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SENATE BI LL 5379

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Stevens, Hargrove, Carlson, Regala, Parlette, MAuliffe
and W nsl ey

Read first time 01/23/2003. Referred to Committee on Children &
Fam |y Services & Corrections.

AN ACT Rel ating to dependency petition hearings; and anendi ng RCW
13. 34. 115.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW13.34.115 and 2000 ¢ 122 s 12 are each anended to read
as follows:

Al'l hearings ((#ay)) shall be public, and conducted at any tine or
place within the limts of the county, ((anrd)) however, such cases nay
not be heard in conjunction wth other business of any other division

of the superior court. ((Fhe—pubHe—shall—beexeluded—and—onby—such
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court—))
If the court finds that there is reasonable cause to believe that

the health, safety, or welfare of the child would be jeopardi zed by
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conducting a public hearing, the court may exclude the public. | n

addition, both parents may request that the court

excl ude the public,

subject to the court's discretion.

Stenographic notes or any device which accurately records the

proceedi ngs may be required as provided in other
to RCW 2. 32. 200.

~-- END ---
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