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S-0849.1

SENATE BI LL 5495

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Keiser, Fraser and Kline

Read first time 01/28/2003. Referred to Conmttee on Health & Long-
Term Car e.

AN ACT Relating to creating the environnental health tracking
system and adding a new chapter to Title 70 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds and declares that:

(1) There currently exist several health and environnental data
bases nmmintained by the state. However, there is little or no
coordi nati on between the use and anal ysis of these data as they pertain
to environnmental health issues or accessibility of this information by
interested parties and researchers. In its fight against chronic
di seases, including birth defects, that are related to the environnent,
the state nmust give communities and public health professionals solid,
reliable information, which is the nost basic tool with which to
undertake the prevention of these diseases.

(2) Analysis of available data used to track and nonitor chronic
di seases is critical to all of the follow ng:

(a) Knowing where and how to put in place the nost effective
strategies to prevent diseases;

(b) Assessing the contribution of diseases to disabilities and
premature nortality;
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(c) Measuring the effectiveness of prevention strategies; and

(d) Cenerating hypotheses that may | ead to new scientific know edge
about the causes of, and nost effective ways to fight, <chronic
di seases.

(3) State governnent agencies and universities are the appropriate
and necessary institutions to exam ne whether or not, and, if so, the
extent to which, past environnental exposures mght increase the risk
of chronic diseases, including, but not limted to, birth defects,
di abetes, heart disease, thyroid disease, reproductive disorders,
cancer, asthma and other respiratory conditions, Parkinson' s disease,
Al zhei nmer' s di sease, and ot her neurol ogi cally degenerative di seases.

(4) The initial investnent to establish the environnmental health
tracking system including an analysis of infrastructure to devel op
preventive strategies, would constitute a small fraction of the annual
costs of controlling chronic diseases in the state.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. It is the intent of the legislature in
creating the environnental health tracking systemto forma partnership
to do all of the follow ng:

(1) Provide a continually updated data base, wth |linkages to the
survey, bionmonitoring, and disease data collected under section 3 of
this act, in order to assess the inpact of environnental contam nants
on the human body;

(2) On an ongoing basis, track and evaluate a variety of chronic
di seases in relation to environnental exposures, including state and
| ocal data on actual incidences of chronic disease;

(3) Make the data available to the public in an accessible and
useful format; and

(4) Utimately provide the data to the rel evant board, division, or
office wwthin the departnent of health, the departnent of ecol ogy, the
departnment of |abor and industries, and the University of Washington
school of public health for the devel opnent of appropriate preventive
strat egi es.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 3. (1) The environnental health tracking system
is established in the departnent of health. The purpose of the
environmental health tracking system is to nonitor environmental
exposures and chronic diseases affecting residents of the state. The
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departnment of health is directed to cooperate with the departnent of
ecol ogy, the departnent of |abor and industries, and the University of
Washi ngton school of public health in establishing the environnenta
heal th tracking system

(2) The objectives of the environnental health tracking systemare
as follows:

(a) To track and evaluate a variety of chronic diseases in relation
to environnmental exposures;

(b) To allow both governnent and university investigators and
public health officials to assess the inpact of environnental
contam nants on the human body; and

(c) To provide information to the departnent of health, the
departnent of ecol ogy, the departnent of |abor and industries, and the
Uni versity of Washi ngton school of public health for the devel opnent of
appropriate preventive strategies.

(3) To exam ne the relationships between chronic di seases and the
envi ronnent, using, to the maxi numextent possible, existing health and
environmental data, the departnent of health, based upon the
recomendati ons of the working group established under subsection (4)
of this section, shall:

(a) On an ongoing basis, survey a cross section of the overall
popul ation of the state, including, to the extent possible, regiona
data to assess geographic variation, including chronically il
patients, and their environnental exposures;

(b) On a continuing and periodic basis, conduct biononitoring for
a cross section of the population, including, to the extent possible,
regi onal data to assess geographic variation; and

(c) On an ongoing basis, link data created by the surveys and
bi onobnitoring activities to other health and environnental data bases,
such as birth certificates, neonatal blood tests, records of hospital
adm ssi ons, records of enmergency roomvisits, and nortality data.

(4) On or before Septenber 1, 2004, the departnent of health, in
consultation with the departnent of ecology, the departnment of |abor
and industries, and the University of Wshington school of public
heal th, shall create a working group of technical experts, including
experts who have know edge of the sensitivity and exposure of children,
wonen of child-bearing age, seniors, and disparately affected
popul ations to environnental hazards, to do all of the foll ow ng:
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(a) Devel op possible approaches to inplenenting the environnental
health tracking system including an estimted cost for each approach;

(b) On or before Septenber 1, 2005, prepare and submt a report to
t he departnent of health, the departnent of ecol ogy, the departnent of
| abor and industries, the University of Washington school of public
health, and the legislative commttees wth jurisdiction on the
possi bl e approaches to inplenmenting an environnmental health tracking
systemfor the state; and

(c) Determne the health and environnental criteria needed to
exam ne the relationship between chronic diseases, including birth
defects, and the environnent.

(5 On or before January 1, 2006, the departnent of health shal
adopt and i npl enment the approach recomended by the working group that
it determnes nost closely neets the purpose, objectives, and
requi renents of this section, after opportunity for public coment.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. The departnent of ecology shall cooperate
with state agencies and universities to provide all information and
other relevant and necessary expertise to neet the requirenents of
section 3 of this act.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 5. The departnent of |abor and i ndustries shall
cooperate wth state agencies and universities to provide all
information and other relevant and necessary expertise to neet the
requi renents of section 3 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. The University of Wshington school of
public health shall participate in the creation of the environnenta
heal th tracking system worki ng group under section 3 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. Nothing contained in this chapter may be
construed to supersede any confidentiality provisions of any |aw.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. Sections 1 through 7 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 70 RCW

~-- END ---
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