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SENATE BI LL 5480

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators MAuliffe, Eide, Keiser, Kohl-Wlles, Franklin, B.
Shel don, Doumt, Regal a, Reardon, Rasmussen, Shin and Kastana

Read first time 01/27/2003. Referred to Commttee on Ways & Means.

AN ACT Relating to school district enployees' <cost-of-living
i ncreases; anmendi ng RCW 28A. 400. 205; and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that providing a cost-
of -living increase to school district enployees funded by the state is
part of the state's duty to fund basic education under Article |IX of
the Washington state Constitution. The | egislature also recognizes
that the cost-of-living increase is part of neeting the state's duty to
provi de conpensation sufficient to attract and retain qualified
educational staff. The legislature intends to provide funds to pay for
cost-of-living increases for nonstate-funded school enployees. The
legislature finds that this fulfills the intent of the voters in
passing Initiative No. 732 and neets the requirenents established by
the Washington State Suprenme Court in MGowan v. State of Washi ngton
Docket # 71947-1 (2002).

Sec. 2. RCW 28A.400.205 and 2001 ¢ 4 s 2 (Initiative Measure No.
732) are each anended to read as foll ows:
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(1) School district enployees shall be provided an annual salary
cost-of-living increase in accordance with this section.

(a) The cost-of-living increase shall be cal cul ated by applying the
rate of the yearly increase in the cost-of-living index to any state-
funded salary base used in state funding formulas for teachers and
ot her school district enployees. Beginning with the 2001-02 schoo
year, and for each subsequent school year, each school district shal
be provided a state-funded cost-of-living allocation sufficient to

grant this <cost-of-living increase for the salaries, including
mandatory sal ary-rel ated benefits, of all enployees of the district.
(b) A school district shall distribute 1its cost-of-living

allocation for salaries and salary-related benefits in accordance with
the district's salary schedules, collective bargai ning agreenents, and
conpensation policies. No later than the end of the school year, each
school district shall certify to the superintendent of public
instruction that it has spent funds provided for <cost-of-living
i ncreases on salaries and sal ary-rel ated benefits.

(c) Any funded cost-of-living increase shall be included in the
sal ary base used to determ ne cost-of-living increases for all school
enpl oyees in subsequent years. For teachers and other certificated
instructional staff, the rate of the annual cost-of-living increase
funded for certificated instructional staff shall be applied to the
base salary used wth the statewide salary allocation schedule
est abl i shed under RCW 28A. 150.410 and to any other salary nodels used
to recogni ze school district personnel costs.

(d) Beginning with the 2001-02 school year, the state shall fully
fund the cost-of-living increase in this section as part of its
obligation to neet the basic education requirenents under Article | X of
t he Washi ngton Constitution for state-funded enpl oyees. Beginning with
the 2001-02 school year, the state shall fully fund the cost-of-1living

increase in this section for school enployees who are funded wth
nonbasi ¢ education funds.

(2) For the purposes of this section, "cost-of-living i ndex" neans,
for any school year, the previous calendar year's annual average
consuner price index, using the official current base, conpiled by the
bureau of |abor statistics, United States departnment of |abor for the
state of Washington. |[|f the bureau of |abor statistics devel ops nore
than one consuner price index for areas within the state, the index
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1 covering the greatest nunber of people, covering areas exclusively
2 within the boundaries of the state, and including all itens shall be
3 used for the cost-of-living index in this section.

~-- END ---
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