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SENATE BI LL 5468

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Finkbeiner, Schm dt, Poul sen, Esser, Reardon, Haugen and
Kohl - Wl | es

Read first time 01/27/2003. Referred to Commttee on Hi ghways &
Transportation.

AN ACT Rel ating to use of high-occupancy vehicle |anes by vehicles
with | ow em ssions; anmendi ng RCW 46. 61. 165, 47.52.025, and 81.100. 020;
adding new sections to chapter 46.04 RCW adding a new section to
chapter 46.16 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 46.04 RCW
to read as foll ows:

"Inherently | ow em ssion vehicle" neans an inherently | ow em ssion
vehicle as defined in, and conformng to the certification and | abeling
requi renents of, federal regulations under 40 CF.R Part 88, and
i ncl udes zero-em ssion vehicles.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 46.04 RCW
to read as foll ows:

"Zero-em ssion vehicle" neans a factory manufactured passenger
vehicle that is federally certified under 40 CF. R Part 86, and is
| abel ed in accordance with that regulation as a zero-emn ssion vehicle.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 46.16 RCW
to read as follows:

(1) The departnent shall issue annually, at the time of vehicle
registration or renewal, optional permts in the form of a decal
| abel, or other identifier at the request of owners of inherently | ow
em ssion vehicles that will entitle the operator of the vehicle to use
special lanes as specified in RCW 46.16.165 and 47.52. 025, regardl ess
of the nunmber of occupants.

(2) The departnment shall design the decal, I|abel, or other
identifier and shall determine its placenent on inherently | ow em ssion
vehicles in conjunction with the Washington state patrol. The decal,

| abel, or other identifier must be devel oped so that its renoval from
a vehicle cannot be acconplished w thout defacing or destroying the
| abel in whole or in part.

(3) An inherently | owem ssion vehicle wth an I LEV | abel provided
by a manufacturer as provided in 40 C F. R Part 88 nust al so obtain the
decal, label, or other identifier designed and distributed by the
departnment to use special lanes as specified in RCW 46.16. 165 and
47.52. 025.

(4) The decal, label, or other identifier is nontransferable.

(5) For informational purposes only, the departnent shall obtain a
listing of inherently |owemssion vehicles from the United States
Environnental Protection Agency and shall post the listings on its
website and any other nmediumit deens appropriate for public view ng.
The departnent shall update the |Iist annually.

(6) The departnent nay adopt rules as necessary to inplenment this
section.

Sec. 4. RCW46.61.165 and 1999 ¢ 206 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

The state departnent of transportation and the local authorities
are authorized to reserve all or any portion of any hi ghway under their
respective jurisdictions, including any designated |ane or ranp, for
the exclusive or preferential use of public transportation vehicles or
private notor vehicles carrying no fewer than a specified nunber of
passengers when such limtation will increase the efficient utilization
of the highway or will aid in the conservation of energy resources.
The departnent may open these lanes to use by single-occupant
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inherently lowemssion vehicles at tines or locations when the
addition of these vehicles would not unduly contribute to congestion or
i npede the flow of traffic. The inherently |ow em ssion vehicle nust
also display a decal, label, or other identifier issued by the
departnent of licensing under section 3 of this act authorizing the use
of the lanes. Regulations authorizing such exclusive or preferentia
use of a highway facility may be declared to be effective at all tines
or at specified times of day or on specified days. Violation of a
restriction of highway usage prescribed by the appropriate authority
under this sectionis a traffic infraction.

Sec. 5. RCWA47.52.025 and 1974 ex.s. ¢ 133 s 1 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Hi ghway authorities of the state, counties, and incorporated cities
and towns, in addition to the specific powers granted in this chapter,
shall also have, and may exercise, relative to limted access
facilities, any and all additional authority, now or hereafter vested
in them relative to highways or streets wthin their respective
jurisdictions, and may regulate, restrict, or prohibit the use of such
limted access facilities by various classes of vehicles or traffic.
Such highway authorities may reserve any limted access facility or
portions thereof, including designated | anes or ranps for the exclusive
or preferential use of public transportation vehicles, privately owned
buses, or private notor vehicles carrying not less than a specified

nunber of passengers when such limtation will increase the efficient
utilization of the highway facility or wll aid in the conservation of
energy resources. The departnent may open these lanes to use by

si ngl e-occupant i nherently | owenm ssion vehicles at tines or | ocations
when the addition of these vehicles would not unduly contribute to
congestion or inpede the flow of traffic. The inherently | ow em ssSion

vehicle nust also display a decal, label, or other identifier issued by
the departnent of licensing under section 3 of this act authorizing the
use of the |anes. Regul ations authorizing such exclusive or

preferential use of a highway facility may be declared to be effective
at all tinme or at specified tinmes of day or on specified days.

Sec. 6. RCW 81. 100. 020 and 1990 ¢ 43 s 13 are each anmended to read
as foll ows:
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Unl ess the context clearly requires otherwi se, the definitions in
this section apply throughout this chapter.

(1) "Transit agency" nmeans a city that operates a transit system
a public transportation benefit area, a county transportation
authority, or a netropolitan municipal corporation.

(2) The "high-occupancy vehicle system includes high-occupancy
vehicle | anes, related high-occupancy vehicle facilities, and
hi gh- occupancy vehi cl e prograns.

(3) "Hi gh-occupancy vehicle |anes" nean |anes reserved for (a)
public transportation vehicles only or (b) public transportation
vehicles, vehicles with special inherently | ow em ssion decals, |abels,
or other identifiers issued under section 3 of this act, and private
vehicles carrying no fewer than a specified nunber of passengers under
RCW 46. 61. 165.

(4) "Related facilities" neans park and ride lots, park and poo
| ots, ranps, bypasses, turnouts, signal preenption, and other
i nprovenents designed to maxim ze use of the high-occupancy vehicle
system

(5) "Hi gh-occupancy vehicle prograni neans advertising the
hi gh- occupancy vehicle system pronoting carpool, vanpool, and transit
use, provi ding vanpool vehi cl es, and enforcenent of driving
restrictions governing high-occupancy vehicle | anes.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. The department of transportation shall
conduct a study on how any exi sting high-occupancy toll |ane programor
val ue pricing pilot program may be expanded to include vehicles whose
conbined city and highway average gasoline mleage is at |east twce
the national average for passenger cars, as that figure is determ ned
by the United States Environnental Protection Agency, if such vehicles
were to receive a fee waiver or discount. The departnent shall report
its findings to the legislature by January 1, 2004, or at the
concl usion of the department's study of high-occupancy toll |anes under
the United States federal highway's value pricing pilot program
whi chever occurs first.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the
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remai nder of the act or the application of
persons or circunstances is not affected.

~-- END ---

the provision to other
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