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SENATE BI LL 5463

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Roach, Kastama, Stevens, MCaslin, Ge, Horn, Fairley,
Kohl -Welles, Schmdt, Wnsley and Shin; by request of Secretary of
State

Read first time 01/27/2003. Referred to Committee on Governnent
Operations & El ections.

AN ACT Relating to a pilot project for mlitary and overseas voters
to vote over the Internet; and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. Recognizing that it is the responsibility of
each election official in the state of Washington to ensure access to
the ballot for all persons who are out of state or overseas in defense
of this great nation or for other purposes, the |legislature finds that
it is necessary to examne and use all available secure nethods of
ballot transm ssion and collection in order to secure the voting
franchise for mlitary and overseas voters.

Therefore, notw thstandi ng any other provisions of Title 29 RCW a
county may participate in any pilot project sanctioned by the secretary
of state and in conpliance with standards and regul ati ons established
by the Federal Voting Assistance Program United States Departnent of
Defense, to allow service and overseas voters as defined by RCW
29.01.155 and 29.01.117 to register to vote and cast their votes
el ectronically, including votes cast over the Internet or the Wrld
Wde Web. As is practicable, votes nust be cast and counted in
conformty wth the provisions of Title 29 RCW Election officials
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shall rely upon procedures established by the United States Departnent
of Defense for security, secrecy, and validation of votes, and are not
subject to civil liability or crimnal penalty for follow ng these
procedures. Votes transmtted to the election authority under Title 29
RCW over an electronic mediumusing the Internet or the Wrld Wde Wb
are subject to a recount or election contest but not on the grounds
that the vote is invalid or suspect because it was cast over the
Internet or the Wrld Wde Wb.

--- END ---
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