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SENATE BI LL 5343

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Parlette, Doumt, Milliken, Hale and Deccio

Read first time 01/22/2003. Referred to Commttee on Natural
Resources, Energy & Water.

AN ACT Rel ating to watershed planni ng; and anendi ng RCW 90. 82. 060.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW90.82.060 and 2001 ¢ 229 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Planning conducted under this chapter mnust provide for a
process to allowthe local citizens within a WRIA or nulti-WRI A area to
join together in an effort to: (a) Assess the status of the water
resources of their WRIA or multi-WRI A area; and (b) determ ne how best
to manage the water resources of the WRIA or multi-WRI A area to bal ance
the conpeting resource demands for that area within the paraneters
under RCW 90. 82. 120.

(2) Wwatershed planning under this chapter may be initiated for a
WRIA only with the concurrence of: (a) Al counties within the WR A
(b) the largest city or town within the WRI A unless the WRI A does not
contain a city or town; and (c) the water supply utility obtaining the
| argest quantity of water from the WRIA or, for a WRIA with |ands
within the Colunbia Basin project, the water supply utility obtaining
fromthe Colunbia Basin project the largest quantity of water for the
VRI A. To apply for a grant for organizing the planning unit as
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provi ded for under RCW 90.82.040(2)(a), these entities shall designate
the entity that will serve as the |ead agency for the planning effort
and indicate how the planning unit wll be staffed. For purposes of
this chapter, WRIA 40 nust be divided so that the portion of the WRIA
located entirely wthin Chelan county is WRIA 40a and the remaining
portion is WRIA 40b. Pl anni ng may be conduct ed separately for WRI A 40a
and 40b. WRIA 40a is eligible for one-half of the funding avail able
for a single WRIA, and WRIA 40b is eligible for one-half of the funding
avai lable for a multi-WRI A area.

(3) Watershed planning under this chapter may be initiated for a
multi-WRI A area only with the concurrence of: (a) Al counties within
the multi-WRI A area; (b) the largest city or town in each WRI A unl ess
the WRIA does not contain a city or town; and (c) the water supply
utility obtaining the |argest quantity of water in each WRI A

(4) If entities in subsection (2) or (3) of this section decide
jointly and unaninously to proceed, they shall invite all tribes with
reservation lands within the nmanagenent area.

(5) The entities in subsection (2) or (3) of this section,
including the tribes if they affirmatively accept the invitation,
constitute the initiating governnments for the purposes of this section.

(6) The organizing grant shall be used to organize the planning
unit and to determne the scope of the planning to be conduct ed. In
determ ning the scope of the planning activities, consideration shal
be given to all existing plans and related planning activities. The
scope of planning nust include water quantity elenments as provided in
RCW 90. 82. 070, and may include water quality elenments as contained in
RCW 90. 82. 090, habitat elenents as contained in RCW 90.82.100, and
instream flow el enents as contained in RCW 90.82.080. The initiating
governnments shall work with state governnment, other |ocal governnents
within the managenent area, and affected tribal governnents, in
devel oping a planning process. The initiating governnents may hold
public neetings as deened necessary to devel op a proposed scope of work
and a proposed conposition of the planning unit. In developing a
proposed conposition of the planning unit, the initiating governnments
shall provide for representation of a w de range of water resource
i nterests.

(7) Each state agency with regulatory or other interests in the
WRIA or multi-WRIA area to be planned shall assist the local citizens
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in the planning effort to the greatest extent practicable, recognizing
any fiscal limtations. |In providing such technical assistance and to
facilitate representation on the planning unit, state agencies nay
organi ze and agree upon their representation on the planning unit.
Such technical assistance nust only be at the request of and to the
extent desired by the planning unit conducting such planning. The
nunber of state agency representatives on the planning unit shall be
determined by the initiating governnents in consultation with the
governor's office.

(8) As used in this section, "lead agency" neans the entity that
coordi nates staff support of its own or of other |ocal governnents and
receives grants for devel oping a watershed pl an.

--- END ---
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