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S-0160. 1

SENATE BI LL 5381

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Sheahan, Fraser, Honeyford, Franklin, Swecker, MCaslin
and Hal e

Read first tinme 01/23/2003. Referred to Committee on Commerce &
Tr ade.

AN ACT Rel ating to hydrogeol ogy; amendi ng RCW 18. 220. 010; provi di ng
an effective date; and declaring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW18.220.010 and 2000 ¢ 253 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

The definitions in this section apply throughout this chapter
unl ess the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Board" neans the geol ogist |icensing board.

(2) "Department” neans the departnment of |icensing.

(3) "Director"” means the director of the departnent of |icensing.

(4) "Engi neering geol ogi st" neans a geol ogi st who, by reason of his
or her know edge of engineering geology, acquired by education and
practical experience, is qualified to engage in the practice of
engi neering geol ogy, has net the qualifications in engineering geol ogy
established under this chapter, and has been issued a license in
engi neeri ng geol ogy by the board.

(5) "Engineering geol ogy" neans a specialty of geology affecting
t he planni ng, design, operation, and maintenance of engi neering works
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and other human activities where geological factors and conditions
inmpact the public welfare or the safeguarding of |life, health,
property, and the environnent.

(6) "Geologist" nmeans a person who, by reason of his or her
know edge of geol ogy, mathematics, the environnent, and the supporting
physical and life sciences, acquired by education and practical
experience, has net the qualifications established under this chapter,
and has been issued a certificate of licensing as a geol ogi st by the
boar d.

(7) "Geology" neans the science that includes: Treatnent of the
earth and its origin and history, in general; the investigation of the
earth's constituent rocks, mnerals, solids, fluids, including surface
and underground waters, gases, and other materials; and the study of
the natural agents, forces, and processes that cause changes in the
earth.

(8) "Hydrogeol ogy" neans a science that involves the study of the
waters of the earth, including the study of the occurrence,
circulation, distribution, chemstry, renediation, or quality of water
or its role as a natural agent that causes changes in the earth, and
the investigation and collection of data concerning waters in the
at nosphere or on the surface or in the interior of the earth, including
data regarding the interaction of water with other gases, solids, or
fluids.

(9) "Licensed specialty geologist”" neans a |icensed geol ogi st who
has net the qualifications in a specialty of geol ogy established under
this chapter and has been issued a license in that specialty by the
boar d.

(10) "Practice of engineering geology" nmeans performance of
geol ogi cal service or work including but not limted to consultation,
i nvestigation, evaluation, planning, geol ogical mappi ng, and i nspection
of geological work, and the responsible supervision thereof, the
performance of which is related to public welfare or the safeguarding
of life, health, property, and the environnment, except as otherw se
specifically provided by this chapter, and includes but is not limted
to the commonly recognized geological practices of construction
geol ogy, environnental geol ogy, and urban geol ogy.

(11) "Practice of geol ogy" neans performance of geol ogi cal service
or work including but not limted to collection of geological data,
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consul tati on, i nvestigation, eval uati on, i nterpreting, pl anni ng,
geol ogi cal mapping, or inspection relating to a service or work that
applies to geology, and the responsible supervision thereof, the
performance of which is related to public welfare or the safeguarding
of life, health, property, and the environnment, except as otherw se
specifically provided by this chapter.

(12) "Practice of geology for others" includes, but is not limted
t o:

(a) The preparation of geologic reports, docunents, or exhibits by
any conm ssion, board, departnent, district, or division of the state
or any political subdivision thereof or of any county, city, or other
public body, or by the enployees or staff nenbers of the conm ssion
board, department, district, or division of the state or any political
subdi vi sion thereof or of any county, city, or other public body when
the reports, docunents, or exhibits are dissem nated or nmade avail abl e
to the public in such a manner that the public may reasonably be
expected to rely thereon or be affected thereby; and

(b) The perfornmance of geol ogi cal services by any individual, firm
partnership, corporation, or other association or by the enpl oyees or
staff nmenbers thereof, whether or not the principal business of the
organi zation is the practice of geol ogy, which the geol ogical reports,
docunents, or exhibits constituting the practice of geology are
di ssem nated or made available to the public or any individual or
organi zation in such a manner that the public or individual or
conbi nati on of individuals may reasonably be expected to rely thereon
or be affected thereby.

However, geological reports, docunents, or exhibits that are
prepared by the enployees or staff nenbers of any individual, firm
partnership, corporation, or other association or comm ssion, board,
departnment, district, or division of the state or any political
subdi vi si on thereof or any county, city, or other public body that are
for use solely within such organizations are considered in-house
reports, docunents, or exhibits and are not the practice of geol ogy for
others unless or until the reports are dissem nated or nade avail abl e
as set forth in (a) or (b) of this subsection.

(13) "Practice of hydrogeol ogy" neans the performance of or offer
to perform any hydrogeologic service or work in which the public
wel fare or the safeguarding of life, health, environment, or property
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is concerned or involved. This includes the collection of geol ogical
data, and consultation, investigation, evaluation, interpretation,
pl anni ng, or inspection relating to a service or work that applies
hydr ogeol ogy.

(14) "Responsible charge" neans the exercise of fully independent
control and direction of geological work or the supervision of such
wor k, and being fully responsible, answerable, accountable, or liable
for the results.

(15) "Specialty" nmeans a branch of geol ogy that has been recogni zed
under this chapter for the purposes of |licensure. Engineering geol ogy
((+s)) and hydrogeology are <considered to be ((a—speetaltty))
specialties of geol ogy.

(16) "Subordi nate" neans any person who assists in the practice of
geol ogy by a licensed geol ogi st or an exenpt person, Ww thout assum ng
t he responsi bl e charge of the work.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. This act is necessary for the imrediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
July 1, 200S3.

~-- END ---
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