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S-0782.1

SENATE BI LL 5398

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senator Schm dt

Read first time 01/23/20083. Referred to Commttee on GCovernnent
Operations & El ections.

AN ACT Relating to precinct commttee officers; and amendi ng RCW
29.42. 050 and 29. 36. 260.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW29.42.050 and 1991 ¢ 363 s 34 are each anended to read
as follows:

((Fhe)) Precinct committee officers of nmajor political parties wll
be elected at general elections held in even-nunbered years or
appointed as provided in this section. General statutory requirenents
for filing ((as—a——~candidate—at—the prirmaries—shall)) declarations of
candi dacy apply to ((eandidates)) filing declarations of candidacy for
a precinct commttee officer of a major political party, except that
the filing period for this office alone shall be extended to and
include the Friday imediately followng the last day for politica
parties to fill vacancies in the ticket as provided by RCW29. 18. 150( (+
and)). A primary may not be held for the office ((shalH—net—be—voted

)) . _no

matter how many persons file for the sane office. The position of
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precinct commttee officer of a major political party for a precinct
may be placed on the ballot at the general electiononly if two or nore
persons file declarations of candidacy for that position. The

candidate receiving the highest nunber of votes ((shatkh)) wll be
decl ared el ect ed( (—PROV-DEB—Thattobe declared eleected—a candidate

must—recetve—at—teast—ten—percent—of—the—nunber—ot—votes—cast—for—the

election) ) . Even though the position of a precinct commttee officer
of each major political party for the sanme precinct are separate
offices, voters in the precinct nay vote for only one candidate for al
of these positions. If only one person has filed a declaration of
candi dacy for the sane office of precinct commttee officer, the office
may not be placed on the general election ballot, and the sole
candidate will be declared to have been elected to that position.

The term of office of precinct commttee officer shall be for two
years, commenci ng upon conpletion of the official canvass of votes by
the county canvassing board of el ection returns.

((Sheutd—any)) If a vacancy occurs in this office by reason of
deat h, resignation, or disqualification of the i ncunbent, or because of
failure to elect, the respective county chair of the county centra
commttee ((shall—be—enpowered—te)) may fill ((sueh)) the vacancy by
appoi nt nent ( (—PROV-BDEB—HOAEVER—TFhat) ) . However, in a legislative
district((s)) having a majority of its precincts in a county wth a
popul ation of one mllion or nore, ((sueh)) the appointnent ((shath))
may be made only upon the recommendation of the l|egislative district
chair((+—PROADED—Fhat—the)). A person ((se)) who is appointed
((shalkt)) as a precinct committee officer nust have the sane
qualifications as ((eandidates)) a candidate for that position nust
have when filing for ((eleetien—to—suech)) that office ((fer—sueh
preetnet—PROADED-FURFHER—TFhat) ). Wien a vacancy in the office of
precinct commttee officer exists because of failure to elect at a
state general election held in an even-nunbered year, ((stueh)) the
vacancy ((shakh)) may not be filled until after the organization
meeting of the county central commttee and the new county chair
sel ected as provided by RCW 29. 42. 030.
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Sec. 2. RCW29.36.260 and 2001 ¢ 241 s 6 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The county auditor shall issue an absentee ballot for the
primary or election for which it was requested, or for the next
occurring primary or election when ongoing absentee status has been
requested if the information contained in a request for an absentee
bal l ot or ongoing absentee status received by the county auditor is
conplete and correct and the applicant is qualified to vote under
federal or state law. O herwi se, the county auditor shall notify the
applicant of the reason or reasons why the request cannot be accepted.
Whenever two or nore candi dates have filed for the position of precinct
commttee officer for the sane party in the sane precinct at a genera
el ection held in an even-nunbered year, the contest for that position
must be presented to absentee voters from that precinct by ((erther))
i ncludi ng the contest on ((t+he+regular—absenteeballoet—o+)) a separate

absentee ballot. The separate ball ot nust provi de space desi gnated for
( ( wHtHHng—+n—thenare—of—additional)) wite-in candi dates.

(2) A registered voter nay obtain a replacenent ballot if the
ball ot is destroyed, spoiled, |ost, or not received by the voter. The
voter may obtain the ballot by telephone request, by nuil
el ectronically, or in person. The county auditor shall keep a record
of each repl acenent ball ot provided under this subsection.

(3) A copy of the state voters' and candi dates' panphlet nust be
sent to registered voters tenporarily outside the state, out-of-state
voters, overseas voters, and service voters along with the absentee
ballot if such a panphl et has been prepared for the primary or el ection
and is available to the county auditor at the time of mailing. The
county auditor shall mail all absentee ballots and related material to
voters outside the territorial limts of the United States and the
District of Colunbia under 39 U S. C. 3406.

--- END ---
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