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SENATE BI LL 5473

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Regala, B. Sheldon, Johnson, Kohl-Wlles, Wnsley and
Rasmussen

Read first time 01/27/2003. Referred to Commttee on Judiciary.

AN ACT Rel ating to providing | aw enforcenment officers with training
ininteraction wth devel opnentally di sabled and nentally ill persons;
and adding a new section to chapter 43.101 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. A newsection is added to chapter 43.101 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The comm ssion nust offer a training session on | aw enf or cenent
interaction wth devel opnentally disabled and nentally ill persons
The training nmust be devel oped by the conm ssion in consultation with
appropriate comunity, |ocal, and state organi zati ons and agenci es t hat
have expertise in the area of nental illness and devel opnental
disability, and with appropriate consuner and fam |y advocate groups.
In developing the course, the comm ssion nust also exam ne existing
courses certified by the commssion that relate to nentally ill and
devel opnental | y di sabl ed persons.

(2) The training must consist of classroom instruction and use
interactive training methods to ensure that the training is as
realistic as possible. The training nust include, at a mninum core
instruction in all of the follow ng:
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(a) The cause and nature of nental illnesses and devel opnental
di sabilities;

(b) How to identify indicators of nental illness and devel opnent al
disability and how to respond appropriately in a variety of common
si tuations;

(c) Conflict resolution and deescal ati on techniques for potentially
dangerous situations involving nentally 1ill and developnentally
di sabl ed persons;

(d) Appropriate |anguage usage when interacting with nentally ill
and devel opnental | y di sabl ed persons;

(e) Alternatives to lethal force when interacting wth potentially
dangerous nentally ill and devel opnental ly di sabl ed persons; and

(f) Conmmunity and state resources available to serve nentally ill
and devel opnental |y disabled persons and how these resources can be
best used by law enforcenent to benefit the nentally ill and
devel opnental |y di sabl ed comrunity.

- END ---
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