecuting attorney or |aw
enf orcenment agency having jurisdiction: PROVI DED FURTHER, That the
results of these analyses may be admitted in evidence in any civil or
crimnal action where relevant and shall be nmade available to the
parties to any such litigation on application to the court.

Sec. 5. RCW 46.52.080 and 1979 c 158 s 162 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

All required accident reports and supplenental reports and copies
t hereof shall be w thout prejudice to the individual so reporting and
shall be for the confidential use of the county prosecuting attorney
and chief of police or county sheriff, as the case may be, ((anrd)) the
director of licensing, the secretary of transportation, and the chief
of the Washington state patrol, and other officer or conmssion as
authorized by law, except that any such officer shall disclose the
nanmes and addresses of persons reported as involved in an accident or
as wtnesses thereto, the vehicle |license plate nunbers and
descriptions of vehicles involved, and the date, tine, and |ocation of
an accident, to any person who may have a proper interest therein,
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including the driver or drivers involved, or the Ilegal guardian
thereof, the parent of a mnor driver, any person injured therein, the
owner of vehicles or property danaged thereby, or any authorized
representative of such an interested party, or the attorney or insurer

t her eof . No such accident report or copy thereof shall be used as

evidence in any trial, civil or crimnal, arising out of an accident,

except that any officer above named for receiving accident reports

shal | furnish, upon demand of any person who has, or who clains to
have, made such a report, or, upon demand of any court, a certificate
showi ng that a specified accident report has or has not been made to
the ((ehet—oft—the—Vashington—state——patvrolb)) secretary of

transportation solely to prove a conpliance or a failure to conply with
the requirenent that such a report be nmade in the manner required by
law. PROVIDED, That the reports may be used as evi dence when necessary
to prosecute charges filed in connection with a violation of RCW
46. 52. 088.

Sec. 6. RCW46.52.085 and 1979 ¢ 34 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

Any information authorized for release under RCW 46.52.080 and
46.52.083 may be furnished in witten form for a fee sufficient to
nmeet, but not exceed, the costs incurred. All fees received by the

( (VWashington—state—patrol)) departnent of transportation for such

copi es shall be deposited in the notor vehicle fund.

Sec. 7. RCW46.52.120 and 1998 ¢ 218 s 1 and 1998 ¢ 165 s 10 are
each reenacted and anended to read as foll ows:

(1) The director shall keep a case record on every notor vehicle
driver licensed under the |aws of this state, together wwth i nformation
on each driver, showing all the convictions and findings of traffic
infractions certified by the courts, together with an index cross-
reference record of each accident reported relating to such individual
with a brief statenment of the cause of the accident and whether or not
the accident resulted in any fatality. The ((ehief—efthe ashingteon
state—patrol)) secretary of transportation shall furnish the index
cross-reference record to the director, with reference to each driver
involved in the reported accidents.
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(2) The records shall be for the confidential use of the director,
the chief of the Wshington state patrol, the director of the
Washi ngton traffic safety comm ssion, and for such police officers or
ot her cogni zant public officials as may be designated by |aw Such
case records shall not be admtted into evidence in any court, except
where relevant to the prosecution or defense of a crimnal charge, or
in case appeal is taken from the order of the director, suspending,
revoki ng, canceling, or refusing a vehicle driver's license.

(3) The director shall tabulate and anal yze vehicle driver's case
records and suspend, revoke, cancel, or refuse a vehicle driver's
license to a person when it is deened fromfacts contained in the case
record of such person that it is for the best interest of public safety
t hat such person be denied the privilege of operating a notor vehicle.
The director shall also suspend a person's driver's license if the
person fails to attend or conplete a driver inprovenent interview or
fails to abide by conditions of probation under RCW 46.20.335.
Whenever the director orders the vehicle driver's |license of any such
per son suspended, revoked, or canceled, or refuses the issuance of a
vehicle driver's |icense, such suspension, revocation, cancellation, or
refusal is final and effective unless appeal fromthe decision of the
director is taken as provided by | aw.

Sec. 8. RCW46.29.060 and 1987 ¢ 463 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

The provisions of this chapter, requiring deposit of security and
suspensions for failure to deposit security, subject to certain
exenptions, shall apply to the driver and owner of any vehicle of a
type subject to registration under the notor vehicle |l aws of this state
which is in any manner involved in an accident within this state, which
accident has resulted in bodily injury or death of any person or damage
to the property of any one person to an apparent extent equal to or
greater than the m ninum anount established by rule adopted by the

((director—TFhe—director—shal—adopt—rules—establi-shi-ng—the—property
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the—fiing—of —aceldent—reports—as—previded—in)) secretary of

transportation under RCW 46. 52. 030.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. This act is necessary for the immediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
July 1, 200S3.

~-- END ---
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